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PREFATORY NOTE

It is a pleasant duty to acknowledge the kind assistance of many people
who contributed time and energy to this study.
I am indebted primarily to Professor Harry Morgan Ayres who enlisted

iswrrmm humaninterests-in-the-project;amxd—whuse-thoroughkmowledpe
of English speech and profound understanding of the processes of language

geve me inspirntion and guidance. I wish to thank Professor Cabell Greet

for his helpful suggestions and ¢riticism, as well as for stimulation and
encouragement. My thanks are also extended to Dr. E. V. X, Dobbie

for his sound and constructive suggestions, The support of Professor

E. H. Wright, Executive Officer of the Department of English, Columbia

University, has been most generous.

To the National Park Service, United States Department of the Interior,
s large measure of gratitude is due for both practical assistance and en-
couragement in the work. In particular I eam indebted to Mr. Ronald F.
Lee, Supervisor of Historic Sites, and to Mr. Roy Appleman, Regional
Historinn, Richmond, Virginia. The following individuals also helped
generously in various capacities: Mr. J. Ross Eakin, Superintendentof
the Great Smoky Mountains Nationzl Park; Mr, Arthur Stupka, Park
Naturalist; Mr. Robert, White, Park Engineer; and Mr. David R. Noland,
Project Superintendent, CCC Camp NP-22, Cove Creek, North Caroling.

1t is impossible to mention all of the Smokies people who have assisted
me—those who exchanged a few casual but friendly words with me, those
who told stories of by-gone days, and those who good-naturedly allowed
me to record their speech. But I can at least thenk my friends: My,
Glen Shults of Emerts Cove, Tennessee, Mr. Carl Messer and Mr. and
Mrs. F. H. Leatherwood of Cove Creek, North Carolina, who went far
out of their way to introduce me to interesting speakers and to bring un-
usual meterials to my attention. '

‘To Professor Margaret Bryant, Chairman of the Department of English,
Brooklyn College, and to My, Williem Cullen Bryans, Columbia Univer-
sity, I owe thanks for assistance in the difficult and peinstaking task of
reading proof. Mr. Bryant devoted many faithful hours to this part of
the work and hence deserves 2 special share of my gratitude.

J. SO H.
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INTRODUCTION

1. Purpose and Methods,

It is the purpose of this study to deseribe the sounds of one.of-America’s

raost interesting vernaculars—English as it is spoken in the Great Smoky
Mountains of Tennessee and North Carolina. The description of this speech
has at this time a particular significance, for most of the ares in 1926
became & national park.! Those native families who lived within its bounds,
having sold their lands to the two States, moved away to find homes else-
where or were allowed to remain on temporary leases. The perk is therefore
steadily losing its original population. Of & thousand families, only about
four hundred remained when this study was first undertaken in 1937, and
when it was resumed two yearslater, there were only about eighty. The older
people who were given life-time leases are graduelly dying out.? This study
has, too, another significance. Ever since this area was opened up to visitors,
the mountain people, both within and without the park boundaries, have
been made increasingly conscious of the regional peculiarities in their specch
znd are gradually bringing their language into conformity with standards
recognized clsewhere.

Ten months, altogether, were spent in the field investigation—three
during the summer of 1937, when the writer served in the National Park
Service and Civilian Conservation Corps as Historian Student Technician,
and seven during the summer, fall, and winter of 1939-40.2 He knew the
mountain people under a wide variety of circumstances. Much of that time
he lived with them in their homes; and most of the remaining time, when
ke lodged at the CCC camps, he was still with them, for with the exception

L. The Guide Map, Great Smoky Mountains National Park (United States Depart-
ment of the Interior, 1939) says: ‘Establishment of the park was nuthorized by act of
Congress approved May 22, 1926, . . . Since 1926 the land for the park has been
gradunlly acquired by the States of Tennesseo and North Carolina, with some Fedoral
aid, in nddition to o contribution by John D. Rockefeller, Jr., through the Laura
Spelmen Rockefeller Memorial, in tributs to his mother.’ The movement to establigh
the park was begun a3 carly as 1893, according to the Asheville T'imes, Sept. 1, 1039
(report of an address by Charles A. Webb, member of the North Carolinn Park
Commission).

2, This statement calla to mind a bit of characteristic mountain humor. Anelderly
woman of Deop Creek, in the park, said: ‘They told me I could stay as long ns I lived.
I told ’em that would bo os long as I wanted to stay.’

3. Continuance of the research during the year 193940 wes made possible by a
University Fellowship granted by Columbia University and an appointment ag
Colinborator in the National Park Service. The author hera gratefully acknowledges
his debt both to the University and to the Service, The Servics provided one of the
phenographic recordera, dises, scceasories, & truck for the fransportation of equip-
ment, and a travelling allowanee,

1
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of the Army staff and a few Service officials, the camps are manned and

directed by local men. The CCC camps and the homes, however, were

INTRODUCTION ’ 3

of Arthur the Rat, read mostly by CCC enrollees of the Smokies or neigh-
boring areas.t

merely stopping points; most of the day-time was sheptin_going from ——poororordingamrehines-were sed=<a Guvwick; whith-opeted-from e

house 1o house to interview the people of the immediate area.

Smokies people are proud and sensitive, and one sore point with them is
tlzteir speech, although they heve no resson to he ashamed of an idiom so
vigorous, colorful, and expressive. So long, however, have their picturesque
life and surroundings attracted attention that they have become a little
self-conscious, and interest in their dialect has made them feel that they
speak in an ‘awkward’ manner, They ean become very tight-lipped if they
suspect that someone is going to ‘make light of them.’ The writer early
became aware of this attitude through the advice of newly-made mountain
friends and the embarrassment caused by some of the questions which he
asked his informants in the first stages of the survey. Consequently, it was
necessary to devise o methad of investigation which would put the in-
formants at case and induce them to talk freely. When treated consider-
ately, Smokies people are kind-hearted and sociable, and they speak
without restraint, provided the listener is sympathetic and the conversation
does not touch on subjects which cause them discom{ort, The older men
like to talk about hunting, fishing, adventures in the woods, farming,
politics, and old tragedies; and the older women are disposed to tell of old-
fashioned ways of doing things in the home—cooking, making cloth, treat-
ing the sick, and the like. One senses readily that these people look back
wistfully fo the time when the mounteins were their own and the woods
were full of game, and that their'imaginations are fired by the glory of the
past. Such considerntions as these suggested the method to be used—
getting the subjects to talk on their favorite topies, with no hint that their
speech was being observed, Phonetic transeriptions could be made under
the pretext of gathering historical information, '

During the survey of 1938-40 the primary method of colleeting linpuistic
data was phonographic recording, although much transeription of actual
speech was also done, Here again the emphasis in conversing with the
people was upon their history and folk-lore, and no reference was made to
speech except to the writer's friends and Service officials. Owing to limited
funds, no dises had been made during the summer of 1937, and the desir-

ability of making them before the last of the original residents of the park
left or died out necessitated a return to the Smokies in 1939, During the
field study of this year, and after it was completed in January, 1940, the
records were played, some of them many times, for pertinent details of
pronuneintion and to ensure accuracy of transeription. These speech-
records, 73 in all, have value both as n representative linguistic picture of
Smokies speech as it i3 now spoken by people of all ages and circumstances,
and for their social and historieal content. They include twenty recordings

six-volt storage battery, and a Presto, powered by repular electric eurrent.
The latter was kindly furnished, with all necessary equipment, by the
National Park Service.

The suthor also collected data on morphology, syntax, and vocabulary
which it is not possible to include in the present study.

Although the limitations of time did not permit the extensive examina-
tion of local documents, two profitable weeks were nevertheless spent in
a careful combing of Horace Iephart’s unpublished notes on Great Smokies
life and speech, included herc and there in his twenty large loose-lenf
note-books;® the generlogy of the Conner family (in manuseript), written
by the late I%, C. Conner, a descendant of two of the earliest settlers of the
Oconaluftee River® and several volumes of early deeds in the court-houses
of Haywood and Buncombe Counties, North Carolina. This material, which
is frequently cited in the treatment to follow, is illustrative of the possi-
bilities to be realized by the further use of local documents, as well as
corroborative of rare pronunciations and word-forms. Some use of the
dialect writers was made in the early stages of the study in a hope, which
was in some respects well fulfilled, that they would suggest pronuncintions
end dialectal forms to listen for. Incidentally, it must be confessed that,
despite her skill as a novelist, Miss Mary N. Murfree (‘Charles Egbert
Craddock’) was not entirely successful in representing the speech of the
Smoky mountaineer. With allowance for the fifty-five years which have
passed since she wrote The Prophet of the Greal Smoky Mountatns and the
chenges which = dialect may undergo in that length of iime, it is still
difficult to believe that the people of the Smokies ever spoke quite as she
makes them speak. Kephart, too, the author of Qur Southern Highlanders,
is at times disappointing, despite his manifest absorption in the speech of

4.The total collection of records comprises 00 double-faced aluminum diges
(10" and 12°) and 48 double-facad acetate discs (12%). The aluminum discs (60 of
speech and 30 of ballads, squate-dances, and religious music) will be deposited in the
phonographic archives of the Columbia University Library. The acetate records
(chiefly of brllads and other music) will be turned over to the National Park Servico,

For convenience, the numbers of phonograph records referred to in this study have
been omitted in all citations of material from them (except in the intreduction).
With the collection of aluminum discs, however, there wilt be filed & mester copy of
the diasertation giving citations, by record number, of all phonographic evidence
usged.,

§. These were temporarily deposited in the Great Smoky Mountaina National Park
Library, but are now in the possession of their owner, Mr. I. K. Stearns of Bryson
City, N. C.

6. Thera is a typewritten copy of the original (hand-written) in the park library,
with photographie copies of some pages of the original.
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the hillsman and the sbundant linguistic observations contained in his
note-books. He scems to have been impressed particularly by what would
look like good dielect on paper, and his notes and published writings
scarcely do justice to the speech which he seeks to represent. More satisfy-
ing portraits of mountair speech, the author believes, are found in Olive

Tillord Dargan’s Highland Annals and Frances Goodrich’s Mountain Home-
spun, both of which betray less wenkness for ‘eye-dialeet’ and more fidelity
to characteristic expressions, and sentence constructions. Rebecen Cush-
man's Swing Your Mountain Gal, & series of sketches in free verse, conveys
the spirit of the dialect without contorting conventional spelling.?

Another reason for undertaking the study was the belief that in this
speech, which bas so long been removed from the main currents of American
culture, there would remain vestiges of earlier stages in the growth of the
English language. The work of Cecil Sharp and Qlive Drme Campbell in
recording many specimens of old British songs, which have survived in
the Southern Appalachinns, inspired the hope that the people of this
region might also have preserved out-moded features of speech. It was of
course suspected that such might be the case, in view of all that has been
written upon the survival of ‘Anglo-Saxon,’ ‘Chaucerian,’ and ‘Elizabethan’
speech in the Southern Mountains. Such dislectal remnants as spend
(express) one’s opindon, swinge for singe, and use for dwell may still be heard,
and also numerous other sixtcenth and seventeenth century expressions,
some of which appear in the following pages. More important, however,
was the finding of a sound system which reflects and illustrates so well the
phonology of early modern English, and which helps to clarify the history
of modera standard pronunciation.

It was significant, too, to find a speech which does not show the deep
impress of the schoolmaster’s influence. Here is a vernacular which grew,
for a part of its life at least, outside of his control, and which shows how o
language may develop when removed from the conservative forces which
restrict its growth. It is characteristic of such a language that the marks
of the schoolmaster’s influence often became menifest in the wrong places,
ag illustrated by the many instances of hyper-correction, where his insist-
ence on correetness hag been misapplied.

The reletion of Great Smokies speech to general American and general
Southern speech is partly indicated in the present work. More complete
details await other regional studies of Southern speech and the appearance
of the Linguistic Atles for the Southera and Western states. It will be seen,
however, that there is no sharp cleavage from the specch of most of
America, and that there are some very close affinities with the speech of
the rest of the South, The relation of Smokies speech to that of the Southern

7. 8ee W. C. Greet, ‘Southern Speech,’ Culture n the Soutk, cdited by W. T, Couch
{University of North Carolina Press, 1934}, p. 596.
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Appalachigns in general is an interesting question, but one which surpasses
the_limifs_of the_present. purpose and the knowledge_of_the_writer. It-is

suspected that the number of linpuistic features common to this vast ares
is considerable, but thet the differences, although small, would form the
subject of a most interesting study—one which would provide comment
upon the differing circurnstances of settlement and subsequent history.
One could not fail to expect differences in a region so lerge as the Southern
Appalechians, which ¢over an area slmost as great as New York and New
England combined, extending from Maryland and West Virginia to
nerthern Georgia and Alabama.®

1Y, The Geographical Sefting.

The Southern Appalachian Mountaing consist of three parailel chains
which run northeast and southwest from Pernsylvanie to the interior of
Georgia and Alabama.® The Great Smoky Mountains are & portion of the
middle chain, which for most of its distance through Tennessee and North
Carolina forms the boundary line between these two states, This middle
chain is known at other points on the state-line by the names Unicot
Mountains, Unake Mountains, Bald Mountains, Stone Mountains.® It is
flanked by the Blue Ridge Mountains on the east and the Cumberland
Mountains on the west. Between the middle chain and the Cumberlands
is the wide Tennessee Valley, an extension of the Valley of Virginia, which
was ong of the chief rvenues of early migration into the South and West.
The region between the middle range and the Blue Ridge is intersected by
e number of transverse connecting ridges, between which are high valleys
and basins, the sources of rivers which flow westward through deep gorges
in the middle chain to the Tennessee River, This high intra-montane
country is rugged and precipitous, except for certain spacious bottom-lands,
s on the French Broad River and the forks of the Pigeon.* Access fo it
from the Piedmont was possible through low depressions in the Blue Ridge,
a8, for example, at Swannanoa Gap (east of Asheville), Hickory Nut Gap,
and Cashiers Valley.'* The first white settlement in the present North

8. John C. Campbell, The Southern Highlander and his Homeland (New York,
1921), p. 10 f.

9. The following aceount was suggested and influenced by Arnold Guyot’s lucid
description of western North Carolina topography. Sce Myron H. Avery and
Kenneth S. Boardman, ed., *Arnold Guyot’s Notes on the Geography of the Mountain
District of Weatern North Carolina,’ North Carolina Historical Review, vol, 15 (1938),
pp. 251-318,

10, Ibid,, note 7, p. 256.

11, Ibid., pp. 276, 251,

12, Guyot says, ibid., p. 268: ‘Owing to that gencral depression, it is this vest
portion of the chain which offers the most ensy access, fram the low country on the
cast. Five or six gaps, with roads, show an elevation only varying from 2,200 to 2,400
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Carolina west of the Blue Ridge was made on the Swannenoa River by
families from the Piedmont. Thet the North Carolina side of the Smokies
was oceupied by people or the descendants of people who had come through
these gaps in the Blue Ridge is sbundently attested by tradition. The

INTRODUCTION 7

North Carolina side, these are found in greater measure on the Tennessee
side, where, between the ridges, there are broad meadows and coves, Some
of these have an air of serene pastoral beauty. Access to the more open

instanees of settlers Who entered these valleys Trom the Tennessee Valley
scem to be comparatively few. The middle range is higher and more
formidable than the eastern one, and the gaps, except for the river gorges,
are of considerable elevation.

The Great Smokies, bounded on the northeast by the Pigeon River and
on the southwest by the Little Tennessce, have been deseribed as the
greatest mountain mass cast of the Black Hills of South Dakota, Sixtecn
of its pesks arc more than 6,000 feet high, and for thirty-six miles along
its suramit there is no point below 5,000 feet.” This imposing array of
mountains, however, was never an effective barrier between the neighbor-
ing populations on both sides. By 1850 there was a road through Indian
Gap (at an elevation of 5,266 feet), and there were numerous trails across
the top at various points.* People of both sides herded their cattle on the
ridge, and hunting went on over the whole ares unimpeded.’s The rugged
character of the country, and the endurance required in farming, herding,
and hunting therein no doubt assisted greatly in developing & hardy set of
people,

Although there are fertile river valleys and high bottom lands on the

feet. That Is they are very little more elovated then the average of the insido basin,
and only show an abrupt side on the east toward the lowlands.! Also, p. 278; 'The
generally mild character and moderate elevation of the Blue Ridge around the head-
waters of the French Brond renders this basin more accessible from the castern
low country, then any other. In fact, the Blue Ridge can be ¢rossed any-where—
from the upper waters of the Catawbs, the Broad River, the Saluda, and the Savan-
nah rivers—by Gaps seldom exceeding 2,300 ft.

13. Guide Map; see note 1.

1, The present highway crosses a short distance away a3 Newfound Gap, cleva-
tion 5,048, Charles Lonmen, writing in 1848, mentions this roads sce his Letfers Srom
the Allegheny Mountains (New York, 1819), p. 85. But Jeanette S. Greve, The Story
of Gatlinburg (Strasburg, Virginia, 1931), p. 105, believes that this road was not
passable for wheeled vehieles,

Guyot regards the Smokica a8 an ‘almost impervious bartier betsween Tennesseo
and the inside basing of North Carolinn.’ ‘Only one tolerable road, or rathdr mule-
path, in this whole distance is found to oross from the groat valley of Tennessee into
the interior basing of North Carolina,’ he says. This road was used as a military
highway during the War between the States,

15, Guyot, p. 265, says; *All this portion of the Smoky Mta. from Forney Ridge
(to Gregory Bald) is used by the Tenncaseans for grazing cattle. Numerous paths,
therefore, run up the western slopes. But the eastern elope is still a wilderneas, little
frequented.’ Tho asituation wea changed, bowever, after Guyot wroto (1856-60)
and when the enstern stope became settled; informants of Hazel Creek state that they
too herded cattle on the ridge (testimony on phonograph record 50A),

portions-of-the-Valley-of-the-TFennessee-wasyhowever notaseasy-as-mights
be thought, for such coves and bottoms, being situated at a greater eleva-
tion, are af some points separated from the open country by narrow, wind-
ing river gorges, which hindered the development of good roads. Many
people of Gatlinburg say that in the early days the trip. to Knoxville and
back required six dayst® In previous times (1800-1850) there was no road
at all, and the trip had to be made on foot or horseback.!? Similar condi-
tions existed at Cades Cove and Emerts Cove. Cosby, however, has
convenient access to Newport down a more or less smooth valley.

The valleys and coves of the North Carolina side were even more isolated,
The Big Creek area, between Mt. Sterling and White Rock, was connected
by 2 road with Newport, Tennessce and Waynesville, North Carolina,
but it was narrow, and in the winter time muddy and almost impassable,
About 1900, a logging railroad was built, connecting it with Newport.
Cataloochee, & narrow, deep valley, is separated from the open country
around Waynesville by a steep ridge, which is erossed at Cove Creek Gap,
ab an elevation of 4,062 feet. It is also reached by the road which connects
Waynesville and Newport.!* The settlements on the Oconaluftee River
(which drains the country above the Qualle Indian Reservation) were
remote from any North Carolina towr and were reached chiefly by the
tortuous road from Knoxville, Sevierville, and Gatlinburg over Indian

There ia testimony of bear-hunting from one side of the range te the othor on
several of the phonograph records (51 , 65B, 77-80). The famed Quill Rose (sce Rebecen
Cushmen, Swing Your Mountain Gal, Boston and New York, 1934, pp. 30-44) used to
make frequent trips on his jeckass between his home on Esgle Creek, N. C., and
Cades Cove, Tenn., aeross the ridge (disc 781).

16. National Park Service officinls say: ‘Today this arca is one of the most ag-
cessible in the Park, but as late a3 1018 conditions were very different. It was reached
from Sevierville by wagon or buggy, over a road that was little more than & trail,
‘There were no bridges; the river and many creeks had to be forded through water so
deep that it came almost into the bed of the wagon, nnd sometimes was too deep to
be crossed. If high waters, & broken axle, or some other accident caused no deley,
the round trip to Knoxville could be made in six days.’ This is quoted from Report
on the Proposed Mountain Culiure Program for Great Smoky Mountains National
Park, in typescript, by H. C, Wilburn, C. 8. Grossmen, A. Stupka, 1038 {copy in ths
perk library). See alao dise G5A.

17. Sce Greve, The Story of Gatlinburg, p. 16,

18. Although the dinry (1821) of William Davenport, surveyor for North Carolina
of the N, C.~Tenn. atate line, meations a ‘Catnloochee turnpike road,* Mr. H. C. Wil-
burn of the National Park Service believes this was only a wide trail, and that a real
road was not built until much later (¢1850); ace his Historical Paper, no, 3 {type-
geript), National Park Servico, 1040,
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Gap.”® The wild country on the creeks draining into the Little Tennessee

INTRODUCTION 9

Indians were living in the Smokies when the first white settlers arrived
about the end of the 18th century. In 1763 George XX procleimed thet the
boundary between the white settlements and the Indian lands should be

hptwecn_Enrnc:,:.Creok-and~Deals-Gapvhas—always-becmsparselrinlzabi ted;
it was in communication, difficult at best, with Maryville, Tenncssee,
béfore the road was built connecting it with Bryson City, North Carolina,®
;l‘ha round trip to Maryville by wagon is seid to have taken eight or ten

LAY

The first real influence from the outside world (except for an occasional
schoclmaster or preacher) eame with the turmoil of the War between the
States, which reached even into the hills. Later, exploitation of the abun-
dant timber resources brought in many people from beyond the mountains.
From about 1900 until the establishment of the park, logging companies
operated on Hazel Creck, Little River, at Gatlinburg, on Big Creek, and
the Qconaluftee River.

In the meantime, writers found an untilled ficld for stories and articles
of intermingled adventure, romance, and scenery (the combination of
picturesque mountain people, bear-hunting, and the illicit distilling of
liquor in a setting of wild, romantic beauty is indeed happy one), and
spread the fame of the Smokies.? Horace Kephart, the author of Qur
Southern Highlanders and numerous magazine articles, is eonceded much
eredit for popularizing the region and giving impetus to the movement to
create a notional park.=

XX, Smokies Hislory,

The history of the white settlement of the Smokies is but imperfectly
known. It is concerned in part with the long series of treaties with the
Cherokee Indians, by which their boundary lines were moved farther and
farther south, until their cleims were finally abrogated; and in part with the
constant encroachments by white settlers on Indian lands.

19. According to Greve, op, ait., p. 70, a weekly mail route from Sevierville to
Gatlinburg, Lufty, N. C., and Cashiers Valloy was established sometime before 1850,
This route wns covercd on horseback and required seven daya for the round trip,
For the Indian Gap road, sce note 14.

20. Testimony of an informant of Hazel Creck. W, B. Ziegler and B. 8. Grosscup,
Western North Carolina, or the Heart of the Alleghanies {Ralcigh, 1883), aay, p. 130:
‘Hazel and Engle Crecks empty into the Little Tennessee in a still mere lonely
and less inhabited secetion, ...’ Bryson City, previously known as Bears Town,
later as Charleston, does not appear to hnve been much of o center before about 1871,
when it became the sent of the noewly-formed Swain County.

21, For an extensive Jist of books and articles, see ‘A Bibliography for the Great
Smokies,’ Appalachia, vol. 18, no. 3 (1931), pp. 271-277, Miss Murfree's novel of the
Smokies was publisked in 1885, and Kephart's book fitst appenred in 1913,

22, Mt. Kephart, nt the headwaters of the Oconaluftee and the Little Pigean,
was named in his honor; also Kephart Prong, n tributary of the Oconaluftee, drain-
ing from the mountain,

that range of mountains which divides the streams running east from those
running west.® This range was the Blue Ridge Mountains, lying to the
west of the Piedmont plateau and to the ecast of the Smokics. But the
movement of colonial population into the western watershed was not to be
deterred by law or treaty, In 1772, the Watauga Association was formed
on the rivers of upper East Tennessee by seftlers, many of whom eame from
Virginie and the Piedmont districts of North Carclina.® In 1777, a tract of
land, mostly mountainous, in western North Caroline and eastern Tennes-
see was surrendered by the Cherokees. In 1785, the Federal government
concluded its first Indian treaty, an instrument which defined the bound-
aries of the Cherokees and made available for white settlement an ares of
550 square miles on the French Broad River in North Carolina. It was in
this district that the town of Asheville soon came into existence. In 1783,
the colonial assembly of North Carolina, in extending the boundaries of
the state westward to the Mississippi, reserved for the Cherokees a tract
comprised between the headwaters of the Big Pigeon River and the point
where the Tennessee River first crosses the southern boundary of the state.s
‘This large area includes the Great Smokies. But no boundary line lasted
many years, and in 1791, after the Holston treaty, a line was run from the
junction of the Holston and the Clinch Rivers (below Xnoxville) to & point
on the Great Smoky Mountains, and thence in the same dircetion until it
reached the freaty line made in 1785 (which, in the main, was & north-
south line west of the Blue Ridge).” This treaty ceded a latge ares includ-
ing, in Tennessee, the present limits of Sevier and Cocke Counties, & portion
of Blount county, and, in North Carolina, a tract lying mostly west of the
French Broad River.?” This trenty is significent, for it is the first legalizing
settlement in the Smokies. It opened up, however, only the northeastern
section. Another section of the Smokies was made available by the treaty
of Tellico in 1798, which moved further south the Indian boundary line in
North Carolina,®® It was not until 1819 that the Cherokee claims in the

23, Sce fresimile extract of the proclamation in Ralph Henry Grbriel, The Lure
of the Frantier (The Pageant of America, vol. 2, Yale University Press, 1929), p. 25,

2. J. G. M. Ramscy, Annals of Tennesses (Charleston, 1853), pp. 93, 94, 102; also
T. P, Abernethy, From Frontier to Plantation in Tenncssee {University of North
Carolinn Press, 1932), pp. 3, 21.

25. Charles C. Royce, 'The Cherokee Nation of Indians,’ in Buresu of American
Lthuology, Fifth Annual Report (Washington, D, C., 1887), p. 170.

26, Ibid., p. 165.

27. Loc, el

28. Royee, op. cit., pp. 174, 181,
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southwestern portion of the Smaokies were annulled, The districts not open
to lawful settlement until that time included Cades Cove, Deep Creek, and
all creeks to the west of it on the North Caroline side of the mountaing 3

INTRODUCTION 1

from thence...until it intersects the Indian boundary line... provided
it may not include any of the citizens of Tuckylechy Cove in the county of
Sevier.”* One of the present residents of Wears Valley informed the writer

Lhis recital of the steady, forced withdrawal of Indian claims gives some
notion of the strong pressure exerted by the advancing white population,
end the repidity with which the settlement of western North Carolina and
eastern Tennessee was effected.

Lvidence as to the date of the first white settlements in the Smokies
proper is scant. According to H. C. Wilburn, National Park Service, after
the treaty of 1791, “and speculators, most of whom had been soldiers of
the Revolutionary War, began to take up the choice lands along the
Oconaluftee from the neighborhood of the present Ravensiord to Smoke-
mont. By about 1810 most of these lands had been occupied and thriving
communities developed. These settlers consisted, mainly, of families who
had pushed westward across the Blue Ridge, and were immigrants, or
immediate descendents of immigrants.’® The Smokies gencalogist, B. C.
Conner, a native of the Oconaluftee, states that his great-grandparents
(Mingus) came from Saxony, Germany in 1792 [?), and were ‘the first white
settlers to claim o possession on the waters of the upper Ocona Luf ty river.’st

In 1795, [Wilbura continues} Felix Walker obtained a grent for four
square miles of land in the vicinity of Mingus Creek. . .. A number of
the earliest settlers in this area derived title to their lands through the
Walker grant. . . . It is quite evident thet prior to the year 1800, & num-
ber of families had become well established in this aredt, and in the next
few years numerous settlements were made along the Oconaluftee and

Ravens Fork, influenced, no doubt, by the old trails and abandoned
Indian clearings?

The first white child was born in the Gatlinburg area in 18023

The drtes of settlement of other areas in the Smokies are also uncertain.
Early Tennessee laws which create or alter county lines provide a little
information. One of 1797, by which Cocke County was erected, mentions
the ‘uppermost house on Cosby’s Creck.™ In 1811, the line of Cocke
County was changed s0 as to ‘include all the inhabitants on the waters of
Cosby’s Creck.’ One of 1809 mentions both Wears Valley and Tuckaleechee
Cove; the Blount County line is to run by ‘William Davis's in Weirs Cove,

29. Sec the map in Royce,

30. Report on Mountain Culture Program, p. 4 (v. 2. note 16).
31, Conner MSS., GSMNP Library.

32. Report on Mountain Culture Program, p. 7.

33, Jeanette S, Greve, ‘The Traditions of Gatlinburg,! East Penncssec Historical
Society Publications, no, 3 (1931), p. B2 £,

34, Henry D, Whitnoy, The Land Laws of Tenncssce (Chattanoogn, 1801), p. 659,

that when his grent-great-grandfather arrived there to settle, he found
Indians occupying the land, and that, with some other men, ‘he kindly
scared the Indiens out and settled.

Cades Cove was not open for legal occupaney until 1819, It is said that
the first permanent white settlers were John Oliver and Job Jones, who
came to the cove about 1818, from New Jersey, where they had served in
the Revolution. They found Indians living there and spent their first night
in an Indian hut. Later, et the {ime of the Cherokee removal to the West,
they helped to seize the Indians in the cove.*

It is believed that Cataloochee, & narrow valley enclosed by abruptly
rising high mountains, did not have permanent occupants until about 1840,
having previously fallen into the hands of land speculators?? The more
open country, immediately to the south, must have been settled by 1800,

One of the most rugged sections of the Smokies hes alweys been the most
sparsely settled. This is the area in western Swain County, North Caroline,
between Forney Creek and Deals Gap.® Arnold Guyot, the geographer,
writing in 1856~18G0, observes that it is ‘still a wilderness, little fre-
quented.” So also Ziegler and Grosscup, in 1883, note that on the Little
Tennessee ‘the mountains so encroach on the river that little arable land
is afforded; houses are consequently far apart, in some places five miles of
road being devoid of a clearing.’* One of the older present residents of the
area states that his family came to Hazel Creek nbout 1882 when he wasa
boy, and that his parents had previously settled in Cashiers Valley, having
come there from South Carolina, which is but a short distance away.#
Zicgler and Grosscup observe that many South Carolinians had settled in
that valley.” The informant of Hazel Creek, just mentioned, stated zlso
that other first settlers of that area came from Burke County, North Caro-
lina, sbout 1883.

The routes to the Smokies followed by the pioneers scem to have been
chiefly three: (1) the Valley of Virginia fo the Tennessee Valley; (2) Swan-

35. Ibid., pp. T16-718,

306. Report on Mountain Culture Program, p. 17,

a1, Ibid., p. 31.

38. Bvidence in early deeds; e.g., Haywood Co. (N. C.) Register, vol. 4, p. 102,

39, 8ee p. 8.

40. Op. cil,, p. 205; see note 15,

41, Op. c¢it., p. 145; see nlso note 20,

42, Sce p. 5. and note 12,

43. Op. ¢it., p. 321. Cashiers Yalley is only 10 miles from the South Caralina line,
and nccess from that state to western North Carolina up the Keowee River would
seem to have been easy.
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nanop Gap and Hickory Nut Gap, east and south of Asheville, respectively,
from the Carolina Piedmont; (3) Cashiers Valley, from South Carolina.
Some of the migrants from the North appear to have followed a more

1
THE VOWEL SOUNDS OF STRESSED SYLLABLES

roundabout route, down the Valley of Virginia o the Valley of the Yadkin
and the Piedmont plateau (where, in some cases, they settled for a time),
and then west through the gaps in the Blue Ridge, In many instences, it is
to be suspected, North and South Carolina were merely temporary stopping
places for the settlers; the migration into the Smokies, in the main, was
part of that larger movement down from the North, particularly Pennsyl-
vania, Delaware, and the Virginia Tidewater. There seems also to have
been 2 lesser movement from Charleston, South Carolina, to the Piedmont.
from which the Smokies popuiation probably drew,

44, Campbell, op. cit., pp. 56-59,
45, Ibid.. . 57.

1, (i),

This sound, which is derived from Middle English long close ¢ or open
¢, shows no important variation from general American usage either as
to length or quality. There is, of course, a tendency to prolong it in sentence
positions which are subject to the characteristic drawl of Smoky Mountain
speech, especially at the end of a clause or a sentence; but all vowels and
diphthongs are likely to be so affected.

[i) eppears in such words as the following:

Bead, benn, beast, bee, believe, between, cheek, creek, deal, deep,
dream, eagle, evening, feed, feel, fect, fever, field, free, grieve, he, heap,
jeans, least (‘smallest’), leave, meal, meet, people, read, reason, season,
seed, sheep, steal, steel, teach, teeth, three, tree, we, weak, week.

Lengthening of the vowel may be illustrated by a sentence transcribed
from one of the phonograph records: [wi 'drdnt 'hev 'mat§ ° "tiim], ‘We
didn’t have much of a (baseball) team.’ (There is a rising and then falling
inflection in feam, which is prolonged as though by compensation, for the
other words of the sentence are spoken rather fast.) Diphthongization
erdinarily oceurs only before {, as in feel [fial], steal [stiol),

The historical variation {i]/[t], as in sleek/slick, is reflected in breeches,
Hef, negro, which have [1] in the Great Smokies. So also sweeny (lameness
of the shoulder in animals) in its two occurrences was ['swinil} Creek,
however, is always [krik], never [krik}?

[e] or [ex] may appeear in place of standard English [i] in a few words
with Middle English open e, In the language of older people, real and
really ave often fresl] and {'reli). On = disc, jeans (2 home-woven cloth
formerly used in men’s clothes) is pronounced [d3einz) by an old-fashioned
woman of Cosby; this form is said to be used by many old people.® Mean-

1. The OBD says: '‘Sweeny (swi'ni) U. 8. Also swinn{e)y (probably £, G. dinl.
aschweine “emaciation,” “ntrophy”).’ The Supplement (1933) gives the earlicst
example of its use, dated 1820-32, and antednting Thornton's exemples. ‘The Century
Dictionery states that the origin is obscure.

2, Cherles Carpenter, in ‘Varistion or Southern Mountain Dialeet,” American
Speech, val. 8 (1933), no. 1, p. 24, says that the vowel of this word may vary [1), {i],
[e] from one mountnin district to another, ‘Chis is not true of the five counties studied
(Cacke, Sovier, Blount Cos., Tenn.; Haywood, Swain Cos., N. G.).

3. Cf. the apelling in an early Toe Valley (N. C.) record quoted in Muriel Earley
Sheppard, Cabins in the Laurel (Univeraity of North Carolins Press, 1935), p. 47:
‘. . Four suits of clothes, two of which should be good "“janes” and two of everyday
atuff.

13
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lime is ['menta'm] on a record of a young speaker from a neighboring
county (Madison) in North Caroling. East, least, mean v., meal oceurred
once each with [e], but such pronunciations are apparently not very

commom,Bleatwas-hemd only once, in
iblert] ‘sound of a horn’; loeal informants (mountain people) reported,
however, that bleal is always [blert] in the Smokies.¢ According to a White
Ozk informant (Haywood Co., N, C.), a few people say [klen] for clean,
and one man says [beaz) and ['ben,pets).

Middle English open & oceurs as {e] in bream (o kind of -sunfish) [brem],
clean (reported; as in “The corn’s [klen] of weeds’), dreamed [dremp(t)),
leaned (lent] (beside (lind)), leaped (lept), reach (rets] (beside [ritS)), reached
[ret§t] (beside [ritSt)).

Other variations are: neither ['na%s) (or one of the dises); Del Rio (Cocke
Co., Tenn.} [del'rio] and [del'razo).

2. 1.

This vowel, derived from Middle English %, may be sounded with no
difference from general American usage, as in the following words:

Betwixt, big, bit, bristle, cliff, chin, Crisp, drift, fix, ginseng ['dzm
Sep), give, him, his, hiss, it, kiss, lick, live, liquor, pick, pig, phthisie
['trzsk), physic, quick, quit, rich, ridge, sick, slick (as an adj., ‘slippery’;
as & n,, ‘laurel or rhododendron thicket’), sing, sit, spignet (‘spikenard’),
thick, whiskey, widow, wind, window.

On the whole, however, 3] is unstable, as in much of English regional
speech; it has a tendency both to diphthongize slightly and to vacillate
between raised and lowered sounds. Some characteristics in its treatment
are discussed in the following paragraphs.

The variability of [r) may be observed first in the universal tendency
to diphthongize it in monosyllzbles under emphasis and in the prolonged
end-clause or cad-sentence position, Such breaking is often attended with
a tense, narrowed first clement and a falling pitch in the second, Examples:
“..If you carry on like [*S1iis)'; ‘We didn't get nothin’ that ("trT3p)';
“We hit out down what we call the ['znton: 'rinyds)’; *. . .As long as I
{'Its,3v]) Other examples selected from the phonograph records are: chin
('tSiand, cliff {'kH.af), pitch (‘prost§), bridge ('brizzdz). All these words com-
monly accur, of course, with normal [z} undiphthongized,

4. This form is apparently well diffused through the South. It was recorded by D.S.
Crumb, ‘The Dinlect of Southenstern Missouri,’ Dialect Notes, vol. 2, p. 306 (1003),
and by J. W, Carr, *A List of Words from Northwest Arkansas,’ ibid., vol. 3, p. 70
(1905), Omz Stanley, The Speech of Bast Tezas (Columbia University Press, 1037),
p. 7, says that in Enst Texas bleat ia nlways (blet].

The common New England form is [blmt); sce the Linguistic Atlas of New England
{Providence, 1039), vol. 1, pt. 2, map 195.
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Under much the same circumstances, diphthongization may be present,
with or without raising, in monosyllables before I, as in Al {h1a1l), kil
kinl], buiid {biosld). In pol

There is o tendency in some speakers fo use a fense, slightly raised
(1], as in biy, fifly, live, ridge, slick, villain ['viclon), and [i] in fish, itch,
little, stick, wick. A raised {1z}, approaching (], is not infrequent in big,
especially when the speaker is excited or enthusiastic; for example: {"Geets
Bo 'bru-g '6i'p m 'Bis kantrr). The time-honored {'lit)] for litle is heard
occesionally in such expressions as {'dz1st o 'li-t}] just a little,’ ['li-t] bit)
‘a little bit,' ['li-t] 'fzdv) ‘a little further. District was ['distrik(t)] in 2l
instances noted, but this pronunciation is probably limited to old-timers’

Laxer and lowered varieties of [1), often reaching (], may frequently
be heard in different, lid, rid, risk, until, *til, and the third syllable of whistle-
pig ‘groundhog': [‘desfant], (lird), [red], .. .[hwis|pesg]. (set] for sit
is probably a case of contemination with the cognate transitive verb.s

Both raising and lowering are very common before nasals. All degrees
between [i] and [e] are represented, although the variations ordinarily
remain close to [1), as in [ltamj], (livm] Iimb, or ['divng] dinner. 1] or (i]

5. Mary N. Murfree (‘Charles Egbert Craddock'), in The Prophet of the Great Smoky
Mountaing (Boston and New York, 1885) writes lectle (p. 114), greased peeg (p. 123),
heejus beastis ‘hideous beast’ (p. 02). Horace Kephart, in his unpublished notes {vol,
3468, p.503; scc bibliography), writes deestric, eeteh, keeck, lectle. R, L, Mason, The Lure
of the Great Smokics (Boston and New York, 1927), has creetical {p. 173), conseedered
(p. 191). Josiah Combs, ‘The Language of the Southern Highlanders, PMLA, vol. 46
(1931), p. 1316, notes seel 'sill.’ Argus Tressider, ‘The Speech of the Shenandoah
Valley,’ American Speech, vol. 12 (1937), pp. 284-288, notey {i] in fish. This pronuncia-
tion appears in various regionnl word lists; e.g. ,"The Pioneer Dinlect of Southern
IHinois,” Dialect Notes, vol. 2, p, 232 (1002), which aleo hns ‘disk, as if apelled deesh.’
For [i] in 4fck, ef. this entry in John Brown’s Journal (1795): “The People [of the Toe
Valley, N. C.} lives uncomen poor & mostly have the Ench, . .’ (“John Brown’s Jour-
nal of Travel in Western North Caroling in 1795, A, R, Newsome, ed, , North Caroling
Historical Revicw, val. 11, 1934, p. 300), For the raised vowel in big, ¢f. the Buncombe
Co. (N. C.) Register of Deeds, vol. 2, p. 324 (1796): . . .thenco down the various
courses of said creek to beeg Pigeon River. .. !

Such spellings as steek ‘stick,' stecked ‘sticked’ in the Gabriel Harvey Letters,
and lectle ‘little,’ reaver ‘river’ in the Verncy Memoirs, and many others cited by
H, C, Wyld, A History of Modern Colloquial English, 3rd ed. (London, 1936), p. 208,
show that pronunciations with (iJ for [t) were formerly numerous and widespread.
Harold Whitehall, “The Historical Stntus of Modern English [1], Language, vol, 16
(1040), pp. 120-321, says: ‘If logographic and orthoepic evidence can ever bo trusted,
one important status of MnE [1] in the EMnE period was the higher-front ).
See p. 62 and note 28, chap. 11, for [i)/[t) in unstressed syllables.

6, Kophnrt, p. 503, notes bed ‘bid,’ resk, Combs finds effn if’ (p. 1305), resk (p.
1316). Cf. twell ‘until’ in ‘A Mountain Sermon,’ American Journal of Sociology,
vol. 7 (1801), p. 21. Wyld, p, 228 {., cites many interesting 15th, 16th, and 17th cen-
tury spellings showing [¢] for [t); e.g., deficulte, gletteryng, thether, fefty, peityful.

Nables, however, {1] is ordinarily unaffected,

e expression sorn bleal f'hovn  as in Asily ['hlt), children ['tSildon).
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may sometimes be heard in chinch, #n, Indien ["11ndjon), :ﬂz'ng,-pfn.ch, .sz'nk-
hole, thing, end occasionally in the -iag ending (especmlly.m smgmg)."
On the other hand, [es] or [€] often occurs in drink, finger, Pinger (family-
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Words which do not fit into any of the groups discussed above are preity,
usually (’pxtr], sometimes ['pusti], rarely ['prity), {'pratil; vigorous ‘fierce,’
‘vicious’ {'vargres]; and whip (hwup], (hwip]; wisk [wus] (once).

name);-hinder—ink—Lincoln—Mingusrinse-{rent$)i—since;—spring; nz;f.(y,
string, thing (also in anything [‘eny,0e:y)), wing.® In Emerts Cove, sting
and thing were transcribed [sterp], [ferg). Ring is usuelly [r_cm]. Been,
usually [bin] in the Smokies as generally in Ameries, is sometimes {ben).
Pin and pen may be homophones, )

The [1] which appears in general American speech before 7 is represented
by diverse developments in the Smokies, The normal sounfi may,-of course,
be heard and is perhaps the usual one in most words of this type, but there
are some variants which are interesting in the light of historical phonology.

In the following words, only (15) was heard: at‘cared. {obsolescent for
‘afraid’), beer, appear, dear, deer, dreary, severe (as in ‘We had two
pretty severe dogs'), Sevierville [sa'vigval].$

But the vowel in hear, here, near, nearly is often preceded by & palatal
glide, and such varintions as (b, (hiss], (hjes], thisl, (o], (i), ete.
are current, Here as [hjeo] has apparently passed out of use.® For kear,
{hjeo] is said to be very common, Clear and year vary (klig), [klea], (kla,
ete.t Miracle, ['mertkol] in the older speech, is now usually ['msri‘:tall.
Queer, rear v., shear are fkwea] (once [kwag)), [rzs), {Seo] ([$2] on one dise).
Irrigale was pronounced [‘aropeit] by & CCC foreman oi: Cades Cove
(Blount Co., Tenn,), [‘mragert] by older speakers of the White Oak (Hay-
wood Co., N. C.). Eer is [j10], [i5], (je), [15]).2

7. Stanley, p. 9, finds (i] in king, tingle, tinkls in East Texas, but usut:]ly [c],'[ell
before nk, ig.ch'orgc P, Wilson, ‘Some Unrccorded Soutliern Vowels,! Amerfean
Speech, vol. 9 (1934), p. 210, notes similar phenomena, o -

?S.GT'hc Smoky Mo;.mtnin écnealogist, Edward C. Conner, in his MSS, (see bibliog-
raphy), writes begenning (p. 18). Kephart, loc. ¢iL., notes kender, sence; and Comba,
p. 1316, {w)renck, (w)rainck, 'rinse,’ kender. Brown (1795), p. 3!0,.\|.-n'tes convensed.
‘There are, of course, pumerous examples of {¢} for f1] b)l:fore nnsals in Wyld, p. 2281.;

£ denner ‘dinner’ (Machyn), sence, thenck (Verney). )
’ E:9’. A well-educated informant of Wenrs Valley saya that dear is nlso pronounced
e i kers. Cf. hyar, hyur

10. But there ny {Sox] may still be heard from a fow old|spca ers. Cf. hyar, hyu
‘here,’ Wephart, vol, 3476, pp. 52, 57. William Cabell Greet, "A Phonographic Expcdol-
tion to Willinmsburg, Virginie,! American Speech, vol. 8 (1931), p. IBB‘I., 8RYS thn: in
Willinmaburg kere is [hic], kjea], or (hjo). Stanley, p. §, says that [c) is ocensionnl in

lcar, kear, here, near, ete,

¢ c{;?. :\c::ordiné to s; White Qak informant, ‘most people say (kix); very ’few SRY

(k1z), (Klex).’ When I ventured to inquire as to the frequency of the forgx {jezr] year

on Cosby Creek, a lady replied that she knew it was wrang,_but that.( ‘just lota of

people around here speak it that way.” Cf, twenty ye'r (years) in W, B, Ziegler, B. 8.

Grosscup, Western North Carolina (Raleigh, 1883), p. 95, ’ .

12. For {3] in words of this type, ef, yurs ‘esra’, ‘Mountsin Sermon,’ p. 22; cherfully
‘cheerlully,’ Conner, p, 9.

3. [e].

This vowel differs from general American [e] only in being more sus-
ceptible to diphthongization,

It appears in such words as:

Aching, acre, age, amen, awake, bake, break, broomsage, Cable,
Chambers (Cregk), daylight, Tace, favor v. (‘resemble’), game, grain,
graveyard, graze, hate v, (*be sorry’), late, main, rake, range, Reagan,

snake, state, stay, straight, Swain (Co,, N.C.), tale, taste, trail,
Waynesville,

The diphthong [e1] neasly always appears for {¢], and it is more con-
venient to suggest & few circumstances when it need not oceur than to
define all of the conditions of its presence.

The pure vowel may appear in the current of rapid speech, as in the sen-
tences: ‘So we went up the face (fes) of the mountain,’ ‘She done her baking
in an oven’ [§i 'dan ho ‘bekin m o ‘Avan). Tt may occur in polysyliables
without especial emphesis, as in dangerous, Grady, Haywood County, law-
breaking, nature, neighbor, potato. Also in syllebles with secondary stress,
as in aggravate, Desolation (place-name), separated, serenading,

Emphasis or drawl always produces diphthongization, whether in mono-

syllables, polysyllebles, or syllables with secondary stress; for example, in
the sentences:

I'll see you all later, fal *si jal lerta)

That's on the far Winter Range, ['Gzts on 6
I would rather have that than any place in Sevier County,
[a draSz 'hov Szt 5°n ‘o 'plets 1n s3'viz 'keeunty)

Such as that's what gives Cosby a bad name,
['s1t§ 0z 'Swts wat 'givz 'kozbr o 'bred 'ne‘im]

'fs 'wintz re-rends)

Sometimes there is a pinched ofi-glide, as in the sentence: “WWe
the fire-place’ fwid 'set o'rmun Bo 'fa-rplerss]. Diphthongization is usually
very noticeable in highwey ['ha“we:) nnd daylight ['de<,lat) {or [de<z
Ia-'t], with rsing inflection on the second syllable),

An off-glide (o] (approaching (1)) always appears before final I or I fol-
lowed by » consonant, as in rail, railroad, trail, fire-frail: [real) ete, A fow
speekers, given fo slow, drawled utterance, use such forms as {'resial],
The simple vowel may oceur in open syllnbles, as in Caylor (f amily-name),

cold-trailer (s hunting dog which can follow & ‘cold trail’), palings ('pelnz),
ete.

'd sit arcund
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Twice on the phonograph records [e] appears as the more open sound
{el: ‘He was making ['mekon] for the ereek’; ‘We'd stay {ste'] up there!
Naked as ['nekid), of course, is usual.®
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fence, fetch, guess, head, hello, help (usually fhep)), leather, let, many,

Messer, never, pestle, ready, reckon 1 - i
k) :_ tel.l,,_w;.-n ) A Y, » 8pell, spread-heed (o Xind of

Some words which have [¢] in the standard pronunciation have, or may
have, other vowels in the Smokies. Drain is generally [drin], not often
fdremn).# Flake was [flik] in the sentence, “They fleaked out and left the
church,”® James is occasionally [dzimz). Skeins, the metal covering of
the axle, is apparently always [(skinz). Steple (2 kind of nail) is [‘stipal].
Tor ate, the archaic [it] is universal (except as ‘corrceted’ to [et] in a few
individual cases).ts A graler is called a {'grits], possibly through the in-
fluence of grils (& food prepared from grated corn). Ancient, plague, plait
v. (‘weave’) were heard only with @] : {"mntfont], etc.”?

4. [e].

This vowel, which is normally the development of Middle English &
or of an early modern shortening of Middle English (€] (in the latter case
often spelled ca), is represented by a variety of developments in the
Great Smokies. In some cases it remains unchanged; in others, under
especinl stress or drawl, it may become a diphthong {e.¢], (€3], or [gjo];
it may also become [1] or [}, especially in combination with a nasal; or,
it may become [e], particularly before [g] and the palatal spirants; before 7,
it may be retracted to (), Besides these developments, there are & few
words in which [a] is substituted for [¢], and some dislectal survivals of
[i]) for ME [g].

The usuel American [€] appears in the following words:

Attention, bend, breath, clever (‘*hospitable’), commence, deadening n,
(‘a place cleared of trees by girdling’), death, devil, dread, edge, Enloe,

13. Greet, Willinmsburg, p. 167, ssys that pronunciations with [e], [e1] for [e],
as in make, great, say, day, are characteristic of Southera constal speech, X, M,
Ayres, ‘Besmudian English, dmerican Speech, vol. 8 (1933), no, 1, p. 7, states that
fe] is characteristically [c) in Bermuda; e.g. efreid [ofre:d).

4. According to the Linguistic Atlas, vol. 1, pt. 1, map 32, {drin] is fairly common
in New England,

15. The OED states that fleak(e) (7.v.) is an obsolete or dinlectal form of flake,
Of the latter, it says (v. s. flake, ab.2): ‘Of difficult etymology: possibly several distinet
words have caalesced.’ Cf, a fleek (slice) of ham meat, recorded in Kentucky, American
Speech, vol. 8, no. 2, p. 49,

16. (et} was not heard, although et appears in Frances Goodrich, Mountain Home-
spun (Yale University Press, 1931), p. 50, ete. The past participle algo is (it} in the
Smokies.

17. Ancient and angel with fr] must have been common in the United States in
the early part of the lnst century. According to G, P. Xrapp, The English Language
in America (New York, 1925), vol. 2, p. 120, Webster in his Compendious Dictionary
(1506) rejected the British pronuncintion of these words with (c), maintaining that
tthere is no shadow of reason why « in angel, ancient should have a different sound
from that in angelic, angle, anguish.’

) Diphthongization, as usua), is associated with stress, rising and falling
inflection, and prolonged utterance. Illustrative sentences are: "There
came a spell of snow. ... [z 'kam o 'spe‘al o 'snoy]; ‘I couldn’t hardly
get my breath’ [o 'kunt 'hardlx 'gtt mo 'bre, £6). Asked his name, an adoles-
cent rc.aplied: ["bejol] ‘Bell.’ One woman of Cataloochee, who sp,enks slowly
and with 2 constantly changing pitch, pronounces pen [pirjon] on one of
the records.

) The combinative influcnce of nesals is well exemplified in the following
hst‘of wo::ds, in which (] is often raised to or toward [1]: again(st) prep.
conj., again n..dv., enyway, attend, Benson, end, enter, fence, forenen(s)’;
prep. (‘opposite, facing'), friend, generally, genuine, Glen, Henry, hen
Jenking, many, men, mend, peony, pension, ten, Tennessee, A

The movement of [¢] toward [x] before nasals is very noticeable in chil-
dren and adolescents, although it is present to a degree in the speech
of everyone, A middle-aged man of Mt, Sterling, questioned by 4 local
authont}: as to a theft, declared: [hrts 'nat 'dsmoetad mm mi ta 'stial), 1

The raising of [¢] to (1) was observed also in; crevice ["krevis], Ella ['1lo]
Ev?ns, get, Gregory, ketile, melon, recollect [‘rika'likt) and ['rlka'lekt]’
regiment [rrd3)- (once), yesterday, yet. '

-chlling (-house) oceurred once with a high [ev], and fefeh on one of the
fl:scs shows a raised vowel, [ex] or [xs], Gregory is commeonly [‘grigor]
in Cad.es Coye, where the family has been numerous.i Overlooking the cove
1 an lmposing mountzin known as Gregory Bald.

The opposite tendency to lower [¢] to or toward {e] is also frequent before
ns}suls. It was observed in: bench, bench-legged, cleansed, genuine (usually
:.}r::hblr]), g.iriien}i; (usqally 1lls:r::[l]]), hem v. (as in, ‘One of the dogs [hzmd]

ear in’), hem-pine (*hernlock’ ! R
i 'é)nthaSn - ock’), memory [‘memrz], men, mea-folks,

Be.nch-legged often occurs in the expression ('bent§,legad 'faist), o dog

of mixed breed, much used in huniing, Men clearly had the lowerc:i vowel

18. Conner, p. 5, writes Sinace City, 8. C.; Ol i i 7
; it » 3. €, Olive Tilford Dargan, in Highland

Annals' (:TI ew York, 1925), p. 286, writes trimmle "tremble.’ Of. alsg th'u spnllii:g: ’iln
Bn;;]\‘n ';h}ournﬁl (1795): mintioned (p. 211), whin (p. 307).

9. The spe ing Grigery appears in Heads of Families af the First Censu
United States, taken in the year 1750; North Carolina (U. 8. Department of Co;;fc:iz
fxnd Labor, 1998), p. 231, Conuer, p. 17, writes Gragory'es-ball ‘Gregory Bald,’ show-
ing the opposite change of [e] to (). Ci. the early vacillations in tho neme Melealf

in the Buncombe Co. Register: Medealf vol. 2, p. 407 (1706). M3
Madealf vol. 2, p. 320 (1796). Jvol.2p- 407 (106), Miteal vol. 3, . (1704,
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in the stotement of a former resident of Barnes Valley, now dead: [Ser
waz 'boiud 'pritr ‘osuld 'meman). .
lxe] is common also in beg, keg, leg (also bench-legged, boot-legging), peg,
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the trail,’ The ballad of “The Seven Brothers' (Ear]l Brand) is known to 2
Big Bend woman as “The Seven ['braSain], i.e., brethren,'s
Before r, [e] is often retracted to (2], as in: Americus (given-neme), berry,

Other words which may participate in this change are eligible ['eldzrbal
(once), well, Gregory (‘greegrr) (heard with this vowel at the White Oak,
Haywood Co., N. C.), Meigs ['megzaz) (as in Meigs M ou:-zfa_in). The local
spelling of the given name Lewellyn indicates the pronunciation: Lewa!lerl.
Thresh and wrestle are uniformly pronounced with (z], as everywhere in
American colloquial speech.®

Sometimes, too, [€] moves toward or becomes fe]. In the latter case
it may be diphthongized to [e1:] (with a pinched off-glide) or [ejo). .The
shift toward [e] and its variants is common in egy {eg), keg, ley (sometimes
{leig]), and occasional in edge, fresh_(freix§], measure, pleasure. Isolnted
examples of the same tendency are: bed [be:ud), dead [dead), ’{"hunderhcad
(the highest mountain at the southwest end of the ?mokles) -hed),
death ['d€jab), Beck [be:k), again [o'geon] (twice), Bell ['bejal], bench [bemnts),
Metlinger ['melipe), Kephart ['kephazt]. Perhaps to be included here also
are broomsedge ['brumseds), Kentucky [kemn'taki} (the latter used. only by
a few old people).® Evidence that diphthongization exerts some influence
upon narrowing the vowel is possibly to be seen in Slltfh forms as: Bﬁc!f
{bejal), again [o'geon), bed (besjod), dead [dead), dea.Ih [dejal). ‘I'm wantin
to go to bed! whined a petulant Weynesville child, kept up after bed-
time: {aim 'wontn to 'go to ‘be:'jod). ) . :

Very often [a} replaces (£] in steady v. (e.g., [hi ‘stadid h:z‘se_f 9'gin
9 'seplon)), trestle {'tras)), whether ['hwa®s], and it usually appears in ires-
pass [‘traspaes), Fresh is sometimes heard with this vowel, as in the state-
ment of a local fire-warden: ‘The tracks [of 2 bear] was just (fra$) across

20. For the lowered vowel before nasaly, ¢f, menifoned ‘mentioned,’ J. Bryan

Grimes, North Carotina Wills and Inventories (Raleigh, 1912), p. 7; banch'es *benches,’
‘gingeng,’ Conner, pp. 28, 39. .

mnéi.&!ro“‘f(l?i}s) writza Galaspys ‘Gillespie's’ {p. 201}, sad ‘satd’ (p. 304; 'seat of
Justice for snd County*). John Sevier, first governor of Tenncssee, spells bmkﬁra{cd
for breakfusied, 1707 (see John H., Dewitt, ed., ‘Journal of Governor John Sevier
(1790-1815)," Tennessee Historical Magazine, vol. 5, 1819-20, p. 237). Mrs, Dargan,
p. 20, writes desapiivest ‘roost deceptive.’ See also note 19, )

1t is interesting ond significant that Professor H, M. Ayres, American Speech,
vol.8, ro. |, p.7, finds (o] for [¢) in Bermuda in such words ns ten, measure, left, many,
benefit, whether, end. Professor Ayres points out that: B.er.mudn. was first sattled.m
the 17th century by a stranded detachment of the Virginia Cumpany,.and that its
speech shows o remarkablo gimilarity to that of the Virginin and Carolina const,

23, For broomsage (popular etym. 7), sce the DA E, under broomsedge. Brown_ (179.5},
p. 302, writes Kotntucky; Sevier (1802) writes Caintucky line (Tenncssce Historical
Muegazine, vol, 6, 1920, p. 35).

bury, r'eremony,—Ghemke%-derﬁck;—Jerry,—serenadc—(‘shivnree‘);‘slmﬁff,
terrible, very.

A high central sound, however, appears on 2 disc in Jerry ['d3iri], and
sheriff was ['$irof) as spoken by & man from the Tennessee Valley. Sheridan

(given-name) retained [g] in all instances, and ezperiment was always
[ek’spira,ment).

Other miscellaneous developments are (1) {i] for standard English [e]
in & few words, (2) {a] for [&] in two verbs. Examples of [i] for [e]: cress
{'krisoz) (apparently the usual form), deaf, deafen (still commonly with {ij,
though speakers of any education say {g]), phlegm (flim] (usually; but in
one area {flem] was said to be more common), weapons ['wiponz) (once;
snid to be obsolescent), recollect, recommend (both of these often with [rik-]
in older speakers).? An Emerts Cove family told, with some amusement,
that a neighbor pronounced stretch [strit§); an aged informant of Wenrs
Valley snid thet this was once the vsual pronunciation?® Caich and Jelch
as [kat§] and [fatS) have almost died out, except as jocular pronuneiations,
A CCC superintendent pronounced fetch with [a] for my benefit, but I
heard a mountain enrollee remark {a 't a-d 'kat§ 1m] of another who had
lost to him 2t a hand of cards,

23. Brethren with [A), may be, of course, a case of attraction to the vooalism of
the singular, For the replacement of {e] by [a), cf. the converse substitution of (e)
for [a} in words like just, shut; also neither and rather with (). For the fuctuetions
of Smokica [, ¢f, the carly varinnt apellings of the word Tennsasce: Punisee (1715-10),
Tunassee (1730), Tanase (1733), Tenisee (1751}, Tinassee River, Tancasce River (18th
cent.) (East Tennessce Historical Society Publications, no, 1, 1923, pp. 4 s 7).

24, Some of these are probably eases of modern English (i} for ME [e:], ng in heap,
stream, ete., although cress may have had ME [e3) (cf. the 10th and 17th century
spellings creeses in the OED; v, 3. cress). Phlegm seems to have had [c:] in view of the
16th and 17th century spelling fleant(e (beside foume, fleme; Milton has fleam);ace
OED, under phlegm. For deaf and deafen, (dif) and ('difon) werein good uscin Americn
at least ag late as 1884, for they arc approved in Webster's Dictionary of that date,

Kephart, p. 503, notes reccord pud weepin ‘weapon’; Miss Murfree, p. 133, and
other writers have ecnd ‘end.’ Cress scems to be used only in the plural: {'krisaz).

25. This pronunciation is of curious interest in view of Drayton’s thyme reach—
strelch, which Wyld cites in Studies in Engliah Rhymes (Londen, 1923), p. 92 (‘Rhymeg
of words originally containing & with words ‘which always had & short vowel’). He
remerks that the vowel of reack is apparently shortencd before -ck, and mentions
the dialectsl form with the short vowel, In the light of the preseat svidence from the
Smokics, however, the rhyme could probably linve been on cither [e2] or [c]. Sece the
OED for the 16th and 17th eentury spellings of strefeh with ea, which probably rep-

resent [e:), moden [i); alag EDG, p. 168, and £DD (vol. 5, p. 813) for Enpglish dialectal
forms with (i),
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5. [&].
This vowel, & development of Middle English &, occurs with its usual

American—quality-before—most—consonant—sounds—It-is-heard-in-such
words as the following:

Addle, adze, Alice, apple, at, axe, back, bad, ballad, banjo, bob-cat,
cabin, captain, catnip, cattle, cracklings, daddy, family, far, gap, gnat,
grab, hemmer, hand, Hannah, happen, has, bave, land, latch, Mack
(ziven-name), manage, pallet, patch, rabbit, racket, rat, sad, Sel, Sam,
sapling, scanty, scatter, shallow, stand, straddle, taxes, that, tobacco,
track, trap.

As in the case of other vowels, there is a tendency to lengthen ] wi_th
or without diphthongization, in stressed or sustained positions, It is d}f-
ficult to make general statements as to the length of any Great Smokies
vowel because of the variztions among individual speakers, Some peo_ple
prolong or diphthongize all vowels as the tempo, rhythm, and inflection
seem to require; others who speak with a more normal cadence lengthen
few. But since the disposition to protract words in emphatic or end-clause
position is rather general, an example or two may be given: ‘We never was
scared 5o badl [wi 'never waz a'skeod so ‘bw'ad); ‘So they went back to
where we was camped’ [to ‘hwz 'wi woz 'ke’mpt].

Apert from these phenomene, however, there are some ifnpor.tanb groups
of exceptions to the normal treatment with [e]. These, in bn.ef, concern
the vowel as it appears (1) before [g], [p); (2} before the frieatives [f], {v],
(6}, fs), (S); (3) before certain nasal combinations, especielly [mp], [nt],

, [ntS); (4) before fr.

'[m}%!ei['ores-.] Eg%, %n], the v[owel is a shade higher than the sound in the words
ahove-mentioned, i.e., [+]; or it may have a faint ofi-glide [']. These sounds
may be heard in bag, brag, drag, swag (a low place on a ridge), wagen;
angry, anxzious, sprangled (‘spread out,’ es of the brg.nch_es of a tree),
strangle, Swag was in one instance clearly [swegl, which illustrates the
tendency toward & raised vowel before [g). (Compare leg {leg), etc.) On
the phonograph records, engry is sometimes ['exyri.

Before the fricatives [f], [0], {s], IS}, and in one instance be{orf,'_‘ [v}, (=)
is very often diphthongized, with or without lengthening, to (@2). The
effect produced by this breaking is frequently suggestive of [e:1], but care-
ful analysis reveals that the sound usually begins as 2 la?: low:f ront vo.wel
ending in a tense mid-front glide. Sometimes the oﬁ'—ghde: sllgﬁhtly raises
the tongue position of the first element, so that the sound is [sre] or [acE].
The resultant effects of these developments are not without a certain
pleasing, musical quality; and it is believed that in these sounds lies much
of the colorful, distinctive quality of Great Smokies speech, They appear
in such words as the following:
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After {'®eéfty], calf, holf, laugh, Metcalf ['med kiEdf], rafter, seaffold
['skigéfall; salve [siév]; path; ass, ges, glass, pass; fast, last, mast (acorns,
chestouts;-eto:);-past-pesture;-Asheville;-crash;-flashrgesh;mash:

Sometimes o diphthong of the [28] variety is unmistakable in calf
(keefl, holf (€8], gas [geds], and occasionally other words.?

The tendency to diphthongize and raise this vowel is suppressed in &
number of polysyllables and compounds. Only simple [®) was noted in
cast-boiler, casl-mill, casket, fasten, Chasteen (Creek) [,tSws'tin], sassefras,
Mathis, ralions. Yet even baskel-ball, life-everlasting (an herb), molasces
appear on the phonograph records with the diphthong: {'besket,bal),
['la'f eva'l®3stn], [mo'lEeis1z).

The treatment with €] is extended oceasionally to words which, in
the local speech, ordinarily have simple (=) or some other vowel; for ex-
ample, rag (r2ég], thrush (an infection of the mouth in children), Other
anoraelous developments are ask (eks] (also {teks], {msk]); azg (cks] (also
(£28ks]); after [‘eta] (also ['miv), ['=fie))’ McGahe [ma'gRe] (usually
[mo'grehe)).

Before the nasal combinations [mp], [nt), [rs], [nt§), and sometimes
before [p), the treatment of {w] is in all respeets similar to that before frica-
tives, except that nasalization of the vowel is probably elways present in
some degree, In the following words, a diphthong varying [#8), [#7¢),
(€8] often appears:

Camp, demp, stamp (postage); Anthony (with [t] rather than (9)),
haunt v., n., panther (with [t]), plant, scantling ['sk&8nthn]; chance,

dance; Blanche, branch; banjo ['b#énd3a]; bank, gang: (kémp), [dEmp),
etc.

The vowel sound in these words is certainly not the same as that sug-
gested by the transcription [kemp), ete., although [e) alone appears not
infrequently in answer, Anfhony, and panther®* This sound, which is so

26. Such a rhyme 88 past—waste in Shakeapeare's sonnet ‘When to the sessions of
sweet silent thought! would almoat be valid in the Smokies. Uaing this rhyme in his
discusaion of the development of ME a before (fi, [s), (0}, Wyld, P. 204, 5ays that it
is ‘intcHigible if we assume that the vowels in both words were long—{pEst—wast)—
but hardly 5o if we are to suppose [pRst—wesat] or even [wiat]! In fact, the rhyme is
even more intclligible if we sssume that the early modern [) before (£}, Is], {0) had
aomething of the qunlity of its Great Srokies descendant,

27. [etw] after, which is fairly common in the specch of old-timers, poses an inter~
eating question. The form without [f] is no doubt very old, there being 16th and 17th
century rhymes which suggest its existence at that period. Was fre) raiged to fo] before
the loss of [f], or waa [o] substituted after the lous thraugh the influence of parallel
forms with [{] in which [e] developed from [(£8)?

28, A natve reflcction of the pronunciation of Anthony with (e} was noted on a

sign posted over nstore near Walland (Blount. Coa.), Teancssee; it bore the inscription
Y. L. Ainthony.'




24 THE VOWEL SOUNDS

characteristic of the local varety of hill speech, is produced essentially
by a diphthong of the type deseribed above. The tendency to prolong and
diphthongize the sound is, to be sure, greatly enhanced when the word
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proximity, asin the following questions heard at a card game: ['gat ‘wrx
'peer+g] ‘Got any pair?’; [*hems 'gat 'nerz 'prro] ‘Haven't got any pair?’s

confaining it is in an emphatic position, as for example in the sentences:
‘I haven't bad a chance’ [a ‘heint hed o '"tSweens]; ‘Did you (plural) go
to the dence? [did 'juonz 'gou to Yo 'dm:iens), Often the diphthong is
less exaggerated, as in camped [keompt).

Even words which in normal English belong to a different vowel group
may participate in this change. Bench, which, as observed above, sometimes
has [), is (b2ent§] on one of the phonograph records, Ginseng is frequently
[s=:ep] (also [scp)). Haunt v., n,, never pronounced with [5] in the Smokies,
. is [heent) or [hitént]; and deunt is reported to have been [d&ent) in former
times,

Diphthongization may be suppressed in polysyllables. Fancy, Nanecy,
and plaintain were heard only with simple (=],

Aunl, on the phonograph records, is usuzlly [znt), once [ant), but also
lent). Hasn'l, haven't are [ent), (hent), and can’t is generslly fkent).2?

Before r, normal American [w®] is represented by a variety of develop-
ments,

() occurs in:

Air, barely, bear n., careless, Carolina, carry, Clara, fair, fare, hair,
heir v. (‘inherit’), Maryville, pair, parent, scared, scarify (‘to make
incisions in the skin,’ for drawing bloed), square, stair, swear, tear v.,
there, Wears (Valley), where.

The vowel of these words is an interesting one and is very characteristic
of the area. It is often a decidedly open sound, verging somewhat toward
[a), and scems to be formed in many cases by widening the mouth aperture
as though in the pronuncintion of [a], but by holding the tongue in the
position for [w]. It may, in a given utterance, suggest both [x] and [a],
and it is no doubt often misinterpreted as [o). Old timers of a former day
mey have said [beo} for bear n., but I have never heard it, Itis perhaps
the sound above-mentioned which some dialeet writers seek to represent
by the spelling d’ar.® Sometimes & normal [@] and an ‘open’ [=] oceur in

‘The dislect writers cbaerve some of these forms, Miss Murfree writes painiers
‘nanthers’ (p. 38), gaynder ‘gander’ (p. 106); Mias Goodrich, p. 40, and Mrs, Dargan,
. 218, write chaince ‘chance.’ Most of them write caint for can’t, Cf. Sovier's-Painlors
Springs 'Panther Springs® (17063 vol. 5, p. 185).

20. For ain’t as [hent], see chap, 111, p. 93.

30. There ig, however, no renson to suppoee that dear may not once have been
pronounced with [a]. Cf. the famous inscription nttributed to Launicl Boone: 'D.
Boon Cilled A, Bar On Treein the year 1760. See Mason, p. 76 1.

chdistinct[a]-does-appear;—A—number-of—old-people,— and o fewotheis,”
still say [Sug] there, & form which is preserved as a kind of fossil in over there

['ova,03], heard on Cosby Creek. This sound, moreover, is frequent in one

group of words: arrow, harrow, marrow, narroew, sparrow, wheelbarrow.

Usage of [a) and (=] appears to be about evenly divided in these

words,? {a] was observed also in Arizona, embarrassed, guaraniee, re-

paired, Wears (Valley), where®

A tendency to use a centralized and raised [=] was noticed in air, hair:
(0] or [re+137], [héE-0], which also appenr with the more open variety of [wm].

In a third group of words, some of which are included abovein the first
group, [e] frequently occurs: care, Caroling, chair, fair, hair, January,
thetr, theirselves (for themselves) (Beo'sefs), unfair,

The vowel often tends to be retracted, as in care (kEx), fair (fEs), hair
[hez}. Most people make a distinction between the sounds in care and carry:
[kea}—['ker1). Caroling is sometimes {E&'laina).

By less well cducated spenkers, care and chair are pronounced with [,
which may appesr also in scarce, scare: [kra), ete,® The expression "o run
like & ['slad *hignt},’ i.e., ‘a frightened ghost,’ is symbolic of great speed.
This vowel, too, tends to be centralized, as in chair {tSic].

In the speech of most people, the rotrofiex central vowels (3], [49], &)
(unstressed) are by far more common then any others in where, anywhere,
everywhere, nowhere, somewhere. (3] or [3] is also very frequeat in: Caroling
fko'lamna), chair, Sarak [sara), scare, their, there (as an expletive)s Il

31, The much uaed ary and nary, which are avoided by the better educated, stand
for e(v)er ¢ and ne(v)er a. Por literary use of these expressions, c¢f. Ben Jonson, EBuery
Man in his Humour: ‘Uncle, afore I go in, con you tel me, and he have e'er a book of
the aciences of hawking and hunting, .. .°* (Act 1, Se. 1); Ne'er & ane to be found
now?’ (Act 111, Se. 5).

32. Laeal informnats sny, however, that (a] is much more frequent than feed.

33. Wears with (e) was characterized a3 an ‘awkward’ pronunciation by ong in-
forment, Hoadded that stair was formerly pronounced in such 2 way as {o Le confused
with_sfar. A White Onk boy sounded uarehouse {'woashavs], For [0), cf. the diglect
spellings of Zicgler and Grosscup: fa'r fnir' (p. 98}, horse ha'r, whar (p. 127), ha'ry,
squar, bar ‘beer’, thar (p. 150). Kephert, p. 502, hos similar forms: bar, dar, dccfur'
suar, war "wear!, praer, raar. ’

34. For acarce, Kephart finds sca’ce (scayse) (p. 503). This pronunciation still
persists in a few speakers, it ia said.

35, Cf. scuree, Ziegler and Grosseup (p. 149); kerried ‘carried,’ Murfres {p. 85).
Also B(ruméx;;sj npt;lllin‘gailwhic(h plainly indicate n centralized vowel: delewer ‘Deln-
ware’ (p. » wher ‘where' (p. 289), apper! ‘apparel’ (p. ‘their’
hire o aar p ), app pparel’ (p. 303), ther ‘their’ (p. 307),

According to Greet, "Delmarve Specch?, American Speech, vol. § (1633), no. 4
P-00, (37 for {er) inwhere, there, pasr, fair, Deleware is one of the most marked churar::
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lustrative examples are: [hws'bm-uts) ‘Whereabouts?'; [Svz o 'oul 'heus
Ap hra bat 'dount 'mobadr ‘liv in 1t] *There’s an old house up here, but
nobody lives in it.!
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statements, however, caanot be made, for there is considerable variation
between individual speakers as to which vowel is used, Since the quality-
of the vowel, whether it be [a] or [p], confributes much to the local color

. There otten appears a8 |6e] in such Uses as, [0cz 'bin 0 'ledt 'hiz] “There’s
been a lady here’; [Se kam o 'snou "8t 'det] “There came & snow that day.’

Several miscellaneous forms deserve brief notice, In the speech of & few
old people, January is ['dsinu,ert], ['dsmju,erz). The diphthong fa1)
replaces (] in lack and raffle (as in, ‘They're going to ['rarfol] it off’).3
Substitution of [] or [0] is usual in jab, pantper, ulad, stamp (with the foot),
wrap, rere in sat, Valentiney Stamp may also be heard with [o), although
most of the younger sperkers on the phonograph records say [steemp] or
[stémp). For catch, [ket§) is usunl, [kat§) rare; and rather is ['rebo) or
['ragz).®

G. (a], [0}

These sounds zre considered fogether, for as in standard American they
are in the same phoneme in Great Smokies speech. As generally in Ameries,
there is much instability and veeiliation in the low-back vowel group, the
unrounded sounds tending to become rounded and the rounded tending
to become unrounded. In the Smokies, (o] or & rounded varant is the
development of Middle English & before all consonants except [g], certzin
fricatives, and [r), and of Middle English & followed by [r] or preceded by
fw]. {o) comprises most of the exceptions to the foregoing statement and
will be discussed in the following section.

{a} or [0] usually appears in such words as the following:

Beyond, bedy, bother, copper, copy, crop, doctor, drop, fodder, follow,
fox, robbler, God, got, hobble (as in dog-hobble, a plant name), hollow,
holly, hot, job, John, knob, knock, lot, Molly, not, officer, Oliver, Polly,
pot, rock, rosin, rotten, shot, stop, swallow, Thomas, tolerable, Tom,
tonie, top, wallow, want, water, yon, yonder.

Of the two sounds, 0] is much more frequent than (o], which appeered
to be rare in some of them like body, doctor, fodder, knock, shol. Positive

teristics of Delmarva speech, He says (p. 57): ‘If we ean establish & general speech
type for the Peninsula from Accomae, Virginia, to Wilmington, it is of this Southern
mountain kind.’ )

38, Kephart, vol. 3470, p. 755, writes thnt ‘raflics are called rifling o’ L. R. Dingus
recorded rifle ‘raffle’ in southwestern Virginia in 1915 (*A Word-List from Virginia,’
Dialect Nofes, vol, 4, p. 188). Sce the OED under rafle, rifle v*,

37.Cf. ¢ ... I aotatill all the time . . . ,* Brown (p. 303), pompered, Mucfree (p.71),
scrop quilts, Goedrich (p. 75).

35. Other instunces of the raising of [©): Brown, Devinport (p. 289), Divinport (p.
310), skilp'd ‘senlped’ {p. 311); Conner, selery’es ‘salaries’ (p. 52); Kephart, ked ‘had,’
skelp ‘scalp’ (p. 503); Combay, deck ‘back,’ kev *have’ (p. 1315).

of this regional speech, & briel discussion 18 necessary,

(o] seems often to be a somewhat ‘darker’ or more retracted sound than
the normal American variety; certainly there are meny bordersline cases
which, in transeription, make the choice between [a] and fo] difficult.®
Furthermore, there are all degrees of rounding—irom 2 low and faintly
rounded [o] fo a high and over-rounded fo] which approaches fo]. The more
strongly rounded forms of the vowel (as in promsse ['promrs), lot [lot])
apparently belong, on the whole, to 2 few older speakers, but they appear
ocensionally in younger people who have had little formal education. Such
pronunciations seem to be aveided by the better educated or those who
have had broader contacts,

The transcriptions at hand do not permit definite conclusions as to
the comparative frequency of [u], [o], and [] in forms with general Ameri-
can {a}; all of the materials on the phonograph records must be anglyzed
before the status is more fully known. In the data under examination, there
are 113 occurrences of [u] and 101 of (o] (including a few eases of {a]) for
words with general American (o], as described by Xenyon.® But these figures
are probably no fair indication of the frequency of the sounds. A natural
tendency on the part of the investigator is to transcribe, from actual
speech or the dises, a greater percentage of pronunciations which depart
from the norm than of those which are usual (under ordinary field condi-
tions, it is by no means possible to transeribe every utterance, and the
material on the discs is far too abundant to permit intensive analysis at
present). For example, rock appears in the ficld notes and in the transerip-
tions of the dises more often as (k) than as [rak); yet the writer has slight
doubt that [rak] is at least as common as, if not more common thaen, {rok)
in the Smokies,

Nevertheless, a few generalizations are offered coneerning the distribu-

tion of [a] and [b] in the Smokies, zlthough more accurate statements must
await further study.

39. Cf. the remarks of R. I. David, Jr., ‘Low-Back Vowels in the South Carolina
Piedmont,’ American Speech, vol. 15 (1040), p. 1442 ‘The probability of auch fluctua-
tian (between [o] and [a}, that is) i increased by the fact that Picdmont (o) is further
back than its Central-Western counterparts, , ..’

40. See American Pronunciation, 6th ed. (Ann Arbor, 1935), pp. 183-185; aluo 4
Quide to Pronunciation (in Webstcr's New Inlernational Dictionary, 2ad ed., 1034),
§§182-185, In the former work, p. 178 f., he says: “The status of (o) in Americs is hard
to deseribe, for it is not fully known. . . . The [0} sound, or at any rate a sound inter-
mediate between [o] and [0], is used sporadically by many individunls in GA territory,
especially in words with w (want) and with r (sorry). But it cannot be considered a
stable and well-recognized phoneme in GA.?
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(1) [d] prevails in most words in which ME & precedes [p] or [b]
but [p] is frequent in the transcriptions in crop, Hopkins, top, job.

(2) [a] is usual in bottom, motto, not, Otto, pot, Plolt, body, cod, codded,
God; but [v] is frequent, especially in the speech of old-timers, in got,
hot, lot, not, shot. Water varies [a], [p], [0+] (probable order of frequency);
[wote] is very common, but [wato] is said to be fairly rare. A few old men
have been heard to employ the ‘by word’ Aye God [ar gnd]; and si-godling
['sar'gndlin] (‘catter-cornered’?) was reported; younger speakers always
say [gad].

(3) The transcriptions show a preference for [n] in rock, but [a] is
probably more common. In clock, doctor, Knozville, pocket, [0] is oc-
casional. It apparently never occurs in Cocke (County), and but rarely
in knock: [kak], [nak]. Stock and mock always have [5]. Notable also are
document ['dokjument] (once), hemlock [‘hemlok] (twice), ['hemlpk]
(once), stockings with [p1] (twice).

(4) The field notes and the discs indicate a high frequency of [o]
in follow, hollow, ‘holler,) wallow, swallow (there are a few instances of
[0] in the last two forms); if [a] is used, it is often very ‘dark’ (retracted).
In doll, holly, Molly, Polly, [a] is usual, [o] occasional; Polly is once
[pa:2l].

(5) Before nasals, [a] is usual, as in dominicker (chicken or gnat),
John, mamma, Tom, want, yonder (when not {'j@nds]) ; but many speakers
say [d3on], [tom], [wosnt]. Cf. also ['promis] promise (twice), ['konfr,dent]
confident (once). From varies [a], o], [a], and on is generally [on], some-
times [an].

(6) Before most fricatives, [0] and its tense or diphthongal variants

(see sec. 7) are usual; but the following forms, generally pronounced with
(o] in American speech (in the author’s belief), are interesting: opossum
in most cases ['pasom], but a few old-timers say ['posom]; hospital in each
of its few instances [‘hospit]] ([‘hoaspit]] was reported); wasp [wo°sp),
['wospa]; rosin generally ['rozem], though a few say ['rozin), ('rozn]; Proffitt
['prafrt], once with [o]; officer with [5], [0], [a], the rounded vowels being
more common; father usually ['fuSs], twice ['fnSe]; Scotch (-Irish) [skats]
(once [;skat'aas]); watch usually with [a], but frequently with [n].
The length of the sounds [a], o] varies with the speaker. If the utterance
is slow or drawled, they are protracted or diphthongized; for example,
knob [na'b], [na®b], etc. The rounded vowel tends to be longer than the
unrounded; for example, Tom [to:m], but [tam]. In polysyllables, the
tendency to lengthen is suppressed, and diphthongization does not or-
dinarily occur.

One group of words with general American [a] is still pronounced with
(2] by many Smokies speakers: crop, drop, yon, yonder; lop in all instances
was [lep], except in the reported expression, ‘He lopped [lapt] him one on
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the jaw.’!* A few sentences will illustrate. The former fire-warden of Cades
Cove was heard to say: [a 'sid o 'fi§ 'jen 'log], ‘I saw a fish yon [that]
long,” accompanying the demonstrative with appropriate gestures, On
Cosby Creek, a young mountaineer told another that some object was
('jeen 'log n 'jen 'reund], also using gestures.® An old hunter of Walkers
Valley said: [wi 'hred o 'bees a'lepan 'limz], i.e., tearing down the branches
of a tree. ‘At the foot of yonder ['jend] mountain. . .” occurs in a recorded
song. Although these pronunciations are very common in the speech of
older people, they are losing ground rapidly among the younger genera-
tion. It should probably not be supposed, however, that they are the
only ones used by the generation now dying out—a number of very old
people employ forms like [krop) crop, ['jands] yonder. Calm in its single
occurrence was [kem] (for calmly on the Rat records, see chap. o1, p.
104 and note 51).

Father ['fads], ['fo¥a], is frequently replaced by ['d=di], used by young
and old alike, less often by [po:] and ['pep(1)]. For mamma, usually now
['mami], ['mams], the old-fashioned ['mami] may sometimes be heard,
though mostly from elderly people.

Was and what stressed have [d], [0], [4]; unstressed [o].

In the following words, before 7, the vowel is usually [a], but in some of
them it is very often rounded to [v], [v:]. There may also be other de-
velopments.

Arm, bark, barn, car, Carter, Carver, dark, farm, garden, guard, hard,
hearth, jar, lard, large, lark, march, park, part, smart (in the much used
a right smart ‘a great deal’), spark, start, starve (in older use, ‘to be
hungry or thirsty’), tar, yard.

Speakers who tend to round [q] before p, b, ¢, d, ete. also tend to round
this vowel before 7. A picturesque character of the remote and isolated
Hazel Creek (Swain Co., N. C.), who in the author’s belief is one of the
last of the old mountain men in the Smokies, uses [v] in started, [pi] in
arm, dark, yards, and [ov] in barking ['boraken). A young farmer of Emerts
Cove, in a recorded conversation, says car, Cardwell, Clark, discharged,

41. The [®] forms result from an early modern unrounding and fronting, as ex-
plained and illustrated by Wyld, pp. 240-242. Some of the 15th, 16th, and 17th century
spellings which he cites are interesting; for example, strape ‘strap,’ starme ‘storm’;
yander (Lord Berners); Dasset ‘Dorset,’ caffen ‘coffin’ (Machyn); stap (Queen Eliz.)
stap, Gad (Lord Foppington); beyand (Lady Wentworth, 1710).

One is reminded also of Swift’s rhyme of yonder with salamander.

42. Cf. this interesting excerpt from a deposition in the case of the Virginia,
Tennessee, and Carolina Steel and Iron Co. vs. Newman, U. 8. District Court,
Asheville, N. C,, 1894: ‘. . . My father axed him if he had found anything of Brown’s
titles. All the answer he made was, “It’s like a lady’s fan. You can turn it over yan
way or this way.”” . . . That was about all the answer he made on it.’
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sergeant with [ot), approaching [o). Everyone seems to say carbon, cur-
burelor, and harness with [or) (['korabon), ete.). Smart occurred but once
with {o: [o ‘ratt ‘smozt 'hit]), ie., ‘quite & little,’ beside [o 'rait 'smast
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words, however, with Middle English eu and al, and various others, also
have this sound. In the Great Smokies, [5) appeers in such words as the
following:

o-trabll-{Se-'merd-e-rart-'smozt-o-'buzl-Sometimes-the-vowel;{u]or-{oj;
is noticeably prolonged, as in lard [lawrd], park [powwk]). After {k] and [g],
many elderly people and a few others use a palatal glide, as in card [kjozd],
garden ['gjewdy), scarred [skjozd]. Rounding does not oceur after j).

In & few words, {z=] appeared before r: are [5) (beside [us)), jarred (past
tense; once), jar-fly (cicada), parboi? ('pew,batll, ('peaba1l), spar (‘to box,’
as in ['speron ‘puzdnz]). Many speakers (including, it is said, a number
of younger people) still pronounce are as [29]: fhev ‘e j1] ‘How are you?’
{'=o j'u 'goon] ‘Are you going?’ Parboil and spar v., it is reported, are
shways pronounced as indicated; but the extent of currency of jar v. and
Jar-fly ['dsme,fla-] with =] is unknown. Jer n. is [d3ua). The family name
Tarwater, usually pronounced with [a] in the first syllable, appears on
a disc as (twrwols].

In a third smell group, r was lost in early modern English when the vowel
was still []: parcel (as in [o *pws] ov "lend)), pariridge (‘pretrrds] (beside
['patsds)), cartridge ['kmtrids] (beside ['katods)). The expression [pes]
seems to be avoided by younger, educated speskers. For pariridge, ['patods)
was reported, and cariridge appears as [*katrids] on o dise. In Emerts Cove,
the expression cariridge is said to have been generally displaced by shell,
Tn. Wears Valley it was reported that hearth was formerly pronounced
(h=6].

Far in untutored speech is always [{z].4

Borrow, sorry, and ‘omerrow usually have [a], oceasionally [v]: [‘bara],
('sorz], ete. On a ballad-record, however, serrowful is clearly [‘sorrifsl),

7. (s}

Like the words which have [a} or [o], the words which show [0] are
largely derived from Middle Enplish antecedents with &, A number of

43. Iephart, p. §02, also notes jairfly. Tar was recorded as [ter] by Crumb in
southeestern Missouri in 1903 (p. 333). Cf. mercy ('mmsy) oldor marcy) in the ‘by
words' Lord @ massy, Laws a massy. Gov. Sevier wrote hogs laird *hog's Jard’ (1815;
vol. §, p. §6).

“’ylii, p- 857, cites I6th and 17th century rhymes of are with care and feir. Cooper
{1685) lists are, air, keir, ere and cor’d (cursbam), card (pectino) as having the same
sound (A. J. Bllis, Barly English Pronunciation, Early English Text Society, London,
1867-89, part 4, p, 1029). This orthoepist includes bar, car, far in o group of words with
(@) (cap, cat, dash, ete.; tbid, part 1, p. 70 £.).

A4, Ci, further; rlso, 'Thy nome shall be renowned near and fur,’ in Thomes Shel-
ton’s translation of a sonnet by Cervantes (1611). Cooper says that fir, fur, far have
the same sound (Elig, part 4, p. 1030).

Across, all, all-overst (“worst')*® [al'ovast], along, also, always, awlul,
balsam, bawl, because, boss-man, bought, call, Calderwood (a town in
Blount Co., Tenn,), caught, cause, cloth, coffin, cost, cough, craw, crawl,
cross, daughter, dog, doncy (obsolescent; ‘sick,’ ‘stupid?),® fail, for, jaw,
law, loft, log, long, lost, moth, noggin (reported; ‘head'), off, prong,
seald, soft, song, talk, talky (‘talkative’), tall, trough, undeunted,
Utah, wall, Welland (Blount Co., Tenn.).

This sound sometimes shows extraordinary alteration in Great Smokies
speech. Often it is raised and over-rounded, so as to give the impression of
(0], as in because [br'ko’+2], cloth [klo’20), loft {1o°+££).4 Often also it is diph-
thongized into something like (5°], or perhaps [v¢0), beginning with the
lips slightly spread and ending with oxtreme rounding. Occasionally,
{oo, it becomes & sound which suggests the diphthong (au), but which js
probebly a rounded low-back vowel with & high off-glide, perhaps (Y],
[o°). It is doubtful if the breaking is actually carried so far as is indicated
by these symbols, but the tendency is toward these sounds. Lengthening,
with or without diphthongization, is most likely to oceur in monosyllables
which carry especial stress, as in the end-clause or end-sentence position;
for exnmple, ['juonz 'sep 259°50*°y] “You (plural) sing us 2 songl,’ in which
the diphthong is attended by o distinct rising and then falling pitch.

These phenomena may be present (though varying with individual
speakers and depending upon stress and sentence-rhythm) in word-final

45, Not heard in natural apeech, but roported in such uses as ‘the all-overst sight
I ever seed,’ “the all-overst achin’ T ever had,’ ‘the nll-overat cow I ever seen,’ (i.e.,
the most ‘no account® cow), Thia expression evidontly developed from the ndvorl
all over (for the superlative suffix, cf. cheatingest) and is apparently not semantically
related to all-overs ‘nervousness,’ in the EDD, and reported by Kephart, ‘A Word List,
from Western North Carolina,’ Dialect Notes, vol. 4, p. 407 (1917), and from cast
Alebama, ibid,, vol. 3, p. 266 (1008).

46. Reported with thie comment ‘not used much.’ It means ‘kind of dazed-like, off
your mind a little, intoxicated a lttle' and ia seid to be used also of & ‘dumb child.’
{(In the last sense, cf. dunce and the development [a) > (o), [a] illustrated in ses, 11.)
According to another informant, it is used of n person ‘who sort of fecls stupid, or
who don't fecl goed, or who don’t feel like catin’.’ Recorded by Kephnrt,Word List, p,
410, with the meanings ‘fastidious,’ ‘squeamish’; see the EDD and of, ather words of
related form and meaning: daunch, daunt, densh.

47. Greet, Delmarva, p, 60, says that on the Delmarve Peniosuls [o] rather than [a]
or (o} appears in dog, log, long, small, often, haunfed, ought, Ho says that (2] is often
intensified, approaching [09], and that this phenomenon is especially noticeable be-
fore retroflex (|} in amall, wall, and all.
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position, before [t], [g], [k], the {ricatives (f], (6], [s], (2], and before [] and 1],
Examples:
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Creek, to the amusement of her younger suditors.®® Heunt v., n. (as &
noun, ‘ghost’) is {heent), [hiednt), although the word is considered by many
a8 old-fashioned. When the writer asked s young boy swhat a certain man,

Finally --saws-law-{in-the-interjection—{0"9°);grandme—{'gremmo}:

Before [t]: bought, cavght, daughter, thought, auto ['s°te] (but cf.
ofter ['aty), [‘ovtsl).

Before [g], [kis August ['9°gost), dog, fog, frog, hog, log; hawk [ho%k],
talk (as in, “They'd laugh and talk’ [Sed 'l&ef n 'to°k]), walk. (But not
in slock ‘eattle’ {stok)).

Before fricatives: cross, frost, lost, wasp: because, Cosby, jrws, moths
{mo°z); cough, loft, often ['o°fton), soft (there is an interesting contrast
hiere with the old-fashioned [si®eft]); cloth, moth.

Before [p): long, prong, song; also in gone fra®n).

Before [1]: all, bald (bo°l], fall, haul, malt, salt.

It is certain that e transeription with [0z, or even with [or], alone does not
adequately represent this interesting and elusive variant of the normsl
sound$® The tendency toward breaking is usually suppressed in polysyl-
Iebles (of. log [10°g), but logging {‘logonl)), but the vowel may be raised and
tense, es in Calderwood ['kolterwud), coffee ['kafl), cofin ['kafan]. Balsam
scems always to have the normal vowel: ['balsam)].

There is occasional unrounding to (o] and [0) in fog, foggy, and hog.
Hog-wild was once distinctly {hog'wa-1d], Only [o} or its diphthongal
veriants, however, were observed in dog, frog, log, logger, logging, except
in dog-gone, which is frequently ['de: go:n), ('deigoimd]. Prong, much used
in the sense of ‘a tributary stream,’ or ‘a large branch of & free,’ is ordinarily
{prop}, but its vowel may vary to [v), {a). Other examples of unrounding are
Caldwell ['kaswel] (but usually {ka'wel)), Lewme! [lu:,mi) (used by women),
pshaw! (Su), thought [0nt] (which occurs on one of the dises).

An intrusive [#] frequently appears in Audely (o man’s given-name)
[foudalt), ought (awt), {oat), walnut ['wosnat] (once (‘wasnat)), wash, pauper
i‘poapz). It is reported that everyone pronounces caucus ['kovkas), and
Norfolk: (Va.) ['now, fogk], One rugged fire-warden, & native of the Oconaluf-
tee River, says (koat] for caught

There are a few vestiges of the early modern unrounding and fronting
of [a). Because was pronounced {kez] by an elderly woman of Copeland

48, C. M., Wise, ‘Southern American Dinlect,’ American Speech, vol. 8, no. 2, pp.
37-43, aobserves raised [o] in Southern speech, remarking that fhoughkt ‘is often so
extzeme a form of (03£t] o8 to sound very nearly like [(Sot] or {6ovt).’ He ndds: *When
drawled, the diphthong becomes [00], as in kawk [hook).

Transcriptions with [2°), [0°) for [3), in kog, dog appear in the Linguistic Atlas of
New England, vol. 1, maps 204, 211,

49, Miss Murfree, p. 6, writes derter ‘doughter’; Mra. Dargan, p. 240, corcus ‘cau-
cus.’ Brown {1795), p. 307, writes warlk'd ‘walked,’

unknown to him, looked like, the answer was: [lak ¢ 'skizd *hieént a'rekan),
Jaundice was heard only once, in the expression ['izlr 'dsendoz). An old
woman of Catons Grove called green vegetables {'govdn ses] (the usurl
expression is ('gazdn ,selit]), Saucer is pronounced ['seso] by the ‘old folks,’
according to o woman of Cosby Creck. Soff, now gimost universally
[s0+ft), [s0°ft), is still (but very infrequently) heard ss (s&eft]. Daughter,
in one instance, seemed fo be ['deta].

Other relies are [fit] and [faut] for fought, which are very common
among people past middle-age.®?

Before r, [0) oceurs in words like born, corn, Forney (Creek), Georgia,
hornet, horse, lawrel, lord, majority (as in the phrase, ‘the biggest majority”),
north, order, sort. The most striking thing here is the complete unrounding
which the vowel often undergoes, as in cholera morbus ['kalor 'mazbas),
PFlorida ['floxidy], forehead ['furad), laurel, orange, orphan (‘azfant], lorment
v. {'tazyment).® More common, however, is 2 partizl unrounding, as in
corn {kogn], Forney ['foen1), hornet, lourel, Morris, storm, The tendency to
unround, of course, does not appeer in like degree in all speakers; nor
does & given person necessarily pronounce all words of this kind with
vowel of the same quality, For example, one old man, on a phonograph
record, says born [bornd], but corn [koon], On the discs of the Rat story,
horror appears es [*horaj, (how], ('hora), ['hers]. Tt should be added that [o]
sometimes is very intensified, as in George [d3qad3), sort of ['souta], quart
[kwgat]. Quarrel, war, warden, warm usually have {5), but warrant tends
toward the more open vowel o], Quarry is abways either ['kwert] or ["kwari),

Other variations in words of this type are the loss of (3], fairly common
in horse, horseshoe, infrequent in north [nal] ([nol) twice) (also cornfield
{*ko:nfiol] once on & disc); and the centralizing of [o] to [a] in foreign [fzn],
Joreigner ['far"no] (both of which are used now only by aged, isolated,

50. The form [bi'ke"z] was roported. Comby, p. 1316, notes kaze (*because, cause,’
v., n.) and kazen, v, n.

51. Cf. the 16th and I7th century spellinga cited by Wyld, pp. 240 {., 305 dater,
datter ‘davghter,’ becas ‘becnuse,’ sassages, On p. 241, Wyld says: "In Maraton'a
Eastuard Hoe accurs the rhyme ofter—daughter, Act. v, Se. 1, and here we must sup-
pose an enrlier form *“dofter”.’ In old-fashioned Smokics specch, these words wounld
probably rhyme [mta]: [dmtx]. See also p. 281, and note 41, for the unrounding and
fronting of 0.

§2. Cooper (1085) saya that fit ‘aptus’ and fight ‘pugrabat’ have the same pro-
nunciation (Ellis, p. 1030},

53, Conner's apetling harizantal *horizontal’ (p. 5) is significant.

Wyld, p. 240, anys that starm 'storm’ rhymes with ‘harm’ in St, Editha (c1420), He
cites rlso marrow ‘morrow’ (¢1650), Prence Gearge (1655), p. 241.
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or illiterate speekers), Jordan {d33dnl. As pronounced by older people,
Jor is almost always [fs] stressed, lfo] unstressed; many younger people
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slow utterance, drawl, and changing inflection (speech fune) account for
much of the diphthongization in Smokies speech.t?

say {foz], [fno) stressed; [foo], [foa],-[fz) unstressed.
8. foul,

This vowel, which, as in most American speech, is usually diphthongized
to [0w], is heard in such words as the following:

Ago, alone, boat, hone, ceremony, close, clothes, crow, don't, go, grow’
hold, holp(ed) (past tense of kelp), home, hone (‘to desire’), hotel, Jones,
jovial, know, load, low, low-rate v. (‘to criticize’), moan, mole, mouldy,
no, ok, Ogle, Owenby, poke, pole, pone, post, Rhoda, roach v. (‘to
comb’), road, roam, roast, rogue (‘e thief'), scole, scope {as in ‘a scope of
woodland’), shoat (‘a young pig’), slope, Smokemont, Smoky, snow,
sold, stone, stove (n., also past tense of stave), throat, throw, toad-frog,
told, tone, tote, tow-sack.

The pure vowel no doubt appears only in rapid speech or in undrawled
polysyllables. For example, ‘He told us not to be turning his boat over,’
[hi 'tol o8 'nat ta \bi o'tanon hiz 'bot ‘ova), spoken in warning tones by an
excited adoleseent; ‘So we was going to the traps... ,’ [so wi woz 'gosn
to o "treeps); ‘It's loamy, sandy land,’ [hits 'lomt 'send: lend] (spoken
quickly); ‘Smoky Mountain,’ [‘smokr ‘mauntn); 'Oconaluftec River,
fo'kona,laftr 'riva]; ‘.., going to be made..,’ ['gon bi 'med). The un-
diphthongized vowel seems also to oceur in hotel (*ho,tel], holp(ed) [hop(t)],5
November ['no,vemba), throat {8ot), throw [Bo).5

Almost always, however, diphthongization is present, especially when
the utterance is slow, and there may be lengthening of either or both
elements, For example: ‘Back (in) old times...’ ['bm-k 'o:vld 'ta:"mz);
‘I think so,’ [a- 'Oe'pk so:u); ‘We're going to camp,’ ['wiz 'goumn fr
'kae'mps]; ‘There came 2 spell of snow,’ [S 'kam o spel 2 'snozu). These
phenomena are well illustrated by the phrase, ‘I don’t know,’ which, on the
speech records, usually has the same rhythmic and tonic pattern: [a:
«do0nt ‘noz.ul, In this expression, there is a rapid, low-falling pitch in don’t,
a sharp rise in the first vocalic element in know (with lengthening), and &
folling inflection in the off-glide, which is pinched to [u). Without a doubt,

&4, Combs, p. 1316, says theb or becomes ¢r {3) in Flerence, Flerida, Jerdan,
Jerriner, Mra, Dargan, p. 270, writes Flurridy,

§5. Noah Webster, Disserfations on the English Language (Boston, 1780), remarks,
p. 1112 *Holpe for Aelp I have rarely heard except in Virginia.?

506. Greet, Willinmsburg, p. 164, finds suppression of the off-glide in Williamsburg
gpeech: “The tendency to diphthongize is not nearly so marked in Tidewater Virginia
a3 it is in other Southern dislcets,’

audible (sometimes becoming dissyllabic) (1) when (o] is final, as in 20
[no:u) (if deliberate), below [ba'lov]; (2) before nasels, as in kome [ho:um]
((hou'm} on one of the dists), pore, Shin-Bone (place-name); before ! in
monosyliables, as in the old rat [Bo:ul ‘rt), pole. The diphthong is clearly
dissyllabic in 2 recorded instance of the name Doc Jones (dak 'dz0:,unz).

On one record, the vowel of home begins with 2 marked central sound,
(haom], and on another go is [geou); but no similar instances were noted.®
Qccasionally [0] is very tense, as in old [oul]. An off-glide [*] was observed
once each in unbeknownst [,anb"'noans), grown {'grov’n).

The preterites drove, rode, and rose preserve their dialectal forms in the
speech of the elderly or the uneducated: [driv], {drav]; (r1d); (r1z).5

In’a number of words [o] rather than [o] oceurs before 7, although a
slightly more open vowel is sometimes heard, The combination becomes
fog] in monosyllables and before consonants.

Afiord [a'foad), before, boar, board, coarse, course {as in of course
[av 'kozes]), court n., v., door, floor, ford, forty, four, fourteen, Moore,
more, Newport (Cocke Co., Tenn.), Pigeon Forge (Sevier Co., Tenn.),
porch, port, proportion, roar, sore, store, sword [swoad], tore, towards
{towdz] (usually [to'woadz]).®

57, Thig tendency toward strong diphthongization is found also in the Virginia
Blue Ridge. CI. the comment on Columbia University phonograph record no. YBR 5:
‘Where you might expeet a diphthong, you often hear two vowels with 2 rising inflee-
tion’; see Phonetic Transcriplions from ‘American Speeck' (Columbia University
Presg, 1930), p. 74 1. The cxamples in the trenscription, however, do not concern fol.
" 58, The centralized vowel is characteristic of Delmarva apeech, which Greet finds
to hrve close affinities to Southern mountain speech; see his ‘Delmarva Speech,
p. 60. This vowel is frequent in the Virginia Blue Ridge, to judge from the transcrip-
tion of VBR S,

59. Kephart, p. 593, finds div, driv, rid, riz, writ, friz, brul:; Combs, p. 1319, notes
bruk ‘broke, friz, fruz, cluz ‘closed.’

The replecement of [0) by fa) in some of these forms calls to mind & fow instances
of [a] in non-verbal words noted by Iephart and others. Kephart (p. 508), Mason
(p. 172), and ‘A Mountein Sermon’ (p. 23) agree in representing whole ns kuill, In ‘A
Mountain Sermon’ (p. 23), hone appears as hum, No similar examples were observed
during the present survey,

G0, This list agrees in all common particulars with Keayon’s list of words with o}
(ME [a:), lo2), or fu:]) before r (Amarican Pronunciation, p. 224 £.), For (o) (ME short
0) before r, see the preceding section (p. 33). There is a striking ncoustic difference
between these two classes of words in the Smokics, A few words with historical {3)
(ME 2}, however, sometimes show an intensified vowel approaching (o); instanecs of
sort [soxt), George [d52wd3), and others have been noted.

See also Iatherine Wheatley, ‘Southern Standards,’ American Speech, vol. 9(1039),

Apart from rhythmic considerations, the diphthong is usually very
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In Cora, glory, Lorette, story, the combination is {or): ['kor1], ['glors), ete.
In emphatic position, the vowel may be prolonged, as in,* . . . on the floor’
{on T3 'flow]; ‘He was just a-roaring,’ [bi woz dzast o'rowwn]. There were
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for example, in [fuat] foof, or in a fronted sound followed by a laxer one of
similar quality, as in the forepoing examples,
If, a$ times, [u] is more tense than the general American vowel, it is often

—— —oely mfewinstancesof reduced or suppressed Tettoflexion folloWing the

vowel: porch [po:*t§] (once), fourleen ['fo:7 tin] (Avery Co, speaker), {'fo,tin]
{once), foremost ['fomast] (reported), Portland ['potlond] (once).

9. {ul.

In the Great Smoky Mountains, this sound ordinarily presents little
variation from its gencral American counterpart. It ocours in words like:

Book, bull, bullet, bush, Bushnell (Swain Co,, N. C.), cook, could,
foot, full, good, pudding ['pudn] (with = short, crisp vowel), pull, pulpit
[.pul.mt] (with = strong secondary stress and & rising inflection in the
second syllble), push, shook, stood, sugar, wolf, wood, wool, wooly,
would,

Often, however, the [u) of the Smokies scems to be a shade more fronted
and fense than the usunl American sound, as in book, look, took, good, bull,
puipit, woolyS* Although the vowel is not usually so altered as to require
modifying symbols, the direction is slightly toward [] or fux™]. Neverthe-
less, there are oceasional clear instances of the fronted {u]; for example,
‘Now lock here. . . I [nev itk this); ‘We took up (went up) Nettle Creck,’
[wi 't0k 'ap 'net] krik] (transeriptions from the dises).

Normally, diphthongization does not occur when the word fells within
the rhythmic flow of the sentence, but it is very likely to appesr in ap
emphasized word, followed by a slight pause, or at the end of a sentence,
Examples: “The walls shook (pause) ...’ [§o "wolz 'Stuk); {{The fish] aint
biting to do no good.’ [Je™'ent o 'barty ta 'du no ‘gl ud]. Diphthongization,
furthermore, may be of two types. It mey consist in breaking to [us], as,

p.42, whohas ¢classifications of [s]} and [o]) beforo r similar to my own and those of Xen-
yon, Professer Ayres, ‘Bermudian Englizh,’ p. 8, finds ‘tense o' in words of Xen-
yon's Group II (boards, coarsely, flcor, cte.). For the occasional loss of retroflexion
after [o), sce chap. 111, sec, 13, and ¢f, the pronunciation of Porfe Rico yams (‘poto
‘riko 'jmmz), hieard from a Jefierson Co. (Tenun.) apeaker. Kephart, p. 400, says that
do' {duar), flo' (floer), me', yo’, co'ie (court) arce ‘rare, except where the mountains
jotn tlie lowlnnds.’ These forms ate not current in the Smokics.

61. Of Williamsburg [u), Greet remarks, p. 165, that ‘{o) appears, but in the South,
roof, room, coop, couldn’t, joot, staod, ete., mny heve a tense and fronted vowel which
con be described as a short fu) or s fronted and intensified (v].! In the Smokies these
words do not belong topether; koof, roof, breom, room sre apparontly slweys pro-
nounced with [u}, and coop, feot, slood, ets., with {u], the vowel in both groups being
tense but not approaching the snme sound.

In American Pronunciation, p. 189, {., Kenyon summarizes Grandgent’s findings
(1691) with reapeet to American regional preferences for {v) or [ul in various words
of this type.

also (especially in less educated speech) more lax, moving in the direction
of [A). Shook, steod, look were all heard with & sound like fur-]. Often, too,
one hears z distinet [a] in put, shook, look, as in, [hi Ylatk ts 'tak o ‘hard 'f1t)
(spoken quickly), ‘He elmost took s violent fit (of anger).’t

Combined with 2 following », [u] becomes (us], as in cure [kjus), secure,
sure, pure, Fronting, with or without raising, has been noted in sure (§u-7],
pure [pivz-g] (in the latter ag pronounced by educated speakers); but the
vowel in poor, poorly adj. (‘in bad health’) is lax. In the speech of elderly
or uneducated people, the vowel may become [o}; for example, cure (kjox],
pure [pjor], sure [Soz], your [jog), poor [poz).s

10. fu),

Although this sound may occur in the Smokies without any apparent '
difference from the normal Ameriean kind, it often shares the general
Southern characteristic of being very tense and fronted.® It also diphthong-
izes easily, The following words are heard with norme) [u] or variants as
discussed below:

Boomer (‘a small red squirrel’), booze, broom, buoy v. i, ['bu,ij (in
the phrase buoy up ‘revive in strength and spirit’), cow-brute, crew, do,
flew, fool, fruit, hoosier {‘a native of the mountains’), hoot-owl, July,
June, loom, moon, musie, new, pool, raccoon [kunj, roof, rooster, sehool,
scoof, shoot, soon, spoon, spruce, through, you.

Modifications in this sound are of several different types, and in nearly
all cases involve some degree of diphthongization. Sometimes the fronting

2. ophart, p. 508, notes that « occurs for go: fut, sut for foot, soot. He epperently
means [a], although foot with this vowel was unknown to my informants, Miss
Murfree, p. 75, has huff for koof, D, 8. Crumb recorded koof aa [haf] in southeastern
Missouri in 1803 (Dsalect Nofes, vol, 2, p. 317). A Smokics informant (of the White
Oak, Haywood Co., N, C.) states: ‘Everybody around bere says fhuf), lhuvz].?

For other variations in worda spelled with oo, see under ju).

63. At the White QOak, poor [pov] is reported to be more common than [pue} (*You
might hear [pva) once in & while’), Your, according to the same informants, is both
{iov) and [jur) (“About as much one way ag the other').

Cf. the comments of C, I, Smith, ‘On Southernisms,' Transactions of the American
Philological Associaiton, vol, 6 (1883), p. 51: ‘Poor is pronounced pore almost uni-
versally in the South; in fact, I should consider this pronuncistion one of our
shibboleths. ., .

04. Greet, American Speeck, vol. 6, p, 165, inds Willinmsburg {u] somewhat fronted
and unusuelly teoee, He says: “The vowel is often prolonged until it is difficult to tell
whether [u] hag become [ju] or [tu). Due is rarely distinguished from do. ... This
tense and fronted [u] is characteristic of all Scuthern apeech.’ See also his comments
on Delmearva (@] and [0), American Specch, vol. §, no. 4, p. 60.
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and breaking produce (iku], with a falling pitch in the second clement, as
in approve, broom, coon, moon, move, Ruth: [o'privay), [bri,um), ete. Some-
times the sound becomes ['u], '], espeeially after palatnls_and fricatives
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Jro, spoken by n lady in dictating o balled,®® Ye for you is very common in
older spenkers; it occurred in such colorful expressions as: [j1x 'rtd "widim
'drnt j12] *You (sing,) rode with him, didn’t you?,’ [a: ‘noud a‘d 'dev] i1}

On the discs, cool, June, school, shoes, shoot, Shults, through, use, you may
be heard as (k'nl], [d3'in], etc. When drawled, these diphthongs may be-
come dissyllebic, as in due {'dri:u). July is often [dsi:1n+]. Fronting,
however, may be absent in diphthongization, sand forms like [spru.us]
spruce, with two normal vowels, appear. Only a normal vowel seems to
oceur in erew, flew; hoosier [*hudss), loom, roester, scoot, soon,

In the following words, [u] is unusually tense and fronted and is always
preceded by the palatal glide (j]: cucumber, dew, duty, keew, new, New-
found (Gap), Newport, puny (‘in poor health’), student, tune, use,

Due is not included in this list, for it is {d'u) on many of the discs. It is
almost always distinguished from do, which, however, may have & fronted
vowel. On one of the records, ‘(I) sure do? is [f'uz: ‘dila] (there is a sharp
rising pitch in the first element of the diphthong, followed by a smooth
falling glissando in the second).

The Southern preference for {u] is exhibited in coop, Cooper, hoop,
Hooper.*® Boozy {'buz1] ‘dizzy’ was heard but once; but booze ‘liquor’ is
[buz]. Seof oceurred only as [sat].

Butte ‘knol’ is always [Lat] in the Smokics and is spelled buit on the U, S.
Geological Survey map of the park.%

Ruined, past tense of ruin, is [ramt] (once {réont]), and occasionally
['runt]. The present tense is usually [ran).

A few dialectal features are worthy of mention. The archaic meul v. 1,

was heard in the sentence: ‘Many of ‘em have been ['mjulan] (complaining)
about it.' In uneducated speech, the preterites blew and knew are replaced
by [bloud), [noud]. Strew ‘scatter’ was quaintly used in the sentence: ‘We
saw where you [stroud} books (magazines) on the floor.®? Cucumber as
[‘kaw,kambe] was reported. For lo, [fou] appeared only in the phrase fo and

65. See notes 61, 62.

6. The form [bat) is probably the old word dutt, meaning ‘» promonctory or hepd-
land’ or ‘a hillock, mound.’ Sce the OED, under butt, sb.d, sh.t G. D. McJimsey,
“Fopographic Terms in Virginia,’ Amerfcan Specch, vol. 15 (1940), p. 162, stetes:
‘But{t). A short, broad projection from the lower part of a mountein. Possibly a
cognstal term carried inland,’ His examples dete from 1820. But on p. 20 {. he veatures
a different explnnation.

Butte ag {bjut] is likely a re-borrowing from French. The spelling dut by Meri-
wether Lewis in the journal of the Lewis and Clark Expedition (1805), cited in the
DAE (under buile), prebably represents the form (bat), current in the Smokies.
Lewis was a Virginian,

67. The present tenee of this verb also is reported to have the vacaliam [ov)], as in
'fatrou] it around.’ See Xenyon's remarks (p. 186) on words like shew, show and
strew, strow; he cites Swift's thyme road: atrow'd,

‘I knew I'd fool youl' The pronoun of the second person plural, you-ones
['juenz], maintains its vitality in familiar use among speakers of all ages
and classes.®® Some very well-bred mountain people have been observed
to say it., Steadily encronching upon it, however, is ['ju 91) or {jol] (more
familiar), as in ("jo'l 'kam 'bmk] (hospitable invitation to refurn).

11 [al.

This sound is represented by e variety of developments in the speech of
the Smoky hillsman, It may have its usual American quality; it may ap-
pear with a faint [u] tinge or become distinetly [u]; before nasals, it may be
lowered fowsard [9), [0); it may be replaced by other sounds ([g], [1], [3)).
There is the usual tendency to diphthongize in stressed or drawled
utterance,

[a], without perceptible differcnce from the peneral American sound,
may be heard in o number of words:

Another, bloed, Blount (Co., Tenn,), brother, bucket, come, company,
conjure ['kandse], discover, dozen, dumb, Dutch, funk (‘a bad odor,’ ss
of moauldy meal), funky adj., gum (as in bee-gum ‘bee-hive,’ gum-iree),
gun, gut v. (‘to remove the entrails’), honey, hunt, lunge, mother, much,
once, one, other, oven, plumb, puncheon, shuck (as in corn-shucks,
shuck beans, shuck pen), smother, southern, stomach, summer, supper,
thunder, tongue, Tuckaleechee (Cove), under.

Beside normal [a], there is a sound with a slight [u) flavor which appears
in words like above, bluff, cub, gully, gun, hush, luck, one (when stressed),
pup, snug, up, Although often suggestive of [u], upen analysis it seems
essentinlly to be (Al It is produced possibly through a slight raising and
retraction toward {u]; but more probably it is [a] with lip-rounding.®

G8. An informant reports that one of his aunty says [tou n frou], but that this
pronunciation is not frequent. Grest, Williamsburg, p. 164, says: “Though not com-
mon, [to] may appear slmost anywhere in the South.’

Unstressed to is apelled fer by Miss Murfreo (p. 26), ‘A Mountrin Sermon’ (p. 21),
Kcphart (p. 510), and othera. (Nephart also hins orfer ‘ought to,’ kafter thave to.')
These examples are curious, for the field-notes and {apparently) the discs yield no
clear instances of retrofiexed {2} in this form except in ought to {'sota).

69, Lesa stressed and unatrcased forms of [juonz) are fjunzl, {junzi, [janz]. For
example, [‘stap jonz ‘eygion] ‘Stop you-oncs’ arguing!’; (Se ol 'ket§ jonz 1) “They'll
catch you-ones ail{’

70. Although given by IPA as round-back, [+] in American apeech is a central
vowel. Kenyon, p. 64, describes it as “dower mid-central retracted.’ Of his own [a),
he saya, p. 201: 1t Iacks the slight [n) or [a] coloring which the American often detecta
in the British [s).
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This phenomenon is impressive especially under stress and mey perhaps be
closely associated with intensity of utterance. Some of the contexts in
which it appeared are: ‘Some of that country is terrible rough ['¢arb’l

'r.*.’..'j-],L(there-was-strong-stmss-in-both-uf—thelust't\VO'WdE)T‘I't'deﬁ’t_
run,’ [hit 'didn 'ras’an] (run was strongly stressed); ‘He's in Tennessee
or Kentucky, one fwas’.an),’ (i. e., ‘one or the other'). The sound in ques-
tion is not always broken, as in the f oregoing examples; it appeared in gully
undiphthongized: [‘gasl1),

A clear but lax [u) occurs for [a] at least once on the records in bud, cud,
hushed, struck: [bud), (kud), ete,® Bulge and bulk are always sounded
with [u].?

An oceasional tendency to lower and retract ) o (o) hos been observed
in hungry ("hopgrt], one [wozon], untdl {on'til]; and to lower it toward fa] in
bunch, front, hunt, months, much: [bantg], [fraant], [o'hasntn], ete.” The
oceurrence of fo] and [a] for {a] chiefly before nasals is noteworthy. A girl of
high-school age exclaimed {'wi: 'wa:+on], ‘We won},’ following a game of
horseshoes on the school-grounds at Gatlinburg, A young woman of Bmerts
Cove reported that her grandmother pronounced shuf as [Sat], and an
elderly informant of Wears Valley said that when he was o boy the past
tense of louch [tet§) was [tat§).™

In unschooled speech (4] is sometimes replaced by [g], 2s in brush,

71, Cud was pronounced [kud) ‘almost universally’ in southenstern Missouri in
1903, according to Crumb (p. 311). Cf. Brown’s spelling loock ‘luck? (p. 305).

72. W. A. Reed in 1911 found thnt 82 of his informants preferred [a) in dulk and
135 (w]: ‘The old unrounded vowvel is, according to my fgures, still the more usual. . . .
Hodges, 1644, keops the enrly u; but Walker has (4). (‘Some Variant Pronunciations
in the New South,’ Dialect Notes, vol. 3, p. 500.)

73. Cf. Miss Mur({reo’s hongriest criticr in The Young Mountaincers (Boston and New
York, 1897), p. 89, and Combs' hawngry, p. 1316, This form has been reported from
differont places in the South, infer al. by Stanley, p. 27.

Conaer, p. 18, writes wander “wonder.” The form of this word with {u) appears on
some of the ballad-records and is said to bo used by ‘quite » few.’ These exemples
with {a) for [a] ave interesting in view of the [a) coloring of [a] in British, noted by
Kenyon; see note 70. Such forms as Smokies ['kempni] company, {mants) months,
fwandzr] wonder possibly reficet the spedling. Sce W, A. Read’a remarks on the varin-
tion fa) / {slin bomb, frontier, constable and similar words, op. ¢it., p. 501,

‘74. The uso of [tat§) as the proterite of fouch was recorded in the Southern Appa-
lachirns in 1000 by H, M, Wiltse, Journal of American Folk-Lore, vol. 13, p, 211 {‘He
fired nt hit, but never toch & hair’), and by Crumb in Missouri (p. 334). Shot was
reported in 1909 ag the preterite of shut in east Alabemn, Dialect Notes, vol, 3, p. 369,
Combs, p. 1319, gives sireck ‘struck,’ she!, shotf ‘shut’ in a list of ‘atrong preterites.’
There is evidence here, though slight, of & tendency to dovelop an 'sblaut’ variation
between the present and the past tenses, Cf. {ket§) / (kat§), {fets) / (fats], all of which,
however, appear to have been used indiseriminately in the Smokies for both the
present and the pagt tenses, .
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Brushy (Mountain), judge, just, rush, Rutherford (a county in North Caro-
ling), shovel, shut, shutler, shuitle, such, louch.”® For onion, {'egon] was
reported by o number of informants; it is now practically obsolete.” fi]

—oftenappenrsinjust, suck, tod now rarely in cover and discover (A1'SKIVE).T

(The old-pronunciation of government is said to have been ['gtvo,ment|,
which T heard only in joculer use,)

The occasional employment of [z] for [a] in bus, fuss, gush suggests
bypercorrection for such forms as [bast] burst, ete.?

12. [s].

This sound is in gencral clearly retroflex in the Great Smokies, as in most
American speech. It is heard in such words as the following:

Birch, bird, birth, Burchfield, burn, certain, church, churn, curly,
curve, dirt, first, fur, furrow, girl, her, herb, herd, hurry, jerk, learn,
Myrtle, sir, squirrel, term, thirsty, thirty, turkey, turn, turnip, were,
whirl, work, world, Worley, worm.

(3] is lowered and retracted to [av) by some speakers in furrow [{ao] and
girls [gas°)z); and by one elderly woman in ker (has).
(€] is heard occasionally, as in church (t§ extS] (once), keard {hewd), herb

75. Xephart, p. 503, has a similar list which includes (besides some of the forms
sbove-mentioned) kellabaloo, kentry, gredge, nand brash. Kentry, recorded also by
Mur{ree (p. 20}, Dargan (p. 150), and Combs (p. 1317), was unknown to my Smokies
informanta.

The form of Rutherford with (g} is apparently of long standing; ef. the spelling
Retherford in r deed recorded in 1789, Buncombe Co. Register, vol. 3, 1, 2. This spell-
ing recurs severa) times. i

76. Onion ns [eygan), (igon), ete. is common dintectally in Great Britain, especially
in Scotland; see the BDG, p. 140. In America it has been noted by Combs (p. 1316),
Stanley (p. 27), rnd probably others.

77. Cover ag [kivy] ia perhape derived from ME keveren, In Chaucer, Troilus, 1,
017 (Robinaon ed.), kevere rhymes with fevere ‘fever,’ thus showing o long vowel,
which, unless reduced, should give modern English [kivs). But, a3 pointed out in
Joseph Wright and Elizebeth Wright, An Elementory Middle English Grammar
(London, 1628), p. 974., ME =, ¢ (from OF ue, AN &) were shortened to ¢,0 beforeanr
in the following syllable. Keveren thus would give modern English (g), raised to ir)
in the Smokies, as in Bvans (1vnz),

78. Combs, p. 1318, states that r is frequently oxerescent and lists, inter al., furse
‘fusa,’ urs ‘us,! murd, purdle, purp, hursh. Cf, enurf ‘enough,’ Kephart, p. $10. Treg-
sider, p., 286, finds [facs], [hars) in the Shenandonh Valley.

Two additional variations of [a] should he mentioned. Russian hogis ['rusor 'hag),
and ruckus was in 2ll instances {‘rukes) (though ['rakit] alao oceurs). Ruf (ina rogd) ia
[rmot) (influence of rouie?); Kephart, p. 840, writes: *The road wes all cut up in
rowts.’
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(jeab), learn, shirt [§'eat].™ The same sound appeared once in worry: “The
old lady like to have ['werrd] herself to death.’® Courageis plainly [*kerrd 3
in a recorded ballad. Hurricane always showed [): [*heortken). Mercy has

{ze]-without-(r}-in—the—oath[*lozd—s—'meesr];alsoeupliemized o ‘oz 3
'mesi]; but the normal pronunciation is used too, '

Another group of words has [197]: pert (prat), fern [fron), perch (fish) [piertS).
Except in the speech of the educated, heard is usually [hred); a few old
people say (hron]. Some of the readers of the Rat story who use [had] on
the records employ [h1zd] as their natural form.

Development of a glide [j] or [x] before [] and variants thereof (original
front vowels) occurs in the following reported forms: (the) earth (51'jx0),
(B1'j 20}, [jed); fern [fjEon) (beside [from]); perch [p'sts) (beside [prorts]). Also
in herb [§*eab).8

(o=} for [3] is rapidly becoming obsolete. Nevertheless, it is preserved in
the speech of a few old people, who may use it in larn, perfectly, search,
serve, (Mount) Sterling.®? An old farmer of the Big Creek area was heard
to say: [‘heev jr 'hin wel 'saovd], by which be meent, ‘Have you been well
treated? On o ballad-record, desert “waste place’ is [da'zast]. As dinlectally
everywhere, vermin "wild animal or bird’ is ['varmont),

In its single occurrence, worskip was [‘worSap).

(al, without r, may appear in burst, curse, first, further, nurse, nursery,

worse, worst. Probably not many people pronounce curse with its standard
vowel.$

79, it is interesting to observe that Chaucer rhymes skerte with herte ‘heart,’ Prol.
Leg. Good Women, F. 404-5, G. 300-1 (Hobinson ed.).

§0. Kophart writes, p. 633: ‘I wns plumb werricd gbout you.! DuBose Heyward,
Angel (New York, 1926), p. 76, has sairtainly.

81. Mrs, Dargan, p. 48, writes yard; elso Xephart and Combs. Sce chap. 11, p. 84
and note 28, '

The digleet writers record various forms of earth. Kephart: yearth, airth (pp. 510,
502); Mason: yearth (p. 167), yuth (p. 238).

82. Of (Mount} Sterling as ['stoalon), an informant atates: ‘You hear it lots; it’s
just in the lnst five or six years that people call it [atslin].’ “This word is spelled
Starling in old writings and maps; e.g., Ziegter and Grosscup (1883), p. 124 and on
the map; Guyot {1856-60), p. 280.

In o list of substitutions of ¢ for ¢, Kephart (p. 502) writes: consarn, detarmine,
marey, marciful, sarcumstance, sarlin, sarve, sarvant, 'tarnal, var (‘were’), Also, ‘The
‘tarnal thing!’; ‘He's 50 ‘tarnal feistyl’ (pp. 637, 615), Moson, p. 191, writes serminis;
Heyward, p. 163, has narvish; Miss Goodrich, p. 83, writes: ‘Laws a-marcy, honey.’

Brown (1765), p. 301, writes harmit 'hermit’: 4, . . . We start’d Rode G mils to an
old harmits who lived by himself in the most horrd Place I ever seen.’ Be also spella
sarch for search (p. 311}, but surch (p. 308); and clark for clerk {p. 312),

83. Cf. the nickname [hab) for Herbert, heard near Wayacaville, N. C.; alap the

spelling pussons ‘persons’ in a local document reproduced by Kephart, vol. 3470,
p. 8i4. ’

OF STRESSED SYLLABLES 43

13. [a1],
The general Southern tendency to simplify the diphthong [a1] prevails in

the Great Smoky Mountains, It may be reduced to_{a!], {a],-[a) under 2l

circumstances—in any phonemic setting, in zccented or unaccented
position.® There are, of course, great differences among individual speakers,
some generally preserving if intact and others consistently simplifying it;
but the preference is for some degree of reduction,

The exact quality of {az} in the Smokies cannot be determined without,
further study. The usual sound seems to lic somewhere between [a] and [a).
It i3 likely, too, that the off-glide is most often rather lax, hardly {!], and
that the quelity of the first element is somewhat modified by anticipation
of the glide, which may or may not sound in the actual pronunciation.
Even when the off-glide is clearly audible on the phonograph records, the
diphthong is in many cases noticeably different from the general American
sound. The difference may lie partly in a longer first element in the Smokies
equivalent; for example, night [na-1t}, which is probably a transitiona]
stage in the reduction to [na-t]. Such pronunciations es [sa:rznz), [na:zd),

. with e pinched off-glide, appear on some of the dises and illustrate the

tendency to prolong the first element, with retention of the second.
Extensive data on the treatment of the diphthong in all settings ere not

available, In the words recorded and transeribed, original ‘long 4’ is fairly

rare before p and b, Bible, nevertheless, was ['ba-b°l]. The highest frequency

84, The tendency observed elsewhere in Southern speech to reduce {a1) before
voiced consonants, but to retain it before voiceless consonants s nssuredly nat
characteristic of Smokics speech. This foct ia confirmed by numerous transcriptions
of original Ylong i mede during the survey and in two visits to the arca after the main
field-work was completed. The following pronunciations represent the speech of a
single individunl, bus he is typicals pipe [patpl, right [ra-t): ride (ratd), sight [sa-1t):
side [satd], rice [rals): rige [ra-z). Characteristic also aro these forms, which occur on
tho discs: knife [na-f], wife [wa-), white [wa-t), mice [ma-s), Iike flok), lazk). (For the
last-mentioned, cf. the spetling lock, which appears in a letter to the writers ‘Mother
is just lock she was when you left.”)

An inverae tendency, to replace origingl (] or {u) with [m), [a¥), or {2) (apparently
by confusion or hypercorrection), is observed in lack, usually Watk}, somebody, nobedy,
somelimes (sam'baldt), [no'badi). Similar forms are noted by Medford Byans,
‘Southern “Long I, American Speech, vol. 10 (1935), pp. 188-100. But rafle with [ar)is
derived from early modern rife, a variant of raffle; sce the OED under raffle, rifle (v.2).

There appears to be no trace in the Smokies of the [01) for [at] heard in Vitginin,
Bermude, Coaneda, northern England, and Scotland; (see Xenyon, p. 205 £.). W, A.
Read, ‘The Vowel Syatem of the Southern United States,’ Englische Studien, vol. 41
(1009), p. 74, wrote that this sound miglt be heard in east Tennessee and probebly
other parts of the South. It is safo to say, however, that such a diphthong has no
currency in the Smokics,
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of ‘long #* is before (), [d], [s), [m), (n), [1], ). Before all these sounds, far]
may be reduced. The tendency was noted especially in;

.Daylight. night; hide, ride;_ice, nice; limestone,-time;-line,—mind;
pine, {emind, shine, sign; mile, pile, Siler; choir, fire, Greenbrier, hire,
Trish, iron, Lequire ['likwar], Miry (Ridge), Myers, squire, tire, wire.

Some phrases rad sentences, transeribed from actual utterance and the
phonograph records, will serve as illustrations.

Ice-bag ['a:sbgl; ‘She has a nice turn, (i. e., ‘a good disposition’)
['nas "tan]; ‘Sometimes we'd stay a week,’ [sa:m'ta:mz wid ‘ster o "wisk];
‘Let’s shine its eyes,' [les 'Se:n s ei'z}; ‘It’s figured about five miles,’
(bits "f1gad *beut Yo'y ‘matlz),

The reduction of the diphthong is most consistent (one might say,
practically universal) before . Chotr, fire, Greenbrier, ete., are almost always
sounded [kwar), [for), ['grin,broa), ete. Irisk is commonly [ez§) in the
expression Irish polatoes; and 4ron is [an]. In the speech of those who have
been but little exposed to classroom influences, the sound is frequently
{0] or [o] before »: sron (oan], froning (‘orn®n), Myers fmoaz), wire [woz),8

This rounding of the first element is found cccastonally before other
sounds. A Cades Cove man said: ['o:v ,nnt 'so: ;eni), ‘I've not saw any.!
The picturesque old character mentioned on p. 29 pronounces fiste *a cur,
night with a sound approximating ('), and I with {u).

A few words, because of their frequent occurrence, merit separate notice,
The pronouns I, my are very often [a], [a}; [ma], *My bees [ma 'bi-z] help
me out a whole lot,' a Walkers Valley man said. Sometimes 7 shows com-
plete reduction of the sceond element, whereas other words in the same
sentence show refention: {ju 'mattr ‘de,gon 'ratt a* 'wud), *You (ore)
mighty dog-gone right 1 would!” But the reduction in these pronouns may
reach even to the first element. Unstressed, I and my may be [1], [, (ma],
gs in the following examples, A man of the Waynesville area, questioned as
to how he is progressing, replies (on a record): ['pztr 'gu-d * ‘ges), ‘Pretty
good, I guess.’ A man of the Tenncssee side says: [ht 'toul m1 ta 'terk ma
*kor ‘eut ov 'ea], ‘He told me to take my car out of there.’ In instances
of this sort, the great force with which the stressed syllables arc uttered
results in an abnormal weakening of the unstressed syllables,

Oblige was never heard with (i) for [31], but the old pronunciation is said
to be still used, mostly by elderly women® For climbed, pret. and pte.,

85. The rounding of {o) for original [at] was vbserved in Delmarva apeech by
Greet (Delmarve, p. 69); for example, while (we)l, [o] a9 in fire, (o) or [a) ug in tires,
Similarly, Stanley, p. 29, finds that in a group of words including tire, tired, wire,
wired, fire, fired, cte. [a1] moy be repleeed by (a:), o), [o:], ‘or in iliterate speech
even [o:Fs [fo:r], (fosr).

86. Noah Webster, Dissertations, p. 117 £., has some difficulty in choosing between
obleege and oblige with ' long,’ but finally decides in favor of the latter,
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{klim] flourishes in the speech of older people, and [klam) may sometimes
be heard. Other reported variants are (kloum) and {klum}, now apparently
obsolefe, .. . . .. . ____ _ . _. .. ..

14. [au],

This diphthong departs from most American usage by having its first
element raised end fronted to [=).
The following words slmos$ always have {rv] rather than [ay]:

About, nccount, nllow, around, bow, brown, cloud, county, cow,
crowd, Crowson (family name), Dowdle (same), down, foul, found,
ground, hound, hound-dog, house, how, howdy, howl, kraut, mought
(rare obsolescent variant of wmight),¥ mount, mountain, now, out, owl,
pound, powder, Powell, proud, route, rowdy, scout, sound, stout
(‘strong’), town, trout, without,

There are, however, occasional instances of a lower and more retracied
vowel in the first element, as in [haund) hound, [ha-us] house: *... when
the dogs quicted down {da:on).'®® This change in quality is especially
evident in excessive drawl], which tends to medify the timbre of all Smolkies
vowel sounds,

Lengthening usually affects only the first clement of the diphthong, as
in about [(0)'bm:ut]); but occasionelly both, as in down [‘dasiumn] (two
syllables), in the sustained end-sentence position. In the latter case, the
scecond element may be pinched, In one instance of rowdy, the second
clement was lost and the first prolonged: ['nzu ju 'tiilon ,dont '=k so
'ra:d1], spoken with paternal impatience. The loss of the second element,
however, was not observed again except before r and 1,5

87, Webster, Dissertations, p. 311, says: ‘Mought for might is heard in most of the
states, but not frequently except in o few towns,!

88. Guy 8. Lowman, "The Treatment of (ev) in Virginie,' Proceedings of the Second
International Congress of Phonetic Sciences (Cambridge, Eng., 1936), pp. 122-125, inds
seven types of trestment of [au), varying from [<au) (before voiceless sounds): [wv)
{before voiced sounds and finally) in the Tidewater to [@-u] in the southwest moun-
tain area of the state. He saya: ‘.. . Old-fashioned speakera west of the Blue Ridge
frequently tend to substitute for {mu] & sound closer to [au)’; and adds that the
treatment with [w-0) oceurring in southwestern Virginin ‘appenrs to be a survival of
original northern apeech, remote from Virginian influences.! Tressider, p. 286, finds
(mw] normal in the Shenandonh Valley, exceps for [ev) or {99] sometimes in house.

The transeription of W. C, Greet’s Virginia Blue Ridge record (ses nate 57) aug-
geats mixed dialectal conditions, for the diphthong varies (as), {8vi, (er), {at], fa],
(a:1], (mo], This exhibits considerable variance from the Smokies treatment.

89, Ci. the tendency to suppress the sccond clement in the diphthong [as] in the
Virginin Blue Ridge; sce the preceding note, Professor Ayres finds » similar tendency
in Bermudinn Bnglish, p. 8: ‘Sometimes . . . the second element almost disappears,
ag if {oa).!
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After [k], the diphthong is often preceded by a palatal glide, which is
more or less marked. The less extreme variety may be represented as in

cow [KBul;county {*'KEuntr); ete.y the more extreme a5 in [Kj&0), ['kjmonti],
scouts [skjuts], The consonantal type, [kil, is not at ail rare.®

Before [n}, there may be some nasalization, as in [(8)'rZund), cte. Na-
salizetion is not & prominent feature of Smoky Mountain speech, except
before (m], [, (].

Before r, and sometimes I, the treatment is varied. The second element is
often reduced, suppressed, or converted to the consonantal glide [w], in
most cases with compensatory lengthening of the first element. Examples:
tower [tee*’r), hour [w:ww] (once [a:5]), fower [lmiw), shower ['Seiwal, towel
[te-™1], Powell ('pa,wals] (with unvoiced [z}; family names sometimes appear
with 2 plural form).” The loss of the second element is well illustrated by
the curlous and unmistakable ['mjoz] hours ("They fought for full five
hours...’}, heard on one of the ballad-records,

18. {o1).

In the Smokics, the diphthong [ox] varies {o1), [o+1], [o1]. The general prefer-
ence seems to be for(or]in choice, join, and perhaps joisis, but for [oL1] in boy,
noise. Belore I, [or] prevails, as in boil, Hoyle, oil, parboil, There is no
apperent tendency to reduce this diphthong, although [0:] eil is rarely
keard and a county-court judge said [borf] boy (with a scarcely audible
second element),®

A number of people retain the archaic [e1) in words like boil n. (as in
['batlz n 'rarznz] ‘boils and risings’), boil v., boiler, coil [kwarl), hoist, join,
Jjoint, joist, point, point-blank, poison.® A. high-school girl of Cesby reports
that her grandmother employs [kwain]) for coin and [disa'pamt]' for
disappoint.® Pennyroyal is said to be [‘pinyrail], In reading into the micro-
phone, a young woman ‘corrected’ her first pronunciation of joists [dzoists)
to {d3aists], which is, of course, the true historieal form (OF giste). For
coil, also heard was fkwotl], a kind of compromise between the archaic and
the standard pronunciations,?

90. Webster, Disseriations, p. 109, objects to the glide ec before this diphthong, as
in cow (keow), gown, power.

91, Cf. Tressider's trangeription of kour as freor], p. 289.

92, Combs, p. 1317, says: ‘Oilisusunlly “awl”, In genernl,diphtbongs are & source
of worry to the highlander,

93. Local informanta state that point row (m farming) is more commonly {paint
rou] than [point rou) in speakers of all ages, Ons informant reported tho expression
(tek jo tiris) “Take your choice,’ but with the comment, 'It’s & good bit back sinco I
heard that.!

Xephart, p. 503, finds er for of in querl (cotl?). He lists appint, bile, bitin®, brile,
disappint, jine, jint, jiale, pint, pintedly, pizen, spile, quile.

04. According to Wyld, p. 251, Baker in 1724 says that coin is provounced quine.

95. Comba, loe, cit., also finds guoil,
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The old pronunciation of boil v. is picturesquely exemplified in an
utterance of a Cades Cove woman: [a 'rek*n wid 'orto bi *giin 'houm {| Ba
——_kinudzao'barlin ap Fogon Bem 'mevntnz). .
On the speech-records, going is {'goon), ['gou,ral, ['go,ln], ‘and once
(zwain), as pronounced by an aged man of Bradley Fork, A grade-school

girl says: “This record’s going to be made {"gor bi 'med] by. ...’
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preservation of old partially stressed forms, or the restressing of unstressed
syllables and the ‘restoration’ of what is thought to have been the original
sound,

THE VOWEL SOUNDS OF UNSTRESSED_AND

PARTIALLY STRESSED SYLLABLES

Professor G, P. Krapp says:

‘A constant tendency in the English language, from Old English times
to the present day, has been to treat with slight respect the unstressed
syllables of words, This has resulted in many instances in the complete
loss of unstressed syllables, especially inflectional endings, and in the
obseuring of the phonetic quality of such unstressed syllables as remain,
Standard American use is now approximately uniform in its treatment of
these surviving unstressed syllables, though in certain local forms of
speech, instances may still be found of an older and formerly more general
custom with fairly heavy accent on certain final syllables. Thug in
New England, pronunciations like [tau"e]] for towel, [lo:*€l] for Lowell,
(‘ba:s*kat) for basket, [md'1d) for added, ete., rany still be heard.! (The Eng-
lish Language in America, New York, 1925, vol, 2, p. 247).

Professor H. C. Wyld snys:

“The tendency to shorten, reduce, or eliminate vowels in syllables that
are weakly stressed, or totally devoid of stress, is common to all Ger-
manic languages, and is traceable in English through its entire history
+ .« .From the fifteenth century onwards the frequent occasional spellings
make it clear that a wholesale system of reduction of unstressed vowels,
in words of English, Scandinavian, and French origin, hes long been
established in the habitual pronunciation, the results of which are, so
far as we can see, practically identical with what oceurs in ordinary,
unstudied, natural pronunciation at the present day. It is evident that
this is no sudden innovation, but must have been long preparing. ...
There has been & counteracting tendency at work now for some centurics
which aims at deliberately “restoring™ what is supposed to be the original
sound, and this artificial attempt has been to some extent successful
inasmuch that in many words a vowel may now be heard in an un-
stressed syllable which has been introduced from a desire to approximate
to the spelling, where formerly a quite different sound was pronocunced.
In innumerable cases these artificial forms have become traditional,
and must be regarded as more or less fixed, unless indeed, in the course
of time, some fresh and irresistible tendency to reduce or eliminate shall
sweep them awsy.' (4 Shorl History of English, 3rd ed., New York,
1920, p. 199 £.)

Botl.a of these writers observe two opposing dircetions of change: (1)
reduction of unstressed syllables, often resulting in elimination; (2) the
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These contrary tendencies aye seen t0 be af ‘work in Smokics speech,
The obscuration of unstressed syllebles is carried to the usual lengths and
further, frequently resulting in the loss of vowel or syllable, There are many
more instances of voealic loss in the Great Smokies than in standard speech,
though one would hesitate to say that such cases are more numerous than
in American regionsal speech generally. There seems to be a certain common
denominator in all regional idioms of this country—e mess of ideatical
or nearly identieal forms used in ‘uncorrected’ utterance everywhere.

But the counter-tendency is also at work. Restoration of stress is fairly
cornmon in the three positions—initial, medial, and final—nand is practiced
more actively than in general American speech. In most cases the sound
introduced is in conformity with the spelling—the supposed ‘power of the
letter.! The care with which many speakers pronounce certain syllables
ordinerily unstressed operates against the tendency to obscute and elimi-
nzte, and suggests that the people of the Smokies, long isolated from
cultural centers where standards linguistic and otherwise are set, have
appealed to the printed page as their authority. The letter ¢ means [&],
they thought; therefore one should say [‘perment] for payment, rather
than (‘peimsnt]. Another important factor in the pronunciation of un-
accented syllables is the clusive operation of analogy. If it is incorreet to
say [‘raitn) for writing, then it is incorrect to say ('mauntn) for mountain;
one should say ['mauntip]. Here the authority of the spelling was not
sought, but one should not expect perfect consistency. Still other alterative
influences are confusions of one word with another, of prefix and suffix,
the shifting of the principal stress, znd the effect of consonants upen
adjacent vowels,

Buf the weakening of unstressed syllables on the one hand and the
restoration of their supposed quality on the other tell only part of the
story. Another episode is now being told by the schools, the radie, the
National Park Service, the CCC, and the tourists. With due appreciation
of the benefits which they arc bringing to this country and to its people,
one is bound to recognize that their influence pays but scant homage to the
time-honored speech traditions of the Smokies, Even in these precipitous
and maze-like hills, school-busses now collect their cargoes of young and
teke them off to o town or settlement, to an atmosphere of teachers and
books.! The CCC enrollees in the National Park, and in the adjacent

1. These remarks apply especially to these areas of the Smokies which lic beyond
the park boundarics. Small grade-schools are still mainteined in three districts
within the park—Cntnaloochee, Smokemont, and Cades Cove, where a few of the
original people still live. There are high schools within a fow miles of the park at
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Natio_nal Forests, are legion; and the talk which they hear from their
superiors js not what their grandparents speak, Although electricity is
searce round about the Smokies, not & few families contrive by one menns
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clipping of initial [0] is not so frequent as is indicated in their writings,
More usual than the loss of the vowel is & weakened form of [).2
The apheresis of initial syllables containing (3] for a is probably mare

or-another-to-have-a-radio- Then-too;thereare-tire motion pictures with
sound, with their speech of Hollywood, gunmen, and cowboys. Apainst
such odds, the rustic tang of Smokies utterance cannot endure, In tourist
centersthe changes arecoming fast; in other arcas they arecoming gradually
—but they are sure to win out in the end.

In this chapter the materials to be considered fall into three natural
divisions: the unstressed and partially stressed vosel sounds are treated
according as they appear in initial, medial, or final syllables, In the first
two sections, the principle of arrangement is the spelling, and the various
sounds are discussed under the spelling, In the final section, the arranpe-
ment is primarily according to the several sounds, with the various spellings
grouped under their respective sounds.

I, INITIAL SYLLABLES

There is considerable diversity in the treatment of the vowels of initial
unstressed or partially stressed syllables. The most frequent sounds are
fel, ), [3}, [); but under partial or secondary stress [i], [e), (], (o], [u] also
appear. In view of the complexity of the data to be examined, and because
there is a degree of correlation between sound and spelling (except, of
course, in the case of {2)), the most convenient method of classifying the
sounds in question is to arrange them according to the spelling,

1. Spelling with a.

(1) In open syllables, the unstressed vowel spelled with a is usually |

pronounced [o] by all speakers. Examples:

About, account, accumulate, nccuse, address, afeared, affected, afore
(obsolescent), nfraid, again, sgainst, ago, agree, agreeable, shead,
akinned, slarm, salive, allow, elong, among, amount, appear, a-purpose
(‘on purpose’), around, associntion, assurance, asylum, attach, attack,
attention, awake, away, awhile, banang, canoe, familiar, machine,
majority, Tapoco (Graham Co., N. C.), vanilla.

In less educated mountain speech, the aphesis of [2) is fairly common,
as in about [bwevt], account [kmunt) (in such expressions as, ‘Hit ain’t no
*eount.’), accuse kijuz), alarm clock floam kiok], appear [pra), All of the
dialeet writers take notice of such forms, but it scems safe to say that the

Gatlinburg, Pittman Center (Emerts Cove), Cosby, Tewnsend, Walland, Fines Creek;,
and Bryson.

cominon than the present transcriptions indicate, Only onc example was
actually observed: machine (§in]; but other instances were reported: sewing
maching ['sousn 'Sin}, machinery ['$inr1), barana ['neny).

(2) In closed syllables or under partial stress, the sound is []. Examples:
accepted [,2'septod) (once; usually {1k'septod)), admit [zd'mzt] (one speaker
is reported to say [a'mit)), admonition, advantage, adventure, Alabama,
angelica (plant-name) [mn'dszeliko], Cataloochee (Creek), raceoon,

Here also the initial vowel or syllable may be dropped from certain
words. Accept, it is reported, is sometimes [sept], and the old-timer's
pronunciation of angelica is said to have been ['dseltko).? Raccoon, of
course, is almost always [kun),

‘The stress in Calaloochee is variable: vsually it is ("keto Jutst) or ['kets-
Jutf), but sometimes it is {kato'lutsy).

(3) Miscellaneous,

The following words do not fit into the classifieations given above, or
require special comment.

Authority [o'8orati),

Carolina [kera'lamng), [kes'lama), [ke'lams], cte. (See also under medial
a and ¢.)

Haweitan always (*hanwojsn] (as in ‘Hawaiian guitar’), with shifted
stress.

Japan as usually in general Americon; but [d3e'pen] was reported to
be the form used by a CCC enrollce from Transylvania Co. (N, G.), in
the mountain erca; the author heard at least one other instance of this
pronounciation in the Smokics,

Lofayelfe (man’s given name) [lo'feit] (once), usually shortened to
[fert).¢

Me, Mac usually [moa), as in McCampbell, McCarler, McGaka; but fmuxk]
in Medillon (as in ‘The McMillon Settlement,’ a settled ares in Cocke

Co., Tenn,)

Mainlain, apparently [mon'tern].

Particular [pa'tikls), [pa'tikis].

Quadruple ('ka,drupsl] (once).

2. Awoke is ['e'werk] on a ballad-record; this form is the more interesting because
the singor is illiternte.

Loss of the vowel is illustrated in the spellings Stuly ‘Satulab’ (Mountain)
in Guyot, p. 269, and *Torney Gineral in Kephart, vol, 3470, p. 859.

3. Ci. jellico weed, Xephart, Word List, p. 413.

4, Recorded a9 la-freit ‘universzlly' in east Alabama, la-f'ciet in northwest
Arkansas; see Dialeet Noles, vol. 3, pp. 343, 101,
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(4) Mention may be made here of the proclitic particle a- (OE an, on)

which is prefixed especiaily to verbs, but also to  few adjectives, adverbs,
ete. Jixamples:
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for the group as & whole are [0 and {f]. The occasional employment of {i)
in these words is probably to be attributed in part to the spelling, Examples:

Verbs: a-telling (a'telen] (‘I'm a-tellin’ you the truth.’); a-bear-hunting
(‘We didn't do no good a-bear-huntin’.’); a-deer-driving; a-hollering
("We heerd somep’n a-hollerin'.’}; a-doing (*He said that jus’ to be
a~doin’,’ i.e,, just for fun,)

Other parts of speech: a-purpose (‘on purpose’), a-scared {‘I never was
a-scared so bad’; cf. efeared, afraid), a-straddle ("They’d th'ow him a-
straddle of a rail and tote him all around.’} a many a time (‘I can tell
you how I've cured 'em o many a time'; or i this anticipation of the
article?), a-fowards (‘He run right a-towards home,’)

2. Spelling with e.

Words spelled with e show the usual variety of treatment. In ceses of
partial stress, or of stress shifted to the first syllable, the sounds are ii),
[x], or [e] unobscured. In cases where stress is absent, the sounds are fa],
[2), or weakened varieties of [i), [1], [¢]. As always, the degree of stress
exerts & direct influence upon the quality and quantity of the vowel,

(1) In one group, [i] consistently appears. In most of the words here
included, Smokies speakers exhibit the tendency especially common in
the South to transfer the chicf stress to the initial syllable. Examples:

Cement ('siment), create [‘*krijext) or [kri'ert), December {'di,s emlxy)
or [di'sembe), descendant, descent, equator, erect, eterns), renew, repass,
speedometer ['spi,damots),

The primary stress is or may be on the initial syllable of all these words
except possibly erect, elernal, and renew, which, in the observed occurrences,
were pronounced with the normel placement of stress.

(2) The prefixes be-, de-, re-,

Words possessing these prefixes are grouped topether because they
display similar treatment of the unsiressed vowel. The sounds are [9],
i), [1), and (i}, each of which may be used in the words so spelied. Here
especially the degree of stress is important, for, although the most common
sounds are [0] and (), under partial stress they may become (1) or [i).
There s, of course, no consistency as to the particular vowel used by »

given speaker. He may say (1] or (1] in because, begin, decide, [i] in declare, .

repair, and [a] in delween, despise, relation; and he may pronounce the same
word differently at different times. In view of the limited number of tran-
seribed oceurrences of each word, it is not possible to make definite state-
ments as to which sound js preferred in erch; but there is no doubt that
these prefixes are in general treated alike, and that the most frequent sounds

between, betwixt, beyond, decide, declare, defeat, delay, delight, deliver,
despise, destroy, relations, religion, religious, remained, remember,
remembrance ('memory’), remind, repair,

Exceptions to the treatment here described are renew and repass, in-
cluded above under (1), and recollect. Recollect, which has secondary stress
on the first syllable, is often [rika'lekt] in the speech of elderly people;
otherwise, [rek-] and [vtk-). Behave, behind, beyond, remembrance, and
repair show & preference for [r} and (i),

In less educated mountain speech, some of the words of this fype are
spoken without the vowel or the syllable; for example, because {koz), or
in the older speech (kerz]; despise ("d 'sparz), [spatz] (as in the sentences,
[a-d 'sparz £° st ® 'fens groud 'ap latk™@t) ‘T despise to see a fence growed
up like that,’ [a* 'spaiz sit§ oz 'Swet] T despise such as thatl’); recall (kol}
(as in the sentence, [ag keint 'kol hiz 'A%y 'netm] T caint recall his other
nzme.’); religion {'Itdsan] (reported); remind [mamnd) (as in the sentence,
(hi 'mamz mi ov 'ju] ‘He 'minds me of you.'). On a phonograph record,
remember sounds very much like [;'membg] in the phrase, ‘I don’t remember
..... More often, however, the vowel is extremely reduced; for example,
[b?'liv] (ms in the sentence, [a b*!liv 1t *waz] ‘I believe it was'), [b*"twikst),
especinlly in the heavily stressed, jerky kind of utterance which is char-
acteristic of some speakers.t

(3) Words with the spelling em-, ¢n-, es-, ez-.

‘Words so spelled have a vowel which varies [¢], (t], (1], [5]. Under partiat
stress the sounds arc (e] or [1]; when stress is absent the sounds are [i]
obscured, {i], or [0]. In the syllable ez-, [¢] is perhaps the most frequent
sound, but (1] is common; many Smokies speakers tend to place a shade
mare stress on this prefix than is customary in general American, In the
syllables em-, en-, [1] is probably more common than any other sound.s

5. Words with these prefixea appear under various forms in the dinlect writers®
Primary atress upon the initinl ayllable and the sound (i) scems to be indicated by
the apellings de-siractin’, de-spise in Murfree, pp. 126, 204; reespect, Mason, p, 214;
de-fence, Xephart, p. 640, Loss of the sylable is illustrated in 'tarnal ‘eternal,’ ‘coze
‘because,’ Xephnrt, p. §02; speriunced, ye sateful dunce, Murfree, Young Mountaineers,
pp. b1, G64; "tween, Dargan, p. 22,

Brown's Riduced, p. 307, refleets [1).

A derived form of clernal, “Farnation),’ a mild onth (locally known as & ‘by-word’),
is reported to be used in Jefferson Co., Tenn.

6. Brown (1795) and Conner (1937) consistently spall en- words with in-: Brown
writes tnclesed (p. 308), freouragemint {p. 305}, interlainment {p. 304); Conner has
insirele (p. 38), indevor (p. 82), ngaged (p. 83; but enseribed for inseribed, p. 47).

In a fresimile of the Tenncasee Papers of the Draper 3(8S (I, i, 3, Lawson McGheo

-Beeause;become;before; begin; behove; behind; believe; below; besider—-—— -
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However, to determine more fully the comparative frequency of each
sound and the conditions under which each is used would require more
data than are at present available, Examples:
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(5) Miscellaneous pronuncietions. )
There follows a brief list of words which do not fif into the classifications
given aboye, or for which the data are too scant to permit conclusions,

Embarrass, employ, encourage, enjoy, entertain, escape, especially,
estate, exact, exacily, exaggerate, example, except, exceed, exchange,
excite, excuse, expect, expensive, experience, experiment, express,
extend,

Certain of these words require comment. Enlerfain was heard only with
(€] and (1], with secondary stress on the first syllable as in general American.
LIscape is often [ek'skerp), (tk'skerp), showing confusion with the ex-
type or anticipation of the [k]. (Cf. [tk'speSoli), especially, reported to be
used in Jefferson Co., Tenn.) Bzactly, usually [1g'zmkli], is often {(a)'zxkly),
2s in the sentence, [hit luks d3zos: 'zeklr latk him), ‘Hit looks jus' zackly
like him.’ Only once was it heard as [ed'zzkly), & form recorded by other
writers, but apparently not widely used or known,?

As sometimes in czactly, there is occasional apheresis also in ezcept,
excile, expect, and probably others: [sept], {satt], {spek(t)]. A Mount Sterling
woman expressed her reluctance to sing ballads into the recording micro-
phone, seying {'Set 019 'sarts mi]. On o phonograph record, the sentence,
‘Hit excited me,’ sounds like (hit ‘ksattad mi),

(4) Another group of words spelled with ¢ is characterized chiefly by [o],
although in some of them [1] or (1] may occasionally be heard, Examples:
clect, election, electrie, clectricity, eleven, enormous, evaporate, Kentucky,
necessity; pellagra, severe, Sevierville (seat of Sevier Co., Tenn,).

But aphesis of 3] is common; for example, elect {1ekt), election [1ckSon],
eleven ['levn) (also ('lebipn/n)).2 Three variznts or changes of the vowel are
to be noted: Before (I}, as in elect, electric, ete., [3] may be replaced by [i].
Kenfucky, usually [kan'takr) (not [ken-]), is frequently [‘kentaki] in the
speech of old-timers.® Necessily was heard once as [(ni'sestt1], spoken by a
mountain preacher in a sermon,®

Library, Knoxville, Tenn.), I found the spelling émplyed for employed (letter of o
woodsmen-soldier, dated 1774).

7. Cf. adzgekly, Combs (p. 1318), edzact, Xephart (Word List, p. 411). Combs
regards this as a ease of confused prefix, noting also dezeckly and prezackly.

8. Cf. Lizabethton (entucky), Conner, p. 67,

9. Ci. Kaintucky, Brown (p, 302); Catntucky line, Sevier (vol. 6, p. 35),

10. Brown, pp. 307, 312, writes needeessity, ‘This form was recorded in 1902 jn
southern Illinois (Dialect Notes, vol. 2, p. 239). The compiler of the word list, W. O.
Rice, says, p. 220: ‘The pioncers of the region studied were the descendants of the
North Carolinn “Dutch,’* who had moved farther and farther westward through
Kentueky and Tennessee, until they finally aettled in aouthiern Iltinois. The deseend-
ants of such scttlers have remained largely untouched by outside influences.!
Xephart, p. 609, reports thia word, regarding it ng o Scotticism,

Belipse, heard only as [klips] (three instances), as in, “The sun comes in
(klxps),"s

Ferocious [fr'rofSes] (twice: speaker from Jefferson Co.; also on 2
record of two Cumberland Mountaing boys, who are imitating nepro
pronunciation). '

Jerusalem, usuelly [dso-], but once [d3t'rusilom], as spoken by an aged
lady of ‘the MeMillon Settlement’ (Cocke Co., T'enn.).

Perstmmon, variously pronounced [po'stman], [pa'simen), ([pa'simon],
['simsn],

Prefer [pa'fs), [pr1'fs]; prefend [ps-], (pri-); prepare, with (1] or [iL.**

Secure [sr'kjur]; recommend [;riko'mend] (once) (also [rik-}).

September, usually ['sep,bembsa), but also [sep'tembe],

Pennessee, usvally now [,tena’si], but the older [‘tina,s1) is still fairly
common.®

Tremendously, once, in a recorded ‘bear tale,’ told by a man ninety-six
years of age of Hartford (Cocke Co., Tenn,): [wi 'it o ,tri'mendosit 'lot av
3wt 'bzg), 'We eat (ate) a tremendously lot of that bear.

3. Spelling with 7.

Words spelled with £ in the initial unstressed syllable are pronounced
with [1], {3, [i], [a1], and in & few cases with (a). In one group, the tendency
to shift the stress to the initial syllable is seen once more.

(1) The largest group of words has [1] or [i}, though the former sound is
the more common, Examples: civilian, discomfit (‘to inconvenience'),
disgust, disremember (not frequent), distill, divide, divorce, imagine,
impose, impossible, improve, intend, intention, without,

Distill and withoui sometimes suffer apheresis of the unaccented syllable:
[st1l], (S=ut].

Two variations in the vowel sound deserve notice, In words like civilion
and disgust, in which the unstressed syllable precedes the main accent, (1]
may be obscured to (8); but not in words like discomfit [, diskom'fit] and
disremember. Many old people and probably others pronounce fmpossible
fon'pasabrl), [on-], [on-), which is no doubt o cese of confused prefix (un-
possible); see under %, section 5,4

11, Ci, ‘a great raync and a clyps’ (Lord Berners, 1520), cited by Wyld, p. 281,

12, Cf, persume, Conuer (p. 7).

13. Ziegler and Grosscup (1883) write, p. 250: ¢ “Tenesy,” aneswered the man,
gving the accent on the first syllable, o pronunciation peculiar to the uneducated
natives,’

14, For infect, [a'fekt] is commonly employed, as in the sentence, ‘His hand got
(»'fektad]’; however, this form may well bo for affect, which was used in the eighteenth
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(2) In a sccond group the vowel is also [z], but the stress is usually shifted
to the first syllable. Examples: cigar, guitar, infirmary, inspector, insurance,

Asmeriean pronunciation may also be heard® Guilar is still prevailingly
['gt,tas); rarely, in jocular language, it is ('git,frd]], which is possibly a bit of
ephemersl slang,

(3) In 2 third small group, the sound is or may be [a1). This diphthong
appears always in 4dea and violin, and usually in Ialian; morcover, in the
first poir, the primary accent is always on the initinl syliable: ['ardi),
['vaalin), Violin, however, is not often used; the customary expression
is fiddle. Italian may also have its normal Ameriean pronunciation. For
ptano, old-fashioned speakers say [par'mnz], but others say [pi'zng) or
else sound the word as in general American, There are few piznos, however,
in the mountains; puitars are more portable and popular. Direct is both
f'darrekt) and [do'rekt), another instance of variable accent; but directly
was [d(o)'rekls] in all instences noted. In the latter word, the unstressed
vowel preceding the accent may, in rapid speech, became further weakened
or lost altogether,

4, Spelling with o,

Words spelled with o in the initial unstressed syllable are divided into
several groups according to the vowel sound used. One group, the largest,
contains [o], with oceasional variants [4), (a); another contains [0] unreduced
and manifests a tendency to shift the primary accent to the first syllable;
2 third, in which o appears before r, is characterized by the sounds [], [22],
(0¥]. Also, there are instances of the reduction of pro- to [ps], of mistaken
prefixes, and of loss of the unstressed vowel.

(1) The most frequent vowel for words spelled with o is [3]. It is heard
in such words as the following:

Columbus (men’s given name), command, commence, companion,
compare, complete, compose, conclude {much used by elderly people in
the sense of ‘decide’), considerable, continually, continue, confrary
{always with [0]}, molasses, Monteith (family name {mon'ti0]), mosquito,
oblige, omit, potato, tobacco, together, tomato, tomorrow, towards.

In 2 few of these words, however, other sounds may sometimes be heard,
In commence, [3) oceasionally becomes [4), angd the chief stress may be trans-
ferred to the first syllable: [ka'mens) or ['ki,mens]. Now and then, con-
tinually may be heard as {koan'tinjusli]; and [e] appeared in the single

century in 8 similar sense, Cf, the OLD's citation from Defoc (7he Plague): ‘The
inward gengrenc nficcta their vitals,’
15, Brown, p. 204, writes Seecars.
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instance of conseripted ['kanskriptad), which illusirates once more the
tendency to shift the accent. On the other hand, conlrary is never stressed
on_the initial syliable_as_in general American, always being pronounced

{kon'treer1). A cotorful example of its use is in the sentence, [hiz ‘kwme
kon'traert n 'min), ‘He's queer, contrary, and mean! Tomorrow, ordinarily
spoken with [s], sometimes has an obscured [u] or {u], as read on the phono-
graph records of Arthur the Rat: {tu'mara}, [tu'mora}.1¢

Loss of vowel or syllable is common. Columbus may, and often
does, become ['klambas), and it is frequently shortened to [klam] (not,
however, to Lum, or to the Lom which Combs notes). Towards veries
fta'wouda), (twowdz), [toodz], though most old-timers pronounce it in the
first way. Opossum is always ['posam), except perbaps in such uses as, ‘He
went {o'posom ‘hantp),’ where, however, [0} may represent the verbal
proclitic a- (ef. ‘a-bear-huntin’; see above under a-, section 1). In addition,
there are the well-known but still interesting shortenings of molasses,
mosquito, polato, lobacco, tomalo: [lEesaz], ['skita), ['terts), cte. Although
these words usually appear on the dises unclipped, the shortened forms nre
reported to be the ones in common use. Another word of this type, toboggan
‘a knit cap with a tassel,” seems to be known only in its reduced form
{'bagon].t?

(2) One small group of words is characterized by partial stress on the
initial syllable, or by a shift of the principel stress to that syllable. Since,
with one exception (pelice), they are shways pronounced with (o] unob-
seured, they are considered together,

Brogans (*heavy shoes’) [bro'gwnz], hotel [*ho,tel], Mohee (in the song
‘My Little Mohee') [mo'hi), November ['no,vembz] or [no'vemba],
Oconaluftee (River) [okono'lafr], police [pa'lis] or ['po,lis], protractive
(as in ‘protractive meeting,’ o series of revival meetings) {pro'trakiav].

Two of these words, it should be noted, heve variable stress: November
and police; for the former, cf. the variable stress in Seplember and December.
Hotel is always accented [‘ho,bel] in the Smokies; it is included in this list
because general American is taken as the norm. Ocenalufiee is generally
shortened to [1aftr); this shortening is iHustrafed in the place-name Luftee
Gap.®

16. An intrusive r appears in Miss Murfree's cornsider’dle ([kon-j?), p. 257, The
form of ¢commence with {a} and chief stress on the initinl syltable ig noted also by Misa
Cushmanr, p. 46, who writes cummence.

Opinion is occasionally {ri'pinjan), it is reported. I{ephart, p. 627, also records this
form nlong with other malapropisms: a summer ezhorl (resort), distracted meetin’
(protracted).

17. Mrs. Dargan, p. 208, writes *boggins. Toboggan cap appenrs in the OED.

18, Sce the United States Geological Survey Map of the park {edition of 1934).
‘There is & Lufty Baplist Churck st Smokemont, N. C. Ci. the Conner 3/8S, p. 10{.:
‘... Relinble person’s reponrted the anow-drift in the old Lufty gnp; to measure 10
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Another word which deserves mention here is possession, transcribed
three times with [o] and with a curious intrusive r: [pro's¢Son].?

(8) The prefix pro-. This prefix is not well represented in the transcrip-
tions_of either actual or_recorded-speech,-but-the-data-at-hand-

variety of treatment. In protractive, as already observed, the [o] is retnined.
This vowel was also present in the corresponding verb protract, heard once
in the interesting sentence: “We just protracted the party from one house to
another.” (The speaker referred to the prolonged frolics formerly observed
between Christmas and New Year's.) Proporiion oceurs on 2 dise as (pro-
‘poafon]. In produce and protect, the prefix becomes [pra) or [pz): [pro‘dius],
[p'tekt), ete. Provisions, in its single recorded occurrence, is clipped to
(*vrzonz), spoken by an old-time bear-hunter,

(4) The prefixes fore-, for-. Forenent, forenensi (obsolescent, for ‘opposite’)
are always [fa'nen(s)t] or [fo'nmn(s)t)™® Forget and forgive are generally
[fo'gtt), (fr'gev], infrequently [fas'get], (foa'giv], ete.

5, Spelling with «,

Words spelled with « in the initial unstressed syllable are divided into
three chief groups: (1) & group sounded with [o); for example, succeed,
suggestion, supply, supporl, surprise (usuelly with loss of r [so'prarz]),
surround, suspicion v., elthough under slight stress the sound in succeed
and suggesiion may be []; (2) 2 group with {u] or {u}—for example, curiosity
(kjur-], Junaluska (place-name) (,dsuno'laski], rheumatics [rum-], musician
[mjuz-}; (3) & group spelled with un-, variously pronounced with fan],
[un), [on], [on). None but the last of these groups requires comment, Ex-
amples: uncerlain, unbeknownst, understand, uncasy, unthoughied (‘unex-
pected,’ as in the cxpression, ‘It happened so quick and unthoughted?),
unluckily, unlucky, unsafe, until.

By betier educated spenkers, all of these words are pronounced with [}
but by & number of old people, and very likely others, some of them are
pronounced with the low-back vowels, unrounded and rounded, and with
secondary accent.® Typical forms are: uncerfoin fian'sztyl, unbeknownst

feet nt the top of the Smokey.’ CI. also Chucky ‘Nolichucky (River)! in J, P, Arthur,
Western North Carolina; A History (From 1750 to 1918) (Raleigh, 1014), p. 44,

19, The occurrence of this form once in the expression, ‘He had a large (pro’sefan)
of Jand here’ {i. e., » piecc of land), suggests infuence of the legal term fo procession
land ‘to establish the bounds of land,’ which oceurs in the southeastorn U. S.; see
?ou'vimi's Law Dictionary and Webster, A Jefferson Co. speaker pronounces possess
pro‘ses).

20. Forenent, -enst, n combinntion of fore and anent, is Scottish snd northern
English, according to the QED. The first example of its use is dated 1524,

21, Unkind ia [on'ken} in a recorded balled sung by a woman in her thirties.

The dinlect writers have taken edvantage of this characteriatic of mountain specch
in their ‘phonetic’ spellings. Miss Murfree in the Prophet has onwillin’ (p, 28), onsariin
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{ionbz'noans], unfil [on't1l], (Until may be heard also as ['ant}], with shifted

stress.)

From wunscrupulous, the prefix is dropped by untufored speakers:

indicate—['slerupstss); as-inthe seatence, ‘He's serupulous; hie'd steal anything lie

could get his hands on.’

Miscellancous, The place-names of Indian origin, Cullowhee, Tucka-
leechee, Tuckaseigee axe all sounded with [A] in the initial syllable: [ kals'wi],
[ytaka'litse), [taka'sidsil.

II, MEDIAL SYLLABLES

Again, the material to be considered is arranged according to the spell-
ing, this time in four main groups: (1) ¢ and o; (2) e and ¢; (3) #; and (4) a
smell group of words spelled with Ie and usuelly pronounced with syllabie L.
This arrangement is observed, at some cost of repetition, because of the
many instances of correlation between sound and spelling, and because
some of the unusual characteristics of Smokies medial vowels become more
evident when compared with the spelling.

1. Medial & and o.

Medial unstressed e and o are pronounced chiefly with the sound [a],
but in a few words {1] is heard. In & number of words, the vowel is or may be
dropped, Under partizl or secondary stress, the sounds may vary to [e],
{e], [o], but such instances are relatively infrequent.

(1) The largest group of words is sounded with [0} Examples:

Alebame {jlo'bems], almanne [‘olmonrk], Anthony, Carolina, Cata-
loochee (Creek), Cherokee, Colorado, comfortable, constable, decoration
{as in, the Decoration ‘Memorial Dzy’), democrat, Desolation (place-
name), dew-poisoning, disappoint, discomfit, favorance ("resemblance’),
felony, finally, guarantee, Jerusalem (as in, Jerusalem oak), kerosene,
organize, paradise, recollect, recommend, relative, rheumatism ['rumotiz),
separate, Sugarlands, tantalize, testament, Tuckaleechee (Cove), violin,

There is no perceptible deviation from [0] in these words, with the
exception of a few here noted. Alebema and testament are sometimes pro-
nounced with (1), Jerusalem, usually {dso’ruzolom), has (i for a on one of the
discs, Panama (hat) was twice distinetly ["penima)]. Anthony and company,
and others of the same type, frequently lose their medial vowel; but such
cases will be considered more fully below.

(p. 28), ete.; Mrs, Dargan onhandy (p. 5); Mason ontell “until’ (p. 166), onbeknownst
(p. 211); Xephart onmarciful (vol. 3470, p. §59). For the shift, ) > [a), [0}, see chap. 1,
Bee, 11,
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.(2)A few words are generally sounded with {r]: aleohol, dynamite,
miracle, sassafras, spectacles, sycamore,

In some._of these words, fx] mey he _pinched end raised-to-or-toward-[il;

for example, (‘zlkihol}, ['dainimat] (once ['dinimart]), ['smsifek] ‘sassa-
fras’, A similar case is chinguapin, which seems always to have the raised
vowel: ['t§ipkipin]. Zdaho and Omaha also belong here, for some speakers
consistently pronounce them [‘ardiho] and {'omiha}; these forms suggest the
influence of Ida ['e1di] and Oma ('omi], the women’s given names, and the
general type with [1] for final .2

(3) Omission of the vowel is frequent—in some words usual—in three
positions: before r, J, and n followed by en unstressed vowel. Examples:

Before n, i: accidentally [eksi'dentll); Anthony [‘zntni], {'entni);
Caroling (kes'lama), [ko'lame], (ko'lawng]; company [kampni); finally;
generally ['dsinglz]; reasonable [‘riznabal).2?

Before r: boundary, fectory, Gregory, hickory, history, memory, salary,
separate adj., vigorous (‘vicious,’ as of a dog) ['vargros].

Such forms as [‘Twktr1), ['hikrr), (*histrr), 'memrs} are the usuel ones for
these words in the Smokies. Boundary and Gregory, however, are often
sounded with o very brief syllabie 7: {'beundr1), {'grigya). In fgnorant, also,
the treatment commonly differs from that indicated above; this word
generally retains its medial vowel, but loses the vowel of the following
syll::i:le: ['rgnant]. (For this type, of. copperas, ete., presented below under
eand 1)

The curlous pronunciation of vigorous is colorfully illustrated in the
statement of a Mount Sterling woman: ‘Hit [2 rattlesnake] was inten-
tioned to bite me; I never heerd a snake sing so ['vargros)l'=

Two miscellaneous instances of vocalic omission are the common forms
of Ephraim and whereabouls: [‘ifram), [[jhwa'bzuts). (For the former, of.
the loss of [1] under medial ¢ and 7.)

22, Conner's spellings legicy (p. 32), neritive {p. 99}, end comparitively (p. 37)
suggest medial {1] for a. For medie! o, cf. Dimmycrats (Murfree, p, §9), photygraphs
(C. M. Wilson, Outlook and Independent, vol. 151, p. 66).

The Indizn nemey Oconalufiee (River), Tuckasegee (River), Tuckalecchee (Cove)
are now pronounced with [3) for medinl e, A vowel [1) or [i}, however, is indicated by
the following early ninctecnth century spellings: Tuckylechy Cove (Whitney, The
Land Laws of Tennessee, an act of 1809, p, 716 {.); Tuckeysepey (Haywood Co. Reg.,
vol. A, p. 260; 1812), Oconey Lufty Gbid., vol. B, p. 45 {.; 1816). Mason, p. 37, has
Tuckysess.

23, For loss of the vowet before n, cf, the ently modern spellinga reasnable (c1580),
parsnage (1610), cited by Wyld, p. 282,

24. Recorded in southeastern Missouri by Crumb (p. 335), and in the Qzarks
{American Speech, vol. 11, 1936, p. 318). Miss Murfree, p. 10, has survigris, and
Kephart, Word List, p. 418, hes o form simtlasly spelled. Other instancea may be
found in various issues of Dialect Notes and American Speech. See also Thornton,
American Glossary.
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(4) Miscellancous changes.

Syllabic n oceurs in Chattanooga (tSeetn‘nugt, Hendersonville, and
sometimes-in-Anthony-{!entpnt}—— -~ - - —— -

There is substitution of [o] for [ro] in aggravate and infroduce; also in
microphone, which one CCC enrollee writes mikerphone. (This phenomenon
should probably be referred to as normal gyllabic reduction rather than
‘substitution.’)

The stress of certain words deserves comment. Characler was observed
once as [ke'rzkts), with the principzal accent on the medial syllable; on a
disc the word appears as ['ke rekts], with secondary stress on the second
syllable2® The common usage is with [1), unstressed. Relatives is sometimes
(but not frequently) stressed [ro'lertivz).® Somebody is usually [sam'badi),
and nobedy varies [no'badi), [no'ba’di), ['nobadi). Theater usuelly has
secondary stress on the medial vowel: ['0t,eto]#

2, Medial ¢ and <.

Unstressed medial syllables spelled with ¢ or 7 appear chiefly with [1],
18], and [8]; but less common variants in special positions are [l}, (mi, [n)
and {r]. Before !, m, and =, [o] frequently occurs; and before r this sound is
the usual one unless it is omitted. There may be loss of the medial vowel in
open syllables, particularly before and after r, I, #, and before another
vowel, There may 2also be other developments, such as intrusive sounds,
substitutions, and alterations of stress, The materials of this section are
arranged in the following order: (1) (1) and variants thereof, (2) [0] and
variants thereof, (3) loss of the vowel, (4) other changes.

(1) In an extensive group of words the sound in the medial sylleble is (1,
although it may vary oceastonally to [f] and [a). Examples:

Accident, America, Americus (given name), barbecue, benefit, biggety
(‘conceited'), citizen, civilized, deadening, delicate, devilment, fitified
(‘subject to fits’; obsolescent), Floride, hospital, hurricane, imitate,
irrigate, legislature, Louisville (Blount Co., Tenn.), medicine, officer,
Oliver, perfectly, primitive (as in Primitive Baptist), Republican, satisfy,
scerify (‘to make incisions in the skin,” for blaod-letting), talkified
(‘talkative’; obsolescent), ferrible, thickety, Washington, Whittier
(Jackson Co., N. C.).

In some of these words [1] is often tense and distinet (not, however,
sugeesting [il). In such cases the medial syllable is given slightly more

25, Cf. ckarficfer, Combs, p. 1314, who regards the form ns an Elizabethan survival,

26. Cf. relatives, Sheppard, Cabins in the Lavrel, p. 277,

27. To these miscellaneous forms may be ndded innercent, Murfree (p. 92}, Dargan
{p. 220), ond *comerdate, Dargan (p. 05). For other cases of the chonge {3) > fo) in
medisl syllables, sce p. 63 of this chapter.
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the frequency and distribution of (1], {i], and [o] in the words listed above,

stress than is customary in general American., Examples: aceident ['mkst- ¥ s .
severel interesting tendencies are nevertheless discernible:

«dent], benefit ['benyfit), conjfident ['kanfrdent) (as in thesentence, ‘I don’t

confident-the story?),-devilmeni-foolishness-(‘nonsense)-angelica,—delicate————I—Under-slight-stress, [} rather-than {i)-or lo]-appesrs, s in accident, .

A mountain preacher carefully articulated privilege ['privilids]; but speakers
with scant formel training have been heard to use such forms as ['benif1t)
and [‘remrdi] with precise medial {1}. “Yow're perfeetly welcome’ ["pasfikic
"'welkam), seid an old gentleman of Webbs Creck with an articulation far
from slovenly. A precise and deliberate {1 is feirly common.

Qccasionally the vowel approaches or reaches [i). Examples: crucify
{'krusifar), Hiinods ['slinosz], marigold ['memri,gouvld), talkified, uniform.2
For the most part, such forms are limited to a few old people. Yet young
people say {'stpki,fo1l] for cinguefeil. (In standard speech this word appears
without o medial vowel.)

Closely allied to these are words like anyway, anywhere, honeysuckles
(‘flame azalen’), which have a sound which varies between [1], and (i),
as in general Ameriean,

An opposite tendency is manifested in o number of words of this general
type. In them, the vowel not infrequently is lax and indistinet, often
becoming indeterminate in quality. Instances of such & sound are usually
associated with very briel quantity, a factor which assists in obscuration
and renders analysis difficult, Examples: Arizona, authority, deadening,
Gatlinburg, horrible, Maryville (Blount Co., Tenn,), officer, possible,
Sheridan, Tennessee, terrible.

Officer, for example, is thus often [‘afiss), ['ofisy), or ['ofasy). The pro-
nunciation of Maryville is curious and characteristic: it approaches
{"'marovol]. For terrible, many old-timers sey ['tzbol), a pronunciation which
ilustrates the tendency toward obscuration and loss of the vowel.

From the foregoing remarks, it will be seen that two contrary tendencies
are at work in Great Smokies speech: one towards preservation and tensing
of 1], and the other toward weakening and loss. Although, in view of the
limited date, it is not feasible to make positive statements with regard to

23, Harold Whitchall, *The Quality of the Front Reduction Vowel in Early Ameri-
can English,” American Specch, vol, 15 (1040), pp. 136-143, suggests that present-doy
unstressed [1]) is ‘a comparatively recent development of an earlicr i), The sound (i],
he says, is reflected in the frequent spelling of unstressed syHobles with -ee-; for
example, spacecfied specified’ (1740, Sharon, Conn.). Sce his remarks on the variztion
(1)/3) in stressed syHables in errly modern English, referred to in note 5, chap, 1.

It would be unwise, of course, to attnchk too much importance to the fow Smokics
forms with (i) for [1]); yet it jsinteresting to note that J. R, Clemens, American Speech,
vol. 7, p. 438, finds (i) for unstressed [1]) current in George Washington’s time, The
following pronuncistions are advised in a dictionary of that periods ence-mee, Kon-
stee-tu-shun, patrec-ut, A-mer-ce-ken, Prezzee-dent,

Ci. confecdent, Mason, p. 19, and the following nalve spellinga: teneesy "Tennca-
see,” Buncombe Co. Reg. (vol. 2, p. 400; 1796); notiefie, Ileplinst (vol, 3470, p. 844);
misty-fied, ordinariely, beautyfully, Conner (pp. 1, 2, 44; Conner alao writes ordinarialy
twice; inverse spelling with ~ia- for [i)?).

devilment, etc.

I1. Between ! and a palatal stop, [1) is preferred, as in angelica, delicale,
Tellico (Plains).

IIL. Before & palatal stop, (1] scems to be preferred, as in barbecue,
hurricane, irrigate, perfectly, (Ci. miracle, character, spectacles.)

IV, In the neighborhood of high front sounds, [1] tends to appear or to
be preserved, as in benefit, biggely, citizen, imilate, remedy, thickely. This 1],
however, may be obseured to [i).

V. There is a preference for [1] or {i] in the vicinity of sibilants and
spirants, as in citizen, Louisville, satisfy, talkify. (Cf. also sassafras.)

Such generslizations, however, are merely tentative and point fo the
need for further investigetion of the whole subject. It may be said, too,
thet meny occurrences of [1} are probably influenced by the spelling. The
tpower of the letter’ undoubtedly holds strong sway in the minds of frontier
folk who have no authority to appes! to other than the written word.

(2) A number of words are pronounced with [o] in the medial syllable,
This sound is likely to appear before laterals and nasals, and it always
appears before r unless the vowel is omitted,

Before laterals and nasals.

Carpenter, ceremony (but also with [1]), devil, deviling (‘tessing’),
dominicker ['damoneks), experiment, foreigner, Hazelwood (Hlaywood
Co., N. C.), Ilinois (beside the form with [i] mentioned ebove), regiment,
Robbinsville (Graham Co., N. C.), serenade, turpentine, Valentine.

Some cognate sounds deserve notice here, There is usually a syllabic
in ferlilize: ['fstjarz). In uneducated speech, carpenfer and lurpeniine
sometimes have syllabie m: ['kegpmts), ete.; and such forms as decenler
(‘more decent’) have [n]. Substitution of [¢] for [0} is common in the given
name Audely ['oodolr], and in dominicker (‘e black chicken or gnat with
white spots’) (‘damymneka]. The latter word is frequently shortened to
[dam] or [dama] (but only when it has the sense of chicken).®

Before r.

Cholera, confederate, considerable, conversation, copperss (erystallized
ferrous sulphate, used in dyeing), Cumberland (Gep), dangerous, exag-

20, Dominfeker varies (1)/ic)/{=] before (k), but usuelly has [g). CI, Combs, ‘A
Word-List from the South,! Dialeet Notes, vol. 5, p. 33: ‘dominacker, n. A species of
chicken (Dominique, or Domenico?). Also dominccker, Sometimes clipped to demmer.!
Reported algo from Wisconsin (dominick ‘chicken,’ ibid, p. 240) and West Virginin
{dominicker, American Specch, vol. 2, p. 352); recorded by Murfree (p. 106), Kephart
{Word List, p. 411).
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gerate, formerly, generally, generation (frequently used in the sense of
‘family,’ ‘race’), government, interesting, Jefferson (Co., Tenn.), miser-
able, reservation, separated, somerset, tannery, tolerable, yesterday.
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With the exception of the words beginning with every- (the pronuncia-
tions of which have been indicated above), foreigner, and ferrible, these
transcriptions represent single oceurrences. Syncope of the vowel is not 50

Ixceptions to this frentment are the occasional forms of yesterday and
Robertsor in which [1] is substituted for (¢]: [*j1stidi), ['rabisn). In formerly 5]
sometimes becomes [2): [fovmah], and sometimes it is lost: ['fo'amlr)®
When the accent on the initial syllable of Jefferson is heavy, the [7) becomes
very light: ["'dsef"sn).

(3) Loss of the medial voswel.

The medial vowel is especially subject to syncope in the following posi-
tions: (a) before r, I, n; (b) after 7, I, #; (c) before an adjacent vowel. In
practicelly all instances, the omission occurs in an open syllable before an
unstressed sylleble,

Beforer, I, n.

Bettery, deadening, desperate, evening, everybody, everything,
family, pallery (‘porch’; obsolete), generally, interest, machinery,
maintenance, mystery, Owenby, scenery, several, sweetening, traveller.

Syncope of the vowel is vsual in many of these words; for exemple,
baltery 'butrr] ({'beetar) is rare), evening {'iveon), family ['femli), generally,
mystery, scenery ['sinr}, severel ['sevral]. It is perhaps not usual, but at least
frequent in deadening and Qwenby (a common family name in the vicinity
of Gatlinburg). Omission of the vowel in the latter word is illustrated by
the alternate spelling Qunby,

Exceptions to this treatment are considerable, copperas, dangerous,
different, Bverett, and others, which almost always retain the vowel before r,
but lose the vowel of the following unstressed syllable: ['kapss], ['defont),
['evel), cte. So also, everybody, everything, and everywhere are most often
and cheracteristically {'ever,bedi), [*evalipl, ['evahws]. It is difficult to say
whether tnlerest is more commonly (‘mtrast) or [‘intast); inferesting appears
on a dise with retention of both medial vowels and secondary stress on the
second: [1nto, estml. Polerable usunlly retaing both vowels or becomes
['talobal].

Afterr, l, n,

Amerieus [‘'mzkag], cligible [‘wldzibal), erysipelas [oa'siplis] (which
shows loss both after  and before 2), everybody, everything, everywhere,
foreigner ['fang], terrible ['tzball, venison ('venzan),

30. Cf, formaly 'formerly,’ Conaer, p. 66; also Haywood Co. Reg,, vol, B, p, 110
(2823): . . . where he formally lived’ (i. e., formerly). Brown, p. 313, writea Govener
‘gavernor.’

general-in-this-position- as-before-r,-I,-n.- For foreigner, [forona] is rapidly .
displacing [*fzonal.

Before a vowel,

The vowel subject to syncope in this position is [1.* The examples
collected are divided into three groups: words in which the loss is usual;
isolated occurrences and obsolescent pronunciations; two words in which
the preceding consonant has been palatalized by the high vowel.

{2) Omission of [1] is usual in the following words:

Carrion ['keran] (older [kjosn)), curiosity (kjur:'astts], curious {'kjurss),
dubious ['dzubss] (‘timid, hesitant’), experience [tk'spirons), jovial
{'dzouval], Julius ['dzules], scorpion ['skozpan).

Carrion as [kjoon) was also heard in the expression carrion crow. Ephraim
as ['ifrom)] also belongs here, for in standard speech it is customarily
sounded with medial [1). With this tendency may be contrasted the hyper-
corrective tendency to pronounce an [1} or {j] in positions where it is inor-
ganie; for example, larpaulin is [tus’poulian], and villain is [viljon),®

31, The omission occurs in most cases after r, I before nn unstressed vowel. CI. the
tendeney to drop finel (t) aftor r, p. 74,

The Joss of [t] beforc an unstressed vowel was charasteristic of carly modern
Englieh, to judge from numeroua apellings cited by Ellis and Wyld. For example:
laborous (1406), behavour (1520), behaver (Q. Eliz.), seruz (1683), charet ‘chariot’
(Cooper, 1685), Dannel, carrin ‘carrion,’ fnin ‘onion’ (Baker, 1724); sce Wyld, pp. 175,
276, 281 and Ellis, pp. 1029, 1074,

CI. the spelling Ezekil Stringfield in the North Carolina census of 1790 (Morgan
Diatrict, Rutherford Co., p. 118); Conner's Harrit ‘Harrict,’ prevousely (pp. 39, 60);
Har'et, Dargan (p. 188); joval, Goodrich (p. 69); cur'osily, cur'sus, Xephart, (p. 509).
Dubious a8 juberous, jubous has been reported from many placesin the United States,
chiefly in the South; sce the indices to the several volumes of Diafect Nofes, nnd
Stanley, p. 50,

32, Wyld, p. 281, notes.the confusion in the endings -cous, -ous, ete,, citing
Aschnm’s barbariousnes (1445), stupendious (1682), misckevyous (a1739), and others.
A similar confugion in Smokica specch is indicated by the formg mentioncd in the text
and in the following noted by other writeras favior (Murfree, p. 53), nerveeous (Mason,
p. 215), galliant {KKephart, p, 510).

One of the balled-singers arng:

Now Polly she i9 married
Among the jovial [*dzoval) crew,
but,
Begono you dogged villaing ['viljanz],
For hanged you both ghall bel
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(b) The following words also illustrate the disposition to omit f1] before

2 contiguons unstressed vowel; but the transeriptions represent single
occurrences.
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to have been & common pronunciation in former times; and vehiele [vithrkal]
(reported to be the form used by one speaker),3

4 Mediplt—— - e L —

Assaciation [o,50'setfan], Daniel [,densl), editorial [ edt'toral], Gilead
(sec below), memorial [me'morel], serial ['suol], Trillium {sce below),
Presbyterien [,prezba’teren] (reported).

The prevailing usage for some of these words is not known, but in them
omission of [1] is probably common, Association, which appears as above
transeribed on the speech-record of an aged man, is said to be generally
sounded with a light [1], In Daniel the medial vowel is reasserting itself—
probably through ultramontane influences; this word may be contrasted
with Julius, which is still usually pronounced without its medial vowel,
For Trillium Gap, formerly known as Brushy Gap, a high sehool graduate
seid ["trilom), but a CCC foreman said [“triljom), with clear I Baln of
Gilead, the leaves of which are used in making a salve ‘good for the itch
[it§]' and other ailments, was pronounced ['grlod] by & men of the Cosby
section, but ["gtljxd) (with an extremely clear 2) by his aged mother and by
others, These two pronunciations appear on a phonograph record.®

(c) In at least fwo words (1] has prlatalized the preceding dental stop and
disappeared: Indien ['mdgzen), ledious [“idsos). This pronunciation of
Indian may still be heard from a number of old people, but the current
forms are (‘tndin), as frequently in general American, and ['indjon], The
palatalized form of fedious is common. Here also, perhaps, may be men-
tioned the old and obsoleseent form of ondon ['egon), in which the palatal
glide has become retracted, velarized the nasal, and then disappesred.

(4) Miscellancous.

Mention is made here of & few miscellancous changes which affect the
pronunciation of medial syllables. In Smokies speech, as in colloguial
English generally, sounds not organic in a word sometimes intrude, prob-
ably in many cases by hypercorrection. Audely and dominicker with (5]
for [o] have been mentioned above; another instance is ['rezor,denta) for
residenler ‘old timer,’ which occurs on a phonograph record. More striking
examples, however, are ['sinj) for scenery, heerd now and then (meta-
thesis?); [in'stju,ets] for incinerator, heard oned and reported once; and
['woofolton] for Washinglon, said to have been current in the vicinity of
Gatlinburg twenty or thirty years ago. Of interest, too, are a few instances
of misplaced stress: discipline [di'siplon) (once); difficulty {dr'fikolts], said

33. [1] is not lost before inflectional ayllables, ns in preftyest, nor in mail-carrier,
Whittier (N. C.), and the pronouns [*mrton}, ['nerian) ‘any one,’ ‘none! {c.g., [pt'nevay
'sid o "di nw 30 'nertons 'treeks] ‘I never seed (saw) a deer nor saw nary one's tracks.”).

When the sound of 7 ie retained before n vowel, it ususlly becomes crisply con-
sonantal in the Smokics; c.g., Gilead ['grljid], idiot [1djat).

In general American speech medial unstressed syllables spelled with «
are variously pronounced with [jul, {jo], (6], and [0]. (See ¥enyon, Amer.
Pron., p.213; Guide, §§249-250.) The treatment inSmokiesspeech is charac-
terized by ineressed obscuration, except as the tendency is counteracted
by the schools and other influences, The commonest sound in syllables with
this spelling is (9], although instances of (j9], [ju], ete. are not entirely want-
ing. In two or three words the vowel is very often dropped.

(1) In the following words, « is usually pronounced [):

Accumulate ['kjumalet], accurste [‘mkoot), ambulance ['2mbslons),
deputy sheriff {'depodr "Sesfl, fistula (‘fistelo], occupation, popularity,
population, reputation; scrupulous (‘mean, bad’).*

(2) In & related group of words, in which » has palatalized the preceding
consonant, the sound is also usually [3]; this sound mey, however, combine
with a following unstressed vowel. Examples:

Actual ['=kt$ol], educate ['edsoket], education, gradual ['gradssl],
graduate ['gredzaert), natural, usuat ['juzel).

Graduate was heard once gs ['greedsreit].

Manufacturer and manufecturing were each heard once with unpalatal-
ized ¢: {mens'fektso], mens'fektag).

It is said that the old form of natural ['nwtrol] has not yet died out
completely.
{3) In some words of this type, the sounds [js}, [jul, [v], etc. have been

34, Kepbart, vol. 3467, p. 7, notes & similar form for scenery: 'Yes, th's's & right
smart secenyuh around byur,’

An accentuation difffeulty wos recorded in 1805 nt Roan Mountain {Carter Co.),
Tenn, (Dialect Notes, vol. 1, p. 375),

35, A clerk in the U. 8. district court st Agheville, N, C., pronounced document
{'dakamant). Xephart, p. 503, writes calkelate; Mrs, Drrgan, p. 253, has argyment,

Ct. the speliings cited by Wyld, p, 277 £.: repelaifon, argament (15th cent.); moni-
ment (Spenser); miracilous, continial (17th cent.), and others; also phistiloes in the
OED, under fistula,

36. The more recent diglect writers find palatalized forma for gctuel and nalural
(e.g., actially, Kephart, p. 504; nachally, Dnrgan, p, 266); but Ziegler and
Grosscup in 1883 write, p. 94, ‘a nat'ral born hoss-swopper.

Ct. the 15th, 16th, end 17th century spellings of words witk medizl -fur- cited
by Wyld, p. 277; for example, unscripterlye (Latimer), venterous (Euphues, Mnchyn),
{ortering (Shakespeare, First Fol,). Cooper (1685) says that century and cenlory
‘herba centaria’® have the same sound (Ellig, p. 1029).
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Before sibilants:

(7) -as, -0s, -0se, -ous, -us: Amos, August, bilious ['biljss], conscien-
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0 I;ltru]sive [1] is always present in {erpaulin [tuo'povlion], and [§) in willain
viljan),

tious, fractious, Mingus (Creek), purpose, ruckus [‘rukssj, surplus
('szplos), Thomas. Also, progress {'pragros] (twice).

(8) -ness: darkness, foolishness, harness, meanness, roughness (fod-
der'), wilderness,

Before other sounds:

{9) confederate (other words with -afe tend to be pronounced with (),
Gilead [‘gtljad] (also with [1]), idiot ['rdjat), turnip.

Compounds (of long standing):

(10) breakdnst, chestnut [‘$§esnat], forehead [fawad), [fazd), foremost

{'formast), gentleman, hateful, spignet (‘spikenard?), upland, walnut,
welcome,

In general, words with these terminations are pronounced with [2]; yet
there are some deviations which need mention, They have to do with in-
trusive sounds, substitutions, hypercorrections, elimination of the vowel,
and varying degrees of stress, The diverging treatments concern most of
the groups given above, and the phenomena will be considered in three new
proups: intrusive sounds, ete., omission of the vowe), variations of stress,

(1) Intrusive sounds, substitutions, and hypercorrections.

There has been  tendency in old Smokies speech to develop [2) into o),
especinlly before n, This tendency has, for the most part, been counteracted
by the schools and other influences; but it may still be observed in the
common pronunciation of Lincoln as (lepkan) and dubious ‘hesitant, timid’
25 ['dzubos). Other examples are: keathen [‘hitom), onion ['egon], Rabun
(Co., Ga.) ['retban), woman [‘wumon), Gilead ['gilad] (for the last, sce
p. 66). Lincoln had [o] in all instances save one, even in the expression
Lancoln Zephyr ('lepkon 'zepa), though some young Cosby boys said
(Yhipkon 'z1pr].® Woman with intrusive » is apparently rare; it was heard
but twice—on isolated Hazel Creek, and once from a CCC enrollee of
Madison Co., N. C. (near the Smokies).* Heathen as ['hiSon) is said to
be used especially in censuring an unruly horse: [ju ‘don 'hion ju)i®

33. A pronuncintion with [v] is probably indicated in John Brown's Journal,
p. 201: ' .. We Crosed the line between Berk (Burke] and Linkhorn [Linceln}
Countys. ...

. 3153. CIL. ¥(ep]uxrt, vol. 3470, p. 785: “Lhar sot the old womern a-readin' Moody’a
voks. . ..

40. Two other reported forms are: leggings [legonz] (s2id to be used by a man in
Emerts Cove); young ones (children) ["jayanz) (said to be in common use in JoMeraon
Co., Tenn,). Cf, allers ‘slways,’ Iophart, vol, 3470, p. 855, Combs, p. 1320,

I bave not heard the strange forms dumern, dummern (worman), dumerns, dum-

reported to be as common as [‘mmunty] in the White Oak district of Hay-
wood Co., N. C. Strangely, however, the hypercorrective pronunciation
occurred but twice, at Gatlinburg and in & recorded ballad (sung by a young,
fellow of Spring Creek, Madison Co., N, C.).#

{ro] becomes (7] by normal reduction in Alfred, apron, children, hundred,
Wilfred: ['wlierd), 'e1pon), {'tS1lden], etc.?

[an] becomes [m] by assimilztion in even ['ibm), eleven [o'lebm) (but also
{a'lcbon]), hcaver ["hebm]. Local informants (mountain people) say that
these pronunciations are fairly common, but I did not hear them. QOven
as [abm) is said to have practieally died out since the introduction of wood
stoves to the mountains. The word in its older sense referred to the Dutch
oven, which is a heavy iron pan, with a cover, pleced on the coals in the
fireplace.

(2) Loss of the vowel,

The vowel of the final syllable is subject to loss after r especially before .
Examples:

Aaron [@an), [uon), carrion {kieon]) (obsolescent), confederate [kan'f edat),
copperas, dangerous ('desndzos), different, Everett, forehead [fa-ad],
foreign, ignorance, ignorant, parent {peant], (See p. 641.).

Attention is directdd also to the omission of (1] or [j} in such words as
curious, Julius, scorpion, discussed above, p. 65.

(3) Veriations of stress,

A number of words have, or may have, secondary stress on the final
syllable, in which case the vowels are [g], (=], ete. unobscured.

The suffixes -dent and -ment {except in independent) in most instances bore
secondary stress: accident, confident, devilment, inslrument, monument,
payment, selflement, lostement, ete, ["=kst,dent), ete.s* This type is familiar
in the standard pronuncietion of forment, n. [*too,ment),

erenses, dummerenses (women), recorded by both Kephart (Word List, p. 411) and
Combs (p. 1313). (For these forms, Kephart indicates (] in the stressed syllable,
but Combs [ul.)

41. Sce p. 65 and note 32,

42. Mountatn spelled mounting seems to appear only in the earlier dialect writings
(e.g., Muriree, p. 3, Zicgler, p. 61, Mountain Sormon,’ p. 23). Cf. brethering ‘breth-
eren,’ ‘Mountain Sermon,’ p. 21; the form ['brafmin) mentioned above, c¢hap, 1, .
21, possibly reflecta this pronunciation, Combs, p. 1319, finds misplaccd -ing in seven
and cleven.,

43, Cf, Alford Enloe {Alfred), Conner JISS. p. 6.

44, Xephart, p. 559, Vists elemdnt, evidinee, sentiminl; and Combs, p. 1314, notes
both {c]) and [t} in werds like setflement and judgment, Miss Murfree, p. 64, writes
settlemint. 1 have not heard {t) in words of this kind. Cf. incouragemint, snkabetints
in Brown’s Journal, pp. 305, 311.

-‘Misplaced—=ing'—eppeered--only -in-mountain ['meyntgl This-form-is—-
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Two family names ending in -well display inconsistent treatment.
Cardwell shows reduction of the vowel to [8]: ['koxdwal), but in Caldwell
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2. 1.
Thissound oceurs.in a2 number_of end-syllables_too_diverse for brief

the main stress is curiously shifted to the fingl syllable: [ka"wel], Tor the
latter [ka'wel] and ['kawel] also oceur, but they are infrequent.

Words ending in -Jand alse show variation, Copelands (Creek), upland,
woodland, and Strickland (family name) are always pronounced with {a];
but The Sugerlands (e valley near Gatlinburg) is usually {'Suger,lenz). An
aged man of Webbs Creek said that his ancestor had come to Tennessee
fram [,wesmo'lin) county, Virginia, (In the Tennessee Valley, [‘ovk,len)
for Oakland, a local place-name, was heard.)

In the speech of elderly people and some others, proper names with
the suffix -ham are frequently sounded with {z): Grakam (Co., N. C.)
['grerhem], Trentham (family name) [‘trenthem] (besides [‘trentm]).

April was [‘et,prail} in the speech of & young man of Emerts Cove; &
high-school gisl of Cosby said that this is her grandmother’s pronunciation.
{Compare Americon ['fzt]): British ['fz,tanl]). The diphthong [a1] is heard
also in genuine ['d5inja,wain), quinine. A former fire-warden is reported to
have sounded infestine [1n'tes,tan], |

These examples of the tendency to put more than the usual stress on fnel
syllables are contrasted with instances wherein less than the customary
stress is given. The form Cardwell ['kaxdwsl] has been mentioned above.
Further illustration is found in the numerous place-names with the suffix
-ville, Tt is typical of Smokies speech that in these words [1] is plmost always
obscured to [3); for example, Knozville ['naksvel], Sevierville [so'vizrval],
Waynesuille ['wemnzvol].¢¢ Sometimes the [] in such words is very much
reduced, especially when the utterance is rapid, and sometimes it is re-
iracted, making the  rather dark. Occurrences of these names with [1] are
rare in the Smokies, ¥ Interesting too are Aurricane [‘hertkan] and the
compounds foremost, chestnut, walnut, which always have [o]: {'fast n
‘fagmost), [‘f3st n 'formest], & by-word with some people, (hed ‘fomast)
(reported) head foremost (cf. OE fyrmest, formest); ['tSesnot]; ["wosnat]),
{'wolnat] (heard offen in the place-name Walnui Bottems). There scems to
be little tendeney, furthermore, to restore the stress in forehead (though a
few are reported to say ['for hed]), surplus ('ssplos], and words endingin
~ness like meanness ('minnas), roughness ‘fodder’ {'rainas) (but o mountain
preacher was heard to say ['dasknes) for darkness).$? (Cif. progress
['pragres).)

45, Cf, Brown'’s Linvel River ‘Linviile’ (twice), p. 303.

46, But Hendersonvifle (Transylvania Co., N. C.) and Robbinsville (Graham Co.,
N. C.) were heard only with 1] in the final syllable. The rhythm of the former almost
requires secondary streas on the fingl syllable,

47, Ci, Conner's surpless ‘surplus,” p, 10,

characterization. Some of them are Germanie, like -y, as in dusky, fvy; -ly,
as in kindly; -et, 8s in hornet; -ic, as in frolic; many were originally French,
as for example, -age, -ege, -ad, -ct (as in pallet), -ile, -ic (as in physic); at
least two are ultimately of American Indian origin, as in chinguapin,
Catalogchee. But since most of them are pronounced with (1) in general
American (sce Kenyon, Guide, §§119, 155), it seems unnecessary to go into
further detail, The examples of words which are sounded with {1, or
variants thereof, are arranged in the following order: (1) [3] final, (2) before
stops, (3) before affricates and fricatives, (4) before sibilants, (5) before
nasalg,

(1) [1] final:

Anthony, biggety, boundary, brownie (‘penrny’), catty (‘active’),
elifty (‘cliffy’), Cosby (Creek), country, doncy (‘duncy’?), dusky, every,
faney v., foggy, funky (‘having o bad odor’), paily (‘gay’), hungry,
Huskey, ivy, Xentucky, linsey (‘2 cloth made of cotton and wool'),
mercy, mighty, misery, old-timey (‘old-fashioned’), Owenby, perfectly,
plenty, prairie, poorly (in bad health’), puny, rowdy, smoky, sorry,
study, thickety (‘covered with a thicket').

Cataloochee, Chilthowee, Hiwassee, Oconaluftee, Tuckaleechee,
Tuckaseigee.

Monday, Tuesday, ete., yesterday, Loveday (a frmily name).

(2) Before stops (chicfly dentals and palatals):

Ballad, szlad, solid; accurate, desperate; bucket, casket, civet, cover-
let, hornet, pallet, pocket, racket, rucket, scarlet, skillet, socket, Stin-
pett (family name).

Biseuit, circuit, minute.

TFavorite, Proffitt (family name), pulpit, rabbit,

Colic, clectric, frolic, mimic, phthysic (‘asthma’), physie, rollick.

Almanac, mattock, stomach,

-

(3) Before affricates and frieatives:

Advantage, cabbage, courage, gerbage, manage; college, privilege;
cartridge, partridge.

Protractive (as in ‘protractive meeting'), relative, sheriff.

Childish, finish, foolish, skittish.

{4) Before sibilants:
Crevice, notice, office, practice, promise, service; Baptist, Methodist.
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(5) Before nasals:

Cabin, chinquapin, Hopkins, piggin, robin.

AND PARTIALLY STRESSED SYLLABLES 75

Ballad, salad, bullel, pallet, skillel follow the same phonetic pattern in
the finnl syllable, usually having a precise [1) preceded by clear I: (*belit],
['scelit)-(both-of these with unvoicing of finsl d),.['bulrt], etc. These pro-_ .

Beczuse each of these groups displays individual peculiarities in the
treatment of the unstressed vowel, it is necessary to discuss them sepa-
rately. The order as given above will be observed.

(1) 1) final. The vowel in the final syllable of such words as dusky,
hungry, smoky, puny varies between 2 somewhat reduced [i]) and 2 lax fi).
These sounds represent the two extremes; the usual pronunciation, no
doubt, is a raised (1), Nevertheless, if the word-stress is heavy, as it fre-
quently is in Smokies speech, the unaceented final vowel suffers, tending to
become lax and obscured. A few examples taken from natural or recorded
speech will illustrate. On one of the dises, a young fellow says: fam "twent’
'tu "i'3z "oul} ‘I'm twenty-two years old’ (the double stress marks indicate
very heavy stress); on another, a CCC enrollee reads: {'wan 'remn’ 'det),
‘One rainy day...,’ (also with strong force on the accented syllable);
another speaker says: ['en’ 'ta'm] any time. Also, there is o skight tendency
for the vowel to be diminished after r: Miry Ridge 'mar® 'r1d3] (the sound
in the final syliable was hardly audible), ‘.. I you carry on like this’
['ker® 'on Ik 'G1s)* The result of these tendencies is reflected in the
frequent loss of [1] in the much-used every and mighty; for example, every
time ['evy "ta'ml, cvery day (‘eve ‘der), mighty nigh ['mart 'na1], Cf. every-
thing, everybody ['evabey), [ eva'badi).

As to the Indian names, the -ee of the final syllable is usually treated
like final -y: Chilhowee [,tS1)'havi), Tuckaleechee [taka'litSt), Tuckaseigee
[taka'sid 31}, etc, But in Cataloochee, the final syllable is frequently dropped,
no doubt in an effort to simplify 2 long and apparently meaningless word:
('kamtalut§).s

Some speakers combine the final vowel of yesterday with the initial vowel
of cuentng in the phrase yesterday evening f,jistr'divnon],

(2) Before stops (dental and palatal). Before [t) and {k], the general
preference is for (1}, but the particular shade of the vowel varies as between
different words and speakers. Certain features may be noted,

48, CI, alipper' ellum ‘slippery elm,’ Dargan, p. 91, and the loss of [t] after » in
words like curious, serial. There are indications that the reduction or loss of final It
after r is fairly common in the South; cf. this transeription from Amorican Speech
Series, No, 65-B, Macon, Georgia: [of ju ‘keror on lark ‘d103) (', . .if you carry onlike
this') (American Speech, vol. 9, p. 207); also East Texns No. 8 [kimr on) {Stantey,
p. 87 and note 216).

49. Masan writes Tuckyscej (p. 37) and Puckalecch’ (p. 170).

Searcely is ('skirslni) on one of the ballad-records. For prairie, the intercating
dialect spelling perarer appears in the Zlustrated Guide Book of the Western Norik
Caroline Railrond (Salisbury, N, C., 1852}, p. 17. This reealls David Crockoit's
parara (sce note 57, chap. nr). .

nuncintions are very characteristic of Smokies speech, Other words which
in most cases showed an unweakened [1] were: minute, pulpil (with secondary
stress) ['pul,pit), rabbil, rackel, sockel, scarlet, Stinnetl, Proffitt: [‘minit],
['rebrt), ete,®

In some words of this same type, however, the vowel appenred to
vacillate frecly between {1, (¥], [0]: baskel, bucket, caskel, hornet, marﬁ:-et,
pocket, Two other words with variant sounds are favorile, usually with
[-1t], but sometimes with [-nit], and coverlet {'kavolit], (-id), [-led).

Words ending in -ic like colie, frolic, phihsic ['trz1k] have unobscured fz].
Here belong also the words with original back vowels: almanac ['olmonik],
matlock ['mezttk] (OE matluc), stomach ['stamik), which are all typical
Smokies pronunciations.® (For almanee, cf. labernacle [nik-], dominicker,
the latter with an alternation of (1/e/:] before (k].)

(3) Before affricates and fricatives. Words in which the vowel precedes
fdz), [v], [8] (there were no instances of {t§], [3], aod but one of [f]), gen-
erally preserve [1j without reduction: cabbage ['kebrd 3], relative ['rala,tn:],
skittish ['skitt§), Belore [§), [d3), the vowel is often raised slightly toward {i):
foolish ['fulrf], ete, A weskened vowel is sometimes heard, however, in
cariridge and pariridge, which vary [‘ketrids), (‘keteds), ['ketoids), ete.
In sheriff the vowel may be diminished and lost: {'Seo?f], [Seof]; in Irish
it is practically slwnys lost: [ewf).

(4) Before sibilants. Before [s], [1) is in most instances clear and
distinet; for example, crevice ['krivis], promise ['promrs], Sometimes, how-
ever, it becomes lax and refracted, especially in Baptist [‘bmbdis),
Methodist ['mebadas), Morris ['moras), and occasionally in the other words.

Jaundice is perhaps an exception to this group; it occurred but once,
in the expression [‘jxlo 'dzendez). Neither the word nor the expression
seems to be widely known or used.®

(5) Before [n). The unstressed vowel of cabin, piggin, and robin alternates
between the tense and lax varieties of [5), though the preference perhaps is
for the former. Chinguapin, however, always has secondary stress on the
final syllable and preserves (1] unweakened: ['tSinki,pinl. The word visclin
(little used) is stressed on its initial syllable, and the vowel of its final
syllable is often indeterminate in quality,

Smidgen ‘a little bit' (< smitching?) cannot yet be classified; it is said

50. Conner, p. 70, writes Eye-sockits; Mrs. Dargan, p. 281, kiverlids,

51, Wyld remarks, p, 263: ‘In almanacwe have “restored’ (@k]in the final sylizble.
He comperes the form almyneke in the Cely Papera and cites stomick and Fzic (Isaac)
in Baker (172%). . .

52, Crumb, p. 318, recorded yellow janders und dlack janders in southesst Missouri.
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to oceur in such expressions as {go 'ouve n 'barr o 'smrdzon av 'solt]), and
{'dist (just) o ‘smidzon).t?

8- Words-eming =g, =ia; =ak;

Words with these endings arc variously treated: most show the old-
fashioned [1); a few (with -a, -ak) have [3]; and & few have other vowels
([e), [), {o)). There is also a group in which only (0] was heard, In speech
subjected to modernizing influences, forms with f1] and {¥] meay be cor-
rected to corresponding forms with [o], [jo].

(1) [z]. In the speech of most old people, of many middle-aged and young,
both -a and -ig, and (in two cases) -ak, appenr as {1]. Certein words excepted
from this treatment will be discussed below.

The words in which [1) was heard are a5 follows:

Alabama [ wla'bemi), America, Augusta (Georgia), Celifornia f-nx),
Chettenooga [/t§etn'nugr), cholera morbus, Cora, dierrhen [{dar*’rie],
extra, Florida, Georgia, Heintooga Bald (in the park), Hosea [fhovzt)
(man’s given name), Indiana, Joneh (the Biblical figure), (Lake) Juna-
luska [,dzuna'lasks), Laure, Linda, lobelia, mamma {'memi), Martha,
Nora, okra, Oma (woman’s given name), Orn (same), papa [pepy],
pellagra, Pennsylvania, (Mount) Pisgah, pneumonia, Rebecca (usuzlly
shortened to Becky), Rhoda, soda, Virginia [-n1),

The very common ary ‘any’ and nary ‘a0’ (adj.) for the early modern
¢'er a and ne’er ¢ also belong here,

A few comments on these forms are necessary. People who have been
f:xposed to the schools and the tourists may substitute (2] or {js] for (1]
in some or all of the words given above; but there is no necessary con-
sistency of usage. A middle-aged man with some contact with the world
may say, for example, [hawmn'tugt], for Heinlooga Bald, o place-name known
for the most part only to people who live in Haywood edunty; but he is
almost sure to pronounce Alubama with o), Alabema has a wider social
sphere than Heinlooga; that is, its social implications ere greater and its
frequency of occurrence higher, and thus it is more susceptible of receiving
new phonetic influences. Similarly, & man in his twenties may say ('oulkrr]
for okra, but he mey regard [nu'mouni) as old-fashioned. Okra is a word
which is largely limited to use within the family and hence less subject
to changing modes of pronuncietion, But isolated, uneducated, or very old
people may pronounce [1] in all of the words listed above. An exception,
however, o this variable treatment i3 idea, which is very generslly
{'a-d1] among young and old.5*

53, This form, reported also by Combs (p. 1305) and Kephart (p. 841), who write
smidgin, is said to be dying out in the Smokics, Cf. also the reported forms noggin
‘head’ ['nugen), ['nogtel; *boggan ‘knit cap’ ['baginl, ['bogin).

54, Krapp, vol. 2, p, 251, cites cvidence which suggesta that [1) for fingl -a was once

AND PARTIALLY STRESSED SYLLABLES 77

Mention may be made of a few forms of femily relationship. Mamna
and papa, now usuelly ['mama] and ['paps), may still occasionally be
heard as ['memi} and ['pzpr]; the latter is often shortened to [pzp).

-Grandfather—is—sometimes—['greenpep(r)]—A—curious—form—is—{’mee,mas,—

which I heard a middle-aged man employ in addressing his grandmother.
A corresponding ['pe,pa:) for grandfather is also said to be current.

Two place-names show varietion, Alabame oceasionally loses its final
vowel. Sylva (the seat of Jackson Co., N. C.) as ['s1lvia] (beside ['stlva))
is either a hypercorrection or a confusion with the feminine given-name,

(2) (). The tendency already observed to develop [o] into [v] is manifest
also in words spelled with -a, -ah, especially Caroline (as in North and
South Carolina) and Hannah(fomily and place-name): (keer'laing), (ke'lains],
ete,; [thenzlt* These words also oceur with [o], but the forms with (o]
are by far the more common, Other instances of this change are Elia
(ferinine given name) {'eto), time (beans) ['laima}, and banana [ba'nens),
'neng],*

(3) Other sounds. The given name Noak always had [e] or [t]: ['noel;
so also Joshua in its single occurrence was ['dzuSu.e]. The family name
McGaha, common on Cosby Creek and in the Big Bend, is {mo'gehez)
or [ma'gied]. Blowak (McMinn Co., Tenn,) is ['etowa] or {'etawal. Angelica
and fistulz are always pronounced with {0): [en’dzels ko), ['f1sto,lo), inter-
esting in the light of the early modern spellings angelico (1676), phistilocs
(¢1570), and others. (See OED; also DAE: angelico, 1817.)

In thke following words, chicfly girls’ names, only [o] was heard: Arizona,
Clara, Ela (Swain Co., N. C.) ['ile], Ella {"1la}, Lels ['lils], Levada {lo'veds},
Sarah.

prevalent in Americon speech. Enrdy local spellings and modern usage indicate that
both [z} and [r) have beer common in the vieinity of the Smokies. Exemples:

(1) [11: Saludy ‘Saluda, N. C.! (Hamer, vol. 1, p. 36}, McGahey NcGaha! (N, C.
Census, 1780, p. 118), Philadelphic, fluenzy (Sevier's Journal, 1706, 1803), Nanfe-
hallee *Nantshala' (Hoywood Co. Reg., vol. B, p. 165, 1623), Stuly ‘Satulak’ (Moun-
tain), (Guyot, p. 269, 1856-60).

(2) [#): Shanadoar ‘Shenandosh,’ Virginier (Brows, 1795, pp. 287, 313), Unaker
("Unaker or Iron Mountsin’; Strather’s dinry, 1799, quoted in Arthur, p. 44), Sinicor
snake root (Sevier, 1803).

Conner writes Transeleany Co., N. C., p. 88, Fyditlie, p. 67 (girl'a name, probably
for Fidelia, but pronounced [*faidil1) in the Smokies); bhut Beller Tanbella’ p. 66.

55. I have not heard Caroline with final [1], but evidence of such a form, which
bas posaibly fallen out of common use, is found in the representationa Kerliny {Dic-
lect Notes, vel, 1, p. 375), South C'liny (Dargan, p. 234), No'th Ca'ltny (Mauson, p. 231).

For Hannak, cf. the spellings Haner, Hanner (1885) in the North Caroling Park
Commission Abstracts (1928-1935), vol. 8, p. 209.

56. The celebrated moonshiner of Eagle Creck, Quill Rose (see Cushmasn, pp.
30-44), now dead, ia referred $o 23 ['kwilz] on one of the dises; Arthur, p. 340, spella
his given name Aguilla.
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These oceurrences, noted from speakers of varying ages, illustrate the
tendency to abandon the old forms with [x] or ).

4. fo].
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Creature 'krita], said to be used especially in rebuking a horse: {ju
'dan *krite).
Manufacture, usually with [£], but twice with {t].

This sourd oceurs in the final syliables of words of several types: words
which end in -ar, -er, -or; words which end in -ure; words with the suffix
-ward; end miscellancous others like acorn, cupboard, lizard. Tt is also com-
mon in a group of words ending in -0 and -ow, which will be discussed in
the following section.

Examples:

(1) -ar, -er, -or: collar, dollar, familiar, mortar, particular, regular;
after, boiler, boomer (2 small brown squirrel), brother, chigger, clab-
ber, clever (‘*kind, hospitable’), cold-trailer (a kind of hunting dog),
cooper, cucursber, dominicker, enter, fever, fodder, further, gobbler,
gritter (‘grater’), hammer, high-power (a kind of gun), hoosier ["hudsel
(sec p. 99), linkister (interpreter’), loafer v, and n., master n. and adj.,
moonshiner, offer, plunder n., preacher, scatter, setiler, slipper, slobber,
wonder, yonder; labor, liquor, neighbor,

(2) -ure: capture, conjure {'kandse}, creature ['krita), figure, measure,
nature, pasture, picture.

(8) ~ward: awkward, backward, Bdwards, forward, outward.

(4) Other spellings: acorn, acre, all-overst (“worst’; obsolese.), bastard,
buzzard, Hartford (Cocke Co., Tenn.), lizard, Millard (a man’s given
name), orchard, southern,

(1} Words like dollar, clever, liguor require little comment. Enfered
on a. disc is sounded {' entad), with loss of retroflexion; but this was the only
observed instance of this change. Fertilizer appears without its final syllable:
['istiarz).5” For camphor, at lenst one speaker uses the old form camphire
['kermapfazg)*® Horror as ['hora), ('hare] is possibly & case of dissimilation;
see p. 97,

(2) Words spelled with ~ture may retain their old unpalatalized forms
with [-te]:®

Caplure ['kepts) (rarely heard).

§7. Thia pronuncietion is indicated in the Conner MSS, p. 4 £: %, . .We never heard
of Fertnlizer's untill I waa 13 or 14 year's old, yet we made plenty to live on, and to
apnir, and now it takes all our erops to pay our Fertalizo bills, . . .* Kephart, p. 601,
records this form, regarding it as o verb transformed into 8 noun, and elassifying it
with give-pul ‘announcement.’

88. Kephart, Word List, p. 412, writes campfire, apparently for camphor. This
form is probably an instance of folk etymalogy; cf. the quotation from Bacon (Sylva,
1826) in the OED: ‘Brimatone, Pitch, Champhire, Wildfire. . .moke no such fiery
wind, as Gunpowder doth.’ For Americnn oxamples, see the DA E under camphor.

89, There is abundant evidence in various writers that forms with unpalatalized
-ture have been extensively current in the mountains, Examples: Seriplur', nat'ral,

Mizture, in several instances ['mrkstri], but once [*miksts]; the common
usage is unknown.

Nature, elways ['nert§o], even in the speech of old-timers, except once
in the phrase dll-natured ['neitzd] dogs.

Pasture {'pasts], very common.

Picture {'pikts], not frequent, but it oceurs on a dise; also {'pré§s].

Punclured [‘papktad] (once).

Pigure oceurred only as {'f1gs]; (cf. the treatment of medial %, p. 67f.).

(3) Words with the suffix -ward (except lowards), in the common speech,
almost always lose {w] preceding [3): awhward {'oked], backward ['bakad),
ete, Bub lowards varies [to'wozdz), [twosdz), [toadz],

(4) The treatment of the unstressed vowel in words like acre, buzzard,
effort does not differ from general American usage, with the exception of
acorn, which has only (7] (¢f. OF 2cern), and possibly massacre end sabre,
which in single oceurrences were ['mwmsokrr] and ['serbri] (spelling pro-
nunciations?).

(8) Analogical -er and exerescent [o].

Twao words have assumed the suffix -er, apparently by analogy with forms
of similar type: Wnguist (?) becomes {'Linkosty) ‘interpreter’ (heard only
once, but recorded by various writers),® and resident becomes residenter
‘old timer’ (also heard but once, but reported from an adjacent area).
The verbal use of loafer may also be noted: ‘I'm just a-loaferin’ around.’

In the speech of children and of some grown-ups, wesp frequently oceurs
as ['wospa], ['wosps], with inorganic [o].5 Buck-ague 'buck fever' develops
[#] from unstressed [ju] : [}bak'zgo], and twice [bak'ekez).2

Ziegler and Grosseup, pp. 50, B4; natur, crilier, ridin’ eritler, Xephart, p, 503; nater,
Darpan, pp. 01, 96; eritier, picters (motion pictures), Heyward, pp. 109, 208; miziry
Goodrich, p. 66; nateral, picter, Mason, p. 207, Combs, p. 1316, lists naicr, picter,
legistater, and myzlry,

Wyld, p. 277 {., gives numerous ocensional spellings, dating from fo paster (St.
Edithe, ¢1420) to creefors, lorter, picturs in the Wentworth Papers (18th cent.).

60, For example, *linguister or interpreter,’ Lanman (1840}, p. 97; lingister, link-
ister, linkater, Xephart, Word List, p. 414, It is possible, however, that linkster is
derived from lingo - ster (-aier as in leamsier, cte.), or that linksfer is n popular
etymology either of lingo-ster or of linguisier, The interpreter could have been
regarded as o Iink hetween apeakers,

Gl. Cf. wopper’s nest in the DD (v. s. wasp).

62, Cf. duck-aguer, Mason (p. 160); ager *ague,’ Dargan (p. 46). These forms were
recorded algo in southenst Missouri (Crumb, p. 304). One informant reports that
(tbak'=grz) means ‘chills and fever.? Brown writes (p, 301 £.): %, . .Met a Lacge Drove
of famleys all moving for Kentucky from the South State & grate Part of them was
siek with the third day Engy.'
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5. Words spelled with -0, -ow,

The usage 13 varied in words spelled with final -0, -ow. Such words are
pronounced with {z], [a], [1}, [0], depending on the word and the speaker.
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There may be other developments. Often the unstressed vowelis lost, asin
[fa-o) furrow, {spoz:) sparrow, usually with lengthening cither of the vowel
of the preceding syllable or of [r], Occasionally the vowel is diminished to

atfer r, the vowel is sometimes omitted, with or without lengthening in
the preceding sounds, The pronunciations arc of three main types, and
the words are arranged in accordance with those types,

(1) Words of the type of banjo [‘b=nd3ze] and follow ['fele]. The sound
5], representing retroflexion of historical [o), is the prevailing one in most
words spelled with -0, -ow.® It may be, and frequently is, modified to [o);
and occasionally it is ‘corrected’ to [0). It exhibits amazing vitality, never-
theless, in the speech of young and old, often persisting when other out-
moced linguistic features have been lost, A considerable degree of education
or subjection to modernizing influences is required before speakers regularly
avoid [0} for general Ameriean [0}, Examples:

Banjo, mosquito [(ms)'skits], negro ['nxga), piano fpar'ena], potato,
tobacco, tomato; fellow, follow, ‘holler’ v. (spelled hkollo, haillos in the
dictionaries, earlier hallow < OF hallocr), hollow n. (as in Possum Hol-
low, near Proctor, N. C.), meadow, mellow, pillow, shadow, shallow,
tallow, wallow (as in Bear Wallow Ridge; also asa verb), widow, window,
yellow (usunl sense; also in ['jzlo ‘pretf], ‘a burned-over area’).

Attention may be given to e few matters of usage, Negro is ['nigo] in
the speech of everyone—educated or uneducated, The frequency of piano
s [pai'®as] is not known; probably only the old-timers and the isolated
use this form now. Polalo, lobaceo, and fomafo display little evidence of
correction te {o], though they are heard fairly often with [3). They continue
fo flourish as [po’terts], ["tettar], ete. Aninformant of Waldens Creek (Sevier
Co., Tenn.) reports that some of the less schooled families of his scetion
szy ['tettiz] and ['mez1tiz] for polatoes and tomalses; but these forms with
(i) for -ow were unknown to the writer's informants in other areas,

Much of the pleasing rusticity of Smokics speech is associated with the
sound of [¢] in these words. The following sentence is illustrative: [hiz %o
'kreebodast oul 'felyr "ever a 'sid] ‘He’s the erabbedest old feller ever I seed.’

Probably to be included too under this heading is chigger, in view of the
carly spellings chigo, ete. (sec the OED).

(2) Words of the type of arrow. When -r- precedes -ow or -, the treat-
ment is not with [v), but usually with [o}, possibly by dissimilation (ef.
(‘horo) for korror), Examples: arrow, furrow, harrow, narrow, sparrow,
tomorrow, wheelbarrow,

63, Wyld, p. 180, remarka: ‘Feller {felo] for fellow was certainly Pope's pronuncia-
tion, and as it is still certainly a good and natural form in cotloquin) speech, it ia
improbable that it was a vulgerism at the time the translation was written.’

a faint off-glide, either {?) or (), as in (f3r®], [nar']. In at least three words
there may be replacement, by {1): borrow ['bari), narrow ['nari) (the former
is common, but the latter seems to be rare), tomorrow [to'mert] (once).
The loss of the vowel is exemplified in 2 question addressed by an Emerfs
Cove man to his neighbor: [‘eint jo ‘gat =t 'fial ‘hazd 'wut 'jrt] *Aint
you got that field harrowed out yet?

Sorrowful is ['sgr1cfal] in a recorded ballad. This form is possibly a case
of substitution of [1] for [a), but it suggests the influence of sorry.

Two place-names, which should be included here, show the customary
Smokies treatment with [o] after »: Dillsboro (Jackson Co., N. C.)['dilz-
bara), Middlesbore (Ky.) [‘mid)zbsro}.

(3) Words of the type of auto ['atol. Thevowel {0} is present only when
the final syllable receives secondary stress. It may be heard in aufo (car
has practically supplanted this word), motto ['ma,to], photo ['foto]; also
in a group of place-names: Colorado [kala'redo] (once with [a]), Jellico
(Campbell Co., Tenn.), Olfo (= settlement in western North Caroling)
[ato), Soce Gap, Tellice Plains.

Exceptions to treatments previously deseribed ere the two place-
name forms Tapoco (Graham Co., N. C.) [to'poka), Alamogordo (N, M.)
(imimo'gowdr] (once).

8.{]] and [nl.

These sounds oceur after the dental stops [d) and [t]. []} is heard in
such words es the following: addle, cradle, fiddle, heddle, hospital, kettle,
little, pistol, shuttle, straddle, treadle.

1t scems to be present, too, in cerfain cases after [n), (s), [2], as in candle
and handle (which are generally pronounced without [d}), dog-fennel (o
plant-name), parcel, and muzzle: ['ken)), ['dogfen|], ['pxs]], ete.

1t is absent, however, in the frequent Smokies pronuncistion of the
phrase ltfle one ['litlan), osin, ‘Reach me the little one,’ {'ret§ mi % litlan).

The line between []) and [9}] is at times very fine, and there are doubtful
cases; yet an (o] appears to intervene before ! in the following words:
azel, barrel, cuckold v. ['kakal), dewil, dog-hobble, gravel, honeysuckles (flame
nzalea), navel ['nexbal}, rafffe 'rarfol], Rebel ['rebal), shovel, sprangled (‘spread
out,’ of a tree), strangle, travel. There s zn interesting contrast between
the normal and dialectal pronuneciations of furtle, both of which are heard
in the Smokies: ['tztl), but ['tzkal],

In a recorded utterance, {3} is lost before L in the phrase couple of months
['kaplo 'mants].
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[n} is heard in the following words aud others like them:

Aden (man’s given name), Canton (Haywood Co., N. C.), Catons

Grove; certain;cotton; fittenadj(*Atting, proper, &5 i, ‘It @in’t fitten
for & men to go outside in this weather'), Parton, plaintain, quieten, rot-
ten, sudden, Sutton, threaten, warden,

But caplain is ['keepton], and mountain is occasionally ['memunton) and
['mzmunta], as well as ('m@untny),

It may be noted here that one in enclitic position is often reduced to
syllabic 7, as in the phrase pretty good ones {'patx 'gudnaz),

7. The inflectional endings.

The present remarks with regard to the sounds of the inflectional
syllables are based upon all available transeriptions; more definite state-
ments cannot be formulated until all of the materiels on the phonograph
records have been transcribed.

(1) -es, preceded by [s), (2], [§], (5], (ds].

The vowel of this termination varies between [a], (3], f1], with & prefer-
ence for [a] and [i); = distinet {r] does not seem to be very common. How-
ever, horses and houses oceur on the dises with an (1) more or less clearly
eudible. Typical forms are benches ['bentfoz), bridges ['bridsiz), calches
{'ketSoz), closes ['klouzaz)], Mingus's Creck ['megesoz 'krik], molasses [mo-
3tsaz], ['edsez], Sparks' place ('spacksez 'plers).

In the dialectal plurals and possessives of words like nests, posts, cte.,
the same vowels appear, and also occasionzlly {1) or (i):

Nests ['nestos], ('nestoz), [nestis), ('nestraz] (beside [nes:)).

Posts (like nests); o Cosby boy said: [a 'wando "wat Ge ez {5 ‘du
widiz 'pam 'poustos] ‘L wonder what they aims to do with these pine
posts.’

Joists ['d3o1s9z] (onee, on a disce; also [d3o1s:)).

Fists ['fistiz] (once, small boy on Cosby Creck); fistes (curs) ['farstiz).

Locusts (inseets) ['lokosaz] (in the few observed instances),®

Wasps ['wospas] (also ['wespaz); but now usuelly [wos:)).

In Christ’s time [in 'krarstrs 'taim} (once),

Belluges, galluses ['belosoz), [‘pemlasaz).

Yours ['juronzoz] (plural; once).

The following verbal forms were pronounced with (o] in the firal syliable:
costs {'kostos), lastes [‘teistas], snterests ['intxastoz). The first two were used
by some small Cosby children; the last by o CCC cnrollee,

64, Cf. Papeses ‘Papists’ (1855), Wyld, Short. Hiat,, p. 216.
65, Ci. Medderses, apparently Meadows, in an expression recorded by Xophn:?
vol, 3470, p, 738: ‘Run, Xit, back to Medderses, an’ ax what air they.’
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(2) ~ed. In this ending, {a] is usual, but [i] and f1] may be heard occasion-
ally. Most of the transcriptions show [o]; for example:

" Carded ['kjazdad), decided [d"sa+dad), drowned [‘dravndod], excited

[ok'sartad), haunted {'hentad], moulded {'mouldad), squatted ['skwotad],
started ['staztad), forked stick [‘foskod 'stik], plagued panther ['plegad
'pents].

But [1] oceurs on the dises in the following forms (single instances): drifted
{'drrftzd), rooted up [‘rutrd Apj, undaunted [an‘dontid], waded [‘werdsd].

(3) ~ing. This ending varies [en), (in], in], [n], depending in most cases
on the preceding sound; {1p] may be heard, of course, from educated
speakers, but, on the whole, it is very rare, even among them. From the
present cvidence, the following tendencies are discernible:

(8) After vowels, the sound is vsually [on], as in doing [‘duon], frying
[fraan], secing ['sion], snowing {'snoven). But on the discs of Arihur the Rat,
going varies ['gouon], ['goun], [‘gons}, {'gyna); a very aged man of Bradley
Fork pronounces this form [gwain).%

(b) After all consonants, except the dentals and I, [o} is generally used;
for example: popping [‘papon), yelping ['ielpon], e-barking [o'bogkan],
cooking ["kuken), walking ["wokan], logging ['logan), coughing ('kofon), fishing
['§rSon), hearing [*hjzon), a-hollering [a'halran)]. Thereis, however, a tendency
to use [f] or [1] after [k], [v), (S), [n): looking (‘lukin), making [‘mekm],
a-deer-driving [p'dtr ‘dravin], fishing ['{1§in], raining {'remin}, running
['ranin), After r, the vowel may be elided, as in doctoring ['dakton], Roaring
Fork [roan fouk),

(c) After I, (1] or [1) is more frequent then [2], as in cracklings ['kreklinz),
dwelling [‘dwelm), middling ['midin] (of bacon), singlings ['siplinz},
stilling (distilling) {'stslin], frailing ['tretlin), trifling (‘no-account’) 'trasfln].
The lin such cases is always eclear. But [o] seems to be usuzl in falling
['folan) and telling [‘telon); preceding [o], the Ilacks the clear quality which
it has before [1).

(d) After [t], (d], [s], {z], syllabic n is almost universal. Examples:

Bleeding ('blidg), feeding {'fidy], spreading adder {'spredn 'mdo] (re-
ported),® cutting (‘katn] (as in, ['katn o 'big 'figo)), eating {'itn], getting
['getn), Fighting Creek [‘fatn krik], hunting, salting, shooting, dancing
['densn), frosting ['frostp], roasting ears (corn) ['rousn ‘jirz], using
['uzp).

66. Xephart, vol. 3470, p. 738, alao finds this form: ‘Stranger—mennin’ no harm—
where are you gwine?’ )
67. Apparently not ['spred *nwda] in the Smokies,
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(e) Miscellaneous,
Nothing is usually ['nalan), and something varies ['sampm), ['sambon],

['sampan], ['samprg) (once). Sometimes in singing the [x)-of -ing-is-pinched— .. .- -

to {i] and the [y] restored; e.g., {'daslip) darling,

(4) The comparative and the superlative,

The sounds are [7] (with the usual retroflexion), [os(t)]: bitterer [‘bitsw],
pleasanter [*pleants], richest {'r1tSast), closest ['kloustas), sorriest ['sarrost).

3
THE CONSONANTS
The consonants of Great Smokies speech conform so closely to those of
general American speech thet it is unnecessary to give a detailed deserip-
tion of each. There may be some differences, for example, between the
standard and the local articulation of the b in bear; but the writer is unable
to perceive them, Differences affecting consopants lie chiefly in their loss
in certzin eases where they are ordinarily pronounced, their addition
where unadmitted by standard speech, assimilation, dissimilation, voicing
of voiceless sounds, unvoicing of voiced sounds, and apparent substitutions
of one sound for another. Many of the phenomena here discussed are
widespread in English colloquial and dialectal speech; and some, though
perhaps not many, may be limited to the Southern Appalachian region.
It is no doubt impossible to single out any feature in the pronunciation of
the Great Smoky Mountains as peculiar to that area. The sources of popu-
lation from which the region was settled were essentially the same as those
from which & great part of the South was settled. Furthermore, the people
in the counties studied were never, as & group, completely isolated; there
was always some contact with cultural centers like Knoxville and Ashe-
ville, which in furn received influences from abroad. These factors pre-
vented Great Smokies speech from becoming a dialect possessing sharp
divergencies from the speech of surrounding areas.
In each of the ensuing sections wherein general phenomena (like the loss
and addition of sounds) are trested, the consonants will be considered in
the following order: plosives, fricatives, affricates, nasals, laterals, and

semi-vowels, In the final sections of this chapter, however, certein con-
sonanfs which show unususl treatment will be individuelly considered.

I
1. Initial loss.

The consonants most susceptible of initinl loss are (8], (h], and [wl;
and instances of elision are limited chiefly to words of commonest use,
like pronouns, edverbs, and auxiliary verbs,

Loss of [8] has been observed in this, that, these, those, there, than, then,
though, The omission is frequent in such phrases as like this, like that,
back there, over there, up there: [Ia'k™1s], [le'k™wt), {bek es], ('ova &), This
evening i3 sometimes reduced to ['sivnon]: [gons kam o 'rem 'si-vmon],
(“There’s) going to come & rain this evening.’ Childrer have been observed
to drop the 8] even in a stressed form, as in the sentence: ['azz o 'big oul

83
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'spa‘ds] ‘There's a big old spider! Then often suffers initial loss after a
comparative: (hi 'merid ma 'ststz 'ovldon mi] ‘He married my sister older

than four o'clock.

The pronoun 3¢ (it} (O ki) preserves its initial historical [h], except
when unstressed; e.g,, [+ 'do0nt ri'membe *beut ‘hilt] ‘I don't remember
about it Even unstressed st often oceurs without initial loss, as in the
sentence: [ 'doun 'nov hwy 'log hits 'bin] ‘I don't know how long it's
been.' But unstressed Azt, like he, him, her, ete., usually occurs without {h):
fo 'mes 1ts bin 'ten 'fiftin Y1 o'gou] ‘I guess it's been ten or fifteen years
ago.’

H}’erc (bjxz], (1j5] may lose its [h} in the phrase ‘Come here? ['kam
jrr).

At home often occurs (fwice on the speech-records) as [o'toum): [Swmt
'kunz (raccoon’s) net a'toum); ['dsis Jatk 'wi waz 9'toum] *. . Just like we
was at home.* To the house receives curious treatment in the sentence:
[« kam 'tavs i gat Soul 'memn to "hep mi) ‘Y came to the house and got the
old man to help me.’ The pronunciations (o'toum) and (taus] are probably
old colloguial relics. Initial [h] was elided in an instance of the phrase
around the hill [o'runt '01).

Heir, herb, honest, hour, humble, humor occur without {h]: [(e#], [3b]
(lizb)), [=%), ['ambal], [‘jumsz]. Hospital and hwman are ['hospit]] and
(*hjumen]. A respected county-court judge pronounced konor [‘hang).

{w] often disappears in was, will, would when preceded by & personal
pronoun; for example, I was, he will, they will, you would, cte.: [a-g), [hicl],
{el), (ju(@)d), ete.; ‘'l go tomorrow’; ‘I think hit'll fair up’ [ar f1pk hit)
"=z "ap); ‘Hit was awful bad’ ['h1t oz *sfol 'haed); We would have us a big
(fine) time’ ['wi ad 'hev 2s o ‘big 'taim], Went lost its initinl consonant us
pranounced by an illiterate adolescent of Cosby Creek: (6 ‘jonts ,iu]
‘If you want to.) After making a faulty start with Arthur the Ral on a
speech-record, o Bushnell lad asked: ['jam»,mi to bo'gin 'ove o'gin),

The pronoun one always oceurs without (w] in the dinlectal you-ones
['juanz] (= general Southern you-all), unstressed (junz] {janzl; e.g., [juonz
'set 1 'frant] *You (plural) sit in front.’ The corresponding we-ones seems
to have ebout died out in the Smokies; it was not heard. The reduced form
of one is heard also in such expressions as: “Which one?’ ["hwitS$*n); *That
one' ['Getn]; ‘the next one’ [§o 'nekstn); ‘That’s 2 main (great) big onel’
[*diets o 'men 'brgan); ‘I never saw another one’ [ar &mt 'sid 'nwerr a'natan),

Loss of other consonants is less frequent. {d) is sometimes dropped in
don’t: [2' dunt 'nov) ‘T don’t know'; [d3) in just: (a1 'as 'ddOn 'nou). An old

1. Wyld, p. 203, cites Mrs, Honour's spelling at ome (nt home) in Tom Jones and
says: "This phrase is 5til] pronounced {otoum] by excellent apeakers, and atém is
found as carly ns Layamon, ¢1200.
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woman of Copeland Creek amused her younger friends by pronouncing

: right now ‘a1t ‘nzu). Yeast losesits {j) ([ist]), by assimilation to the following
than me'; fhi "fald 1m 'dedan 'for o'klak] ‘He killed him_(a _bear)_deader _ vowel; compare ME. 5if “if*, sicchen ‘itch’, and contrast_car fizg), (beside_

(17}), in which an inorganic glide develops before the high vowel.

2, Medial loss.

Medial loss of consonants is much more common than initinl loss and
affects a wider range of speech sounds.

{p} was absent in one instance of Baptist ['bados]; the usual forms are
['bebdis) and ['beebis).

[b] is sometimes dropped in bumble-bee, tremble, and tumble, and likely
too in Cumberland Gap, which is ['kamsrion 'geep] on a dise. Probably is
(‘prabali), {’prablt). The local family names Campbell and McCampbell
are always ['kemol] and [ma'kemel),

[t] is usually unsounded between [k] and {l] and in the medial com-
bination [st], and is sometimes lost after {n), as in the following words:
dircetly, cxactly, perfectly; chestnut, frosting ['frosn], joists, roasting ears
(‘eorn’) ['rousp ‘jizz); county, gentleman, lantern, mentle, mountain
{'mmunin], plenty, twenty.

Practically is ['prekl1) in a recorded story of a bear-hunt. Joists, in the
dises of Arthur the Rat, is usually [dzo1s:] or [d3as:); and once it is ['d3o1s0s}.
Similarly, the plural of fisfe n., ‘a cur,’ is [fars:] or ['farsss). For locusts,
{"lokesaz] seems to be the only form of common use, But [t) is retained in
the old inflectional forms nests ['nestis], 'nestaz), posts ['poustss), ete.,
which may still be heard in the Smokies alongside [nes:], [pous:], ete.
Occasionally, [t] is lost in verbal forms ending in -fed; the two following
examples appear on the speech-records: [wid 'stoxd mut a'hantn] “We'd
started out a-hunting’; ‘That's undoubtedly [sn'dmudls) a bear) (Un-
doubledly is also [an'dmutht].) Let's is, of course, often [les]. Often does not
lose its ¢ ['pften).

{d) after [n) is in most eases not sounded befare [l}, {z), or some other
consonant, as in the following words: bundle, candle, handle, kindle,
kindling, landlord; hands, pounds, reminds, Sugarlands; grandma, grandpa
['zrzen,po:l, hound-dog, hundred [*hanad) (but ususlly [*handsdl), sand-pile.?

Similarly, after [n} before o vowel, [d] is sometimes omitted in yonder
['jeng), mandolin ['mmnslon).

After (1], syncope of [d] is usual in colds, ficlds, Shields, and oceasional
in children ("tStlan], Waldens (Creck) [wolonz), Childish is clearly ['tSaits)
on onc of the balled-records. Caldwell is apparently shways [ko'well,
{ka'wel], or ['ka:wel] (the latter two are not very common),’

2. Cf. the spellings in the Conner MSS: bran-new (p. 38), han-shake (p. 94).

3. Brown, Journal (p. 307), writes coan feels ‘corn fields,’ For Caldwell, cf, the

gpellings in the North Carolina Park Commission Abstracty: Calwell (1559), Colwell
(1301), vol. 7, pp. 702, 761.
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There is frequent omission of [d) before [n] in couldn’t and didn’t: [kont],
[dint),
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'samayz] ‘He's 50 old and feeble, I reckon a body will find him dead some-
wheres.’

[k} and [g], respectively, were_absent in single oecurrences.of-[,@'septed]———AS has been pointed ouf in_the preceding chapter, the palatal glide fj]

for accepted and [se'dzestSon) for suggestion. The former, if it is not &
spelling pronunciation, may reflect the schoolmaster's disapproval of such
forms ss [ek'sketp) for escape (see p. 54), Asked is usually [mst], although
it is still pronounced [wkst] by some isolated or illiterate people.

‘The fricatives subject to medial loss are f), (0], [8], and [z}, A pronuncia-
tion characteristic of old-timers is ['zts] for affer; so also (‘etowadz) after-
wards.* [0) is dropped in months and (] in clothes [klouz} and moths [my:z].
Hasn’t and wasn't were sounded [hent] and [want] by one old man of
Cades Cove, the former in the curiously inverted phrase ['hent 'nobadr
'sid 1t] ‘Nobody has seen it.’

The loteral [1] is not sounded by many (perhaps most) speakers before
labials, as in help, holp(ed), bulb, self, Ralph, balm, calm, film: {hep), (hop(t)],
[babj, [bzzm] and [bom], ete. It seems to be dropped by everyone in Cald-
well (sce above); and Palmer is sometimes ["pams]), but usually ['pasma),
{1} is unrestored in calf, calves, salve, talk, walk, Jolks, should, would.5 Solder
varies ['sada), ['sovds), ('salda].

[w] is generally absent in a number of words with the suffix -ward:
awkward, backwerd, Edwards, inwards n. (always ('razdz]), outward,
upward, [‘okod]; ['"bakedz n foredz), ete. It is retained, however, in after-
wards, and usuelly in towards ({'mtewadz), [twozdz), less often (toedz]).
For equal and equally, the forms ['ikal] and ['ikols) are current, and there
were single instances of frequent and guedruple without [w): ["frikant],
['kadrupsl), Always [‘slos] loses this glide as pronounced by some old-fash-
ioned speakers; others say ['slwoz), ete. But in sword, [w] has been either
reteined or restored from the spelling: [swowd),s

(hw] is frequently lost in the unemphatic form of somewhere, {'sAmez],
2s in the sentence: [hiz 50 'ould n 'fibal & 'reken o 'badr ol eond mm 'ded

4. Kephert, vol. 3470, p. 855, writes gran'ther Pilkey for ‘Grandfather Pilkey’
(Pilkington),

§. Wyld, p. 207, gives evidence of the loss of I before lip nnd back consonents
beginring in the 15th century, and states that the orthoepist Dr. Jones (1701) finds
loss of I, among other words, in holp, holpen,

6. Kephart, p. 509, writes el’ays (always). Combs, p. 1317, has ekal ‘equal’ and
ckality ‘equality.’ Miss Murlree, p. 35, writea ekal.

Wyld, p. 296, finds the loss of w initinlly before rounded vowels (s in omen for
‘'woman’), after a consonnat before rounded vowels (as in sord for 'sword’), nfter (k]
in the combination qu- (a8 in cofing for ‘quoting’), before an unstreased vowel {ns
in uppard for ‘upward’), He says that the omission of w before an unstressed vowel
is vory old, citing uppard in the Trinity Homilies (c1200) and hemmard 'homeward’
in 8¢, Bditha (1420). Except in suck place-names ng Harwich, Greenwick, he continues,
-w- has usually been restored from the spelling—e. g., Edward, forward,

may be unsounded in unstressed position, as in curious {'kjuros], Daniel
('denal), Prillium ('trilom), lobelia [lo'bili), occupation [,uka'pefon).
(See pp. 65-68.) It is apparently preserved by all speakers, however,
in such words as bilious ['biljss], ciwilian, fomiliar, Williem, Guilliems
(family name), and it isreported to be retained in idéof ['1djot] (not ['td3at]).?
Two other forms showing loss of [j], each heard but once, are {o'kuz] accuse
and ['ku,kambsg] cucumber,

[r] may be dropped in two medial positions, before o consonant and after
& consonant. Instances of its omission have been observed in the following
words: horse, merey, nurse, nursery, parcel; bursé, first, worst; cartridge,
partridge; north, farther, further; throat, through, throw, from.

It is interesting to note that in these examples [v] is or may be lost before
(s], st], [£], {0), [©], and after [0}, [f].® The pronunciations [hos) horse, ['mesi)
mercy (only in the expressions ('lazd o 'memst), ("oz o 'mees1), now generally
replaced by ["lazd hev 'masi)), ({ast) first, [wast) worst seem to belong, on
the whole, to the older generations; but it is impossible now to aseertain how
extensively they have been used in the past. One can say only that they are
still fairly common, and thet they are being supplanted by the corresponding
forms with (r). Parcel, pariridge, and cariridge, however, are still generally
sounded without [r): ('pwsol] (in the specinlized senses, a parcel of young
‘uns, a parcel of land, cte.), ["patrids), ('putrids), ete. All such pronuncia-
tions seem to be doomed to early extinction; I have not often heard them
from younger spenkers, and already there is a tendeney to replace parlridge
with quail, and cartridge with shell. But, on the other hand, younger speak-
ers seem to prefer ['adz] for Arthur, instead of the older {‘ooto), and {'fa¥y),
('fady) for farther and further, instead of the older ['fada). Tt is not easy to
reconcile the restoration of r in one group of words with its suppression in
aaother, but it is nevertheless apparent that such old colloguial forms as

7. Kephart and Combs, however, find ['1d30t). See note 31, p. 96,

8. Xephart, p. 509, in » list of ‘elisions,’ gives dast, fust, gol, hoss, nuss, passel,
sca’ce (sceyse), th'oal, th'ough, th'ow, .

Combs lists chitlun, gai, nuss, passel, prssen (p. 1303}, &1l of which hie pseribes
to negro influence; he mentions also pasnip (p. 1315), fust, wuss {worst), (p, 1316).
He snys, p. 1318, that r, save in negro ead lowland influence, is never dropped, (In
parenip, r is not original; cf. ME pasnepe, OF pasnaie).

Miss Murfree writes passel (p. 25), wutk (p. 33), fo'th {p. 48), Laws a-miassy (p.
52), pa'son (parson) (p. 104), koss (p. 203), backin' an’ fo'thin’ (13. 205), chillen (P.
134), yestiddy (p. 92). (It is necessary to say, however, that parson is not employfzd in
the Smokies, preacker being the universal term, A parson is szid to be n ‘nigger
preacher.’)
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[hos), [fast], etc. are giving way to the standard [hoas), [f=st).% As for ['aba],
['fa¥a), and ['fa%z]), there arc at least twvo possible explanations. These may

be old forms which existed beside ['oots], [fzda], now preferred beeause.of __(d]is_frequently unsounded nfter [n) or. (1), s ins around, beyond, brand__

their standerd consonants, or they may have been introduced from parts of
the South where r in this position is unsounded.!0

Other omissions of r were observed in corner ['kono) (twice), north [no8),
[n00] (twice), fourleen [fo,tin] (once), Portland [‘potlond] {once), cornfield
['ko:n,fiol] (once), and in the reported (fomost] for foremost.

In unstressed syllables, r may be lost in Carolina [ke'lamg], enterfain
{itnta'tem), formerly ['foomols), particular [po*tikla), persimmon [pa'siman),
yesterday {'j1stidi).

.Posteonsonantally, r is commonly elided in throat {0ot], through (fu], and
throw [Bo]. Omission is probably frequent in from, but there is only one clear
example on the discs. On a speech record, through is once [6%), in which the
iront glide is perhaps the remnant of an old [r],

8., Final loss,

The consonants most subject to final loss are [t] and [d], though there
are isolated instances of the omission of other sounds.
Final [t] mey disappear after {k], [f], [s], and [n), as in the { ollowing words;
Act, district, expect (. g., ['spek 'sou] ‘I expeet 50%), tract; drift, skift
(as in a lltle skift of snow ‘a light snowfall’); Baptist, betwixt [bo'twiks],
first, fiste (a cur’), just, Methodist, next, worst; couldn’t, didn’t, don’t.
[zek], [drxf), [fa1s), ['kudn], ete.tt
The loss of [t] is usual in Baptist, Methodist, but oceasional in the other
words. Old timers say ['distrrk) for district and younger people generally
say [‘distrekt), Final [t] is omitted sometimes also in crept ({a1 'krep 'ap ,on
tm}), dreamt [dremp), leaped [lep], reached [ret§) (as in, 'ax os (just) 'retS n
‘get 1m]). In the final combination -sts, [ts] is often dropped and the pre-
ceding [s] prolonged; for example, joists [dzo1s:], nests [nes:). (See p. 87.)
So also, -sps was reduced to [s] in the reported pronunciation [wos nes} for

9. Although these forms are becoming generally obsolete nnd are avoided by
younger, edueated speakers, they may of course linger on for some time in the apeech
of isolated and less privileged families,

10. Stilt another possibility deserves montion: ("ads], [fa¥z), ['fa%>) mny represent
dissimilation of the two r's, See George Hempl, ‘Loss of & in English through Dis-
similation,’ Dialect Notes, vol. 1, pp. 279-251 (1893), who explaina fa(r)ther, fo(rmer,
co(r)ner, ete. in this way.

11. Cf. ‘a track [i.e., tract] of land,’ Buncombe Co. Reg,, vol. 1, p. 6 (1702). Ac-
cording to the EDD nnd the OED, skift and skiff ("2 slight gust of wind or shower of
roin, cte,’) nre Scottish expressions. In view of the ON skipte ‘to divide, change’ and
OK scifian, an original form with £ is no doubt to be assumed,
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wasps' nest, For ageinst, many speakers use the archeic {3'gin), as both a

preposition and a conjungtion,?

(as in brand-fired new [*breen fag 'nju)), hound, land, send, stand, thousand;
build, Burchfield, cuckold,®? field, old, scaffold, sold, told, wild, world.

Often, however, a light [d] remains; e. g, mind [mand), told (tould];
final consonants tend to be preserved as sandhi links before vowels,t

[8] is absent from the phrase with me [wr mi] in a recorded utterance.

[s] is lost in o common form of yes [§¥e:7], closely clipped at the end by a
glottal stop. This pronunciation seems to be limited to the speech of boys
and men.

{m] is dropped from rheumaiism 'rumo,t1z] by old-fashioned speakers.

[n] is lost in unstressed on in such archaisms as on purpose [2'pspas], on
Sunday [o'sandy), on Chrisimnas. The proclitic vowel which is very often
attached to verbs and other parts of speech is, of course, the vestige of an
old on; for example, [hi 'wants to gou o'hantn a'krismas] ‘He wants to go
a-hunting on Christmas,’ The article an is often replaced by ¢ in Smokies
speech, as in the sentences: ‘I have a aunt. .. ,’ ‘She donc her bakin’in o
oven (i.e., 2 Dutch oven).’

Except in educated speech and frequently in singing, [p] has not been
restored in the verbal ending -ing; e.g., running [‘ranin], snowing ['snosn),
culling ['katn},

4. Addition of sounds.

There are numerous instances of exerescent consonants in Smokies
speech, Many of them are natural developments, with more or less wide
currency in English speech, as in the case of (dremp) for dreemt, [hjxr] for
here, {'dzenju,wert] for January; others are probably hypercorrections—
for example, ['viljon) for villatn, [bas] for bus, The materials of this section
will be considered in the following order: stops (p, ¢, d, k), fricatives (s, 2, &),
nesals, glides (w, 7, 7).

(1) Stops. The only observed instances of an excrescent labinl glide are
(dremp) for dreamt, ['sampip] for something, and {'jempmi] ‘Do you want
me, .. "8 Camphor as ['*kemp furr] is probably a popular etymology. The

12, The -s¢ is not original, of course, in this word. Cf. OE ongegn, onjzean, cte.
Ol again, the OFD says: ‘As early ns 1130 thero arosc in the south a veringt with advb.
genitive ajzencs, againes, corrupted bef, 1400 to azenst, against,..,’ through the
influence of such words as amidst, belwizi,

- 13. Used in CCC alang in the sense ‘Lo go out with another fellow's girl.’

14, Some of Conner’s apctlings illustrate the loss of final {d): deyon (p. 25), bran-new
seltlement (p. 38), Gragory'es ball ‘Gregory Bald' (p. 17), Gregory boll (p. 32), han-shake
(p. 94).

15, For the development of [p]in dreamt, cte., see Kenyon, p. 118,



92 THE CONSONANTS

forms ('t§tmbl1) and ('fzmbli) no doubt exist in the Great Smokies, but
they were not heard; ['t§tmlt] and ['feemli] are the forms of common use.
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with -ward, -where: backward ['bekedz], forward (‘foradz], outward, upward,
toward; nowhere, somewhere ['samuz).

The frequent loss of final ¢ after 7, s, ninsuchavords g drift, just, couldn’t_____Perhaps_by_the infuence of these words, the intensive no-way often.

is inversely reflected in its addition inorganicelly after the same consonants,
Many speakers pronounce the following words with excrescent final #:

Cliff, trough; close, dose, fence, once, twice; orphan, vermin ['vazment),

From [klift] an adjective ['klifts} is formed: [l oz o 'klsftz 'plers] ‘It
was a clifty place!” Close may retain its acquired ¢ in the comparative and
superlative: ['klousts], [*kloustos), Loss is [lost) on one of the ballad-records.
Medially, [t].often develops in answer ['mntsy], dance (dents), cte.t

[d) is added by most elderly speakers to akin and born: [o'kmd], [boand}.?
Dog-gone adj. is usvally ['deg,gond], though ['doggon] also oceurs. For
stolen shoes ['stovldan 'f'uz] appears in a recorded song.

There are a few cases of metanalysis involving ¢ and d: at all [0't0]), at
home [o'toum], i¢ eint [r'temnt] (e. g., ['nov r'ternt 'bin Szt "lop)), I'd rather
[v 'dra®s), ground vy ('grevn 'darvi], yeslterday evening ['jista'divnan).*
The form ['ta¥s] for other is used frequently in such phrases as one or the
other ['wan o (82) "tatia), the other way [Ts *taly ‘wei), the far mouniains at
the other side of the cove [8o 'fz 'mmuntnz 'tady 'sard 2 o *kouv).W

{k] is sometimes intrusive in escape [ck'skerp), perhaps by anticipation
of the following [k], but more probably by analogy with words of the type
of exchenge.

(2) Fricatives. [s] is attached initinlly to crouch (?) and crowd v.: ‘She
was all [skrut§t] up bebind a tree’; ‘Quit ['skrevdzon] me? Plunge was
[splands] as spoken by an old woman of Tight Run Branch, near Ravens-
ford. Having witnessed, as o gir}, o movement of Yankee cavalry up the
Qconaluftee River, she said, “They hit that river [o'spland3an)t™® To one
old fellow of the White Oak (Haywood Co., N. C.), & case knife is known as
& [skets naif),

[z] may be added inflectionally to such forms as ozen (‘aksnaz), foremen
('foomonz), salmons ('seemanz], Sevierville {so'virzval] (the latter is rave).
Most Smokies speakers prefer to pronounce (2] in the adverbs compounded

18. For excrescent ¢, ¢f, Conner's spelling gutter frought (p. 4).

Miss Murfree writes suddint, p. 53; Kephart, speciment, vol, 3476, p. §3; Mason,
sarmints ‘scrmons,’ p. 191,

17. Conner, p, 102, writes: ‘{He was] o nntural-bornd woodsman.’

18. Combs, p. 1319, notes the existence of n separate word drutkers n.: ‘I'd do it
il I had my druthers (rathers, my own way).’ So also Mrs.Dargan, p.61: % . .I'd let
her do her own "druthers the rest of her dnys.!

19. The forms &2 (&Sere, b3 taper, ete., ‘the other,’ oceur in Middle Englich; there
arc examples in the Genesis and Exodus, Hovelok, and Richard Rolle. See O. F. Emer-
son, A Middle Englisk Reader (London, 1932), the Glossary, under Sper, p. 415.

20. Seroock and splunge oceur in the British dinlects; see the BDG, p. 67. Stenlcy,
p. 62, finda [ekrind3) and [skrauds) in East Texas. For aplunge, ¢f. splash and other
words with imitative s-,

appears as [nou werz): ‘We didn’t have no use fer it noways."

Inorganic {h] often oceurs in ain't ‘sm not,’ ‘is not,’ ‘are not,’ apparently
by analogy with [heint] ‘has not,’ ‘have not.’ For example, [te 'heint bat 3
'fju '1eft] “There are only a few left.'?

(3) Nasals. [n] excrescent appeared in single occurrences of whelher as
fhwedam) (‘He knowed ['bweBon] he saw it’) and ¢ as ['hutn} (‘She wanted
{*hitn]").2* The former example is perhaps from whether or not [hwedy: nat},
and the latter is no doubt an analopical formation on the pattern of thisone,
that one[*B1sn), ['Sin]. Other examples of inorganic [n] are uniled [nu'nattod]
(once), dug ['dagen) (the latter in & ballad: ‘2 new duggen grave’), rofting
{ratnon]. If occurs sometimes as [1ifn); for example, kam "mto $o ‘for 1fn
junz "wants ,tu] ‘Come into the fire if you-ones wants to,” This form ap-
parently goes back to the early modern double conditional en 3, #f en®
Off "ofn) and out {'zutn) seem to be derived from off of and out of. (See
seetion 5, p. 97.) No form with excrescent [n] seems now to be very
common, though in the current of rapid speech they ave likely to elude the
observer.?

(4) The lateral. [l] is intrusive in the reported [playm blepk] poini-llank
{usually [paim blmpk]), possibly through the influence of the much-used
intensive plumb,

(5) The glides. {w] develops as a glide in the still very commen pronuncis-
tion of coil as [kwarl], in the rare fkwain] for coin (reported twice) and
[gwain] for going (heard twice from 2 96 year old speaker), Coil was heard
also as [kworl), which seems to be a compromise between the dinlectal and
the standard forms. Occasionally (w] develops in such words as shower,
sour, Powell, towel, where [@U] > [mw] before [v] or [0]]: ['Sews], ['sewo],
i'pawsl], ['twal]. In genuine and January [ju] > [(j)aw]: [‘d3injo,wain),

21, In & ballad (2] was suffixed to the adjective yonder: [on 'jmndsz 'plera) ‘on yon-
der plsin.

22, Sce chop, 1, p. 24

23, Unfortunately these are doubtful instances; they were collected in Cades
Cove in the errliest stagea of the survey and wese unknown to my informents in
other aress,

24, According to the OED, an, an' was weakened from and, occurring in such
expressions as an'l please you and in the intensified and if, an if, common in the 17th
contury and preserved in the southwestern English dialects, Cf, 0ED's citation
from Tom Jones (1749): ‘Xf an she be a rebel.’

25, Combs snys {p. 1317) that » ‘is sometimes excrescent, as in: nunifed, nuniteder,
nunitedest, lessn (unless, unless than?), thoutn (without).’

Miss Murfree writes ‘spang off'n the biuf,’ *haffen way' (hall way) (The Young
Mountaineers, pp. 74, 76); 'bout'n’, “Thar nin't a durned fool on the Big Smoky cz
dunno that thar sayin’ bout’n the beastises. ...’ (Prophet, pp. 48, T4).
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['dslna,warxl (beside the more usual ['dzenjw,er1)). The presence of [w]
in {swoud] sword is explained by the spelling, if a survival of {w] in the
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rounded voswels (before o consonant}, and in unstressed syllables by retro-
flexion of [a]. In at least one instance it oceurs before a vowel.

dielects may not be assumed. But swinge for singe must have resnlted from The. follosving_words. may  oceur with postvoealic_[z]_in the stressed

an early. cor}tumiuatinn with swinge (OE swengan) ‘to beat, chastise,’ or
woFds with imitative sw- (cf. swarm, swat, swath, sweep, swell, swifl, sunll,
swig, swipe, swirl, swish, ete.).2

Bcs.ides the settings wherein [j] appears as a palatal glide in general
American speech {e. g., before [u) in union, puny, beauty, Jew, human, ete.),
there are certain other positions in Great Smokies speech in which (i] hes
developed. These deserve some comment. As generally in the South end
some other sections of the country, (i] regularly appears before [u]) when
preceded by [¢], [d], and [n]; for example, in dew, due, during, Du Pree,
tube, func, new, Newport: [dju), {'djuren], ete. Sometimes the glide is more
vocalic, as in due, new, school, student: [d'u) ({dr:u) when drawled), [n'u],
[gk'ul], ['st'udont]. Dew and due are homonyms in Smokies speech. Some-
tires, {00, a lax, rounded back glide is heard, as in [huu] who, but never
after the consonants above mentioned. Revenue appears both with and
without [j].

In the specch of older people, this glide [j} is very common after [k] or [e}
before [aa]; for example, in car, card, carpenter, carrion, cart, Carter, carve,
garden, guaraniee, guard, McCarler, scarred: (kjaz], [kjazn), [kicev], {gioedn),
etc,”” Some CCC enrollees have been obscrved to say ikjazd] for card,
Carrion as {kjoun] now scems to be obsolescent except in the phrase [hit
'stigks 'wasn 'kjoen). The prevailing pronunciztion is said to be ['keren).

Before 2 front vowel (or an original front vowel) [j] has developed as 2
palatal glide (1) initially in car [jxo), [jo] (iea) (beside fro}, [3)), kerb {j=b],
(i'sbl, [ieb], and in the reported forms of earth [j30), {j 0}, fie0l; (2) after
(K}, [£], [h), [n] in kil (kjul], fern [fjeen] (beside [fion)), kear [hjie), [hiz),
(hies), here, near, nearly. Compare the reported [pst§] (beside [prertS)).

It develops also by the breaking of a vowel in the drawled end-phrase
or end-sentence position; for example, Bell [bejol], Yale (lock) {'jer,jal], pen
[prejon]; ‘We'll freeze to death’ ['wiol 'friz ta 'dejad]; ‘that old mule’ {'Smt
,0ul mr'jual).

The pronunciation ['viljon] for villein hes already been mentioned
(see p. 65).

[z is intrusive especially after the lower central and the lower baok-

28, The firat known oceurrence of swinge ‘singe’ is in Spenser: “The scorching Bame
sorc swinged oll his face.’ (F. @, 1, xi, 28).

2. Xephort, p. 510, lista dlackgyard, cyard, cyarn ‘cerrion,’ cyarpet, discyard,
gyarb, pyarden, scyar, Combs, p, 1317, mentions similar forms, Cf. Miss Murfreo's
kyerds ‘cards’ (p. 51).

28. Kephart, p. 510, liets year ear,’ yerb, yarb, yearth, yern earn,’ yerrand, pyerch,
Combs, p, 1317, gives similar forms.

syliable:

Bus [bas] (rare), fuss [f3s], gush; Palmer {"pazms], hospital [thoaspitl]
(reported), hospitality [ hogspi'tzlits] (once; jocular); caught {koxt] (rare),
ought, solder {'sowds); cancus [*kookas] (said to be the only form), pauper
['poapsl, ['poeps], walnut, wash, Washington; ruin [ran), [rUion), ruined
[rant].

© All of these pronunciations are common except as specified. Brush
ocewrs with & very retroflex vowel on one of the speech-records: [brg*y), or
perhaps (brzf]. One man is reported to pronounce onfons {'snjonz). The
prevailing pronunciation of Norfolk (Va.) is said to be {'navfosk]; it was
heard from an aged lady of the McMillon Settlement®

In unstressed syllables, especially final syllables, (3] displays & tendency
to become retroflexed to [ol:

Initial: vanilla {v#'nila) (once).
Medial: dominicker, residenter (once). (See chap. 11, p. 60.)
Tinel: (1) ague ['®mgol, dubious ['dzubus], heathen, leggings ['legonz)
(reported), Lincoln ['legken], onion, (Sce chap, 11, p. 70.)
(2) Caroline [ke'laing], Hannah, Etta, polka ['poulks) (once, from
an Asheville speaker), Swannanoa (once). (See chap. 11, p. 77.)
(3) Words of the type of banjo ['beendss], potato ['teits], hollow
{*halz}, (See chap, 11, p. 80.) Usual in this group.

The only instance of an intrusive r before a vowel is {pro'sefon) (three
times) for possession (usually us in stenderd English), although poverly is
{*praverts) in a recorded ballad,

&. Assimilation and dissimilation.

Instances of assimilation coneern chiefly (t], [d), the fricatives, and the
nasals, though there are scattered examples involving other sounds.

(1) Finel {t] is sometimes assimilnted to an initial [d] of a {ollowing word
in such phrases as cut down, got down, sal down: [kad dwun), [gad deun),
[sud dwun]; also as ip the sentence, “What did I have fwad dar bev] to
kill it with?’

(t] is combined with a following palatal glide [j} by partial assimilation
to form the voiceless afiricate [t§]: actual [‘ektfoll, nefural ("'nmtforsi),
Tuesday ['tSuzdi] (reported) etc.; ‘1 bet you’ [a 'betSo]; ‘I want you to
know? {a1 'wantSu ta 'nou]; ‘It used to be’ [1'tSusta 'bi; last year' ['le'stiral.

29. Combs, p. 1318, lists murd 'mud,’ purdle ‘puddie,’ rud others,
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In the expression right here ['raat§es], [t] 4 [(h)j] become [t§). (Compare
(kam jrg] ‘Come herel’) Similarly, in ‘What's your rush?’ [ts] 4+ [j} also
-become-[1§]:-fwatSus-rel),

THE CONSONANTS 97

Length, lengthy, strength, sirenglhen [lent], ('lenér], etc, (these are the
usual pronunciations of these words)

The older mountain forms of pasture, picture, miziure, nature, and others,
of course, do not show [t§) by assimilation of [t] and {j}. At an early period
in the history of English, before palatalization had begun to operate, -ure,
the unstressed syliable, underwent normal weakening to [v]. Thus pasture
and picture, for example, became ['peests] and ['pikic]. These pronuncintions
have survived in the dinlects, whereas the standard pronuncistions
['pstio), ['prkt§o] reflect the artificial forms ['pmstivs] and [‘prktjus]
imposed by the schools, {See chep. 11, pp. 67, 78{.)%

(2) {d] is combined with a following palatal glide [j] to form the voiced
affricate {d3) in dubious, educalion, gradual, graduale, Indien (only, as a
rule, in the speech of elderly people), schedule, tedious: ['dzubss], ['gredzol],
['ind3zon], ['tidsas], efe.; also in the reported forms of individual speakers
tremendous (*I got a {'trimend3z0s]) headache'; confused suffix) and onion
f'andson) (with excrescent [d]).»

(3) Is}, [2), ete.

Capsule ['kepiul] (reported pron, of one spezker).

Chance [tientf], a very commen form,

Horse-shoe {"hotul,

Prints, footprints [prind), ['fut,prind] ([ts) > [0]7).32

Months, clothes, moths [mants), [klovz], (myz).

This year [,01'S1or) (but compare this here ["918 315, ['915j3], which occur
on the speech-records).

Usual ['juzel].

{(4) The nasals.

‘Purpentine [‘tzpm,tain] (beside the normal form); something ('sampm].
(CAf. ["tzkom,tan]).

Point blank [paim blepk], [plarm blepk] (reported) (beside [pain blegk)).

Eleven, even, heaven, oven, seven {(2)'lebmy], {'ibm], ete. (pronunciations
said to be fairly common, but not heard).

Pumpkin ['papken]. .
Around them [0'rmun ,nem), around there [o'reun ey, in fhe loft [rani
"56ft].

Ondon ['egan) (0] -+ {i+] > o] D.

30, Xephart hns actially (p. 503) and sumpshious (p. 509). Combs, p. 1318, hns
chune ‘tune.’

31. Kephart, p. 509, writes 4dgit "idiot,” jue “due,’ tejous, tremenjous, Combs, p,
1317, lists juel “duel,’ jue “ew,’ td7it, tedjious, Miss Murfree, p, 82, writes hegjus
beastts.

32. Asin the expression ‘the [prind] of & bear. Is this an snalogical formation? Cf.
spillth sod bowth (‘blossoms, blowing things’), noted by C. M. Wilson, ‘Elizabethnn
Ameries,’ Atlantic Monthly, vol. 144 (1920), p. 239,

{5)-Misccllaneougr——--—-—

Ezacfly [ed'zeekls] (once) ([g] > [d] before [z]?)

Kind of ['kamn(d)ly], f requently used in such expressions as: fhits ‘kninkt
'parzn] ‘It's somewhat poisonous’ (assimilation, or snticipation of [l] in
the phrase kind of like?).

Out of (?) ['=zutn] (not frequent).

Dissimilation is less frequent. Flail, heard in such senses as ‘whip,
‘break,’ ‘knock,’ is {fre1l]: ‘He frailed the tar outn him’; ‘I beat and frailed
on the door.’ Dissimilation of two successive 7 sounds may explain ['horo)
horror, ['nara), ['nary) narrow, in which we have final [g] or 1] instead of [,
which is normal in this speech, It may slso explein such pronunciations as
{how), [nag], [spag], in which, however, the fwo r's could have coalesced.
(Ses pp. 81 and 90, note 10.) Doubtful cases are off of [ofn], sassafras
{'smsrfeek], ['seesiireek] (beside the usual ['smsir=s)),’® fifth, sizth, Lwelfth
[f1ft], [stkst}, [Ewelft), chimney ['t5iml1] (dissimilation of nasals?),

6. Voicing and unvoicing.

‘The examples of the voicing of voiceless sounds are rather few and
affect chiefly [t]. Voicings of [t] were observed in:

Affidavit [efo'deved], Beptist ['bebdis], county, coverlet, liberty,
little (as in the phrase a litle old dead birch [o 'lid] oul ded bat§}), Met-
calf, partner, Santa Claus, seventy.

Coverlet as ["kavalid] (['krvelrd] in the older speech) is doubtless a popular
etymology. The given neme [‘odas], spelled Odus (by o Wears Valley man),
probably represents an original Olis. I have heard the given name spelled
Levator pronounced both [lo'veds] and ['veta].

Lief adv. ‘willingly' is {liv], as in the sentence, ‘U’d just as [lzv] do it as
not.’ As in standard English, with before voiced sounds and in sentence-
fingl position is [wid]: [o 'waznd 'wi om 'St 'der] ‘T wasn't with ’em that
day.’

The unvoicing of voiced sounds is more frequent. Except in Caleb

33. Thia word {of doubtiul stymology) has apparently been subjected to complex
jnfluences, Cf. the 17th ceantury spellinga cited in the OED: sazefros, sarsafrax,
sasscfroz; also salsifax ‘salsify’ (4. v.). Contamination with sazifrage and other words
seems likely. Cf. also tamarack, hackmatack,

The form {'seclifack] ‘saasafras’ was reported from Jefferson Co. (Tenn.), and
zossofac hos been noted in epst Alabamn and southwest Virginia (Dialect Notes,
vol, 3, p. 360; vol. 4, p. 188). The EDD haa saszifroz,

34, Cf, the spellinga Madcalf, Medcalf, Buncombe Co. Reg,, vol. 2, pp. 320, 407
{1708), ond Rudledge 'Rutledge (Tenn.),’ map in H. E. Colton, #ountain Scenery
{Raleigh, 1859).
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['kelop], the labiel plosives are apparently not affected, The consonant most
often unvoiced is final [d}, preceded in the mejority of examples by [n], [1].
In bollad, salad, ruined, second,-(t)-always-ocours-for-[d}-{*belit){semlrt);
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Ask as (wxcks] seems to be employed now only by isolated or illiterate
people; it is used by only one speaker on the phonograph records.

[r=nt), {ruint). For leaned, [lent]is about as common as [lind), Qther instances
of unvoicing of final [d):

Around (once, in the phrase given below), balm of Gilead [‘gmlit)
(once), behind, (baseball) diamond ['darmont] (once), island ['arlont),

skinned (skint] (once); held, hold n., killed, scared [skeat], [skewt),
[skizt),

Such forms as (br'haint], [helt], (houvlt), (kilt] are current especially in the
speech of old-timers; younger people seem to avoid them. On a disc hold
oceurs in the sentence: “The bear just let all [hoults) go and fell over on two
limbs’ (i. ., of & tree). At the White Onk, old people arc said to pronounce
sereneding ('saro,netn).®

Unvoicings of other sounds are as follows:

(g] > (k] twice in buck-ague [bak'ekoz) (usually [bak'zgr(z))).
in Guilliams (family name) {'kwiljomz), but with (gw-] by
members of the family.
in linguist (?) ['lmkesta] (in the single oceurrence of this word).
{v] > [f) once in leave ‘permission,’ in the sentence: T got {1if] for it,'s*
(8] > [0] onee in the phrase around the Adll [o'runt '0r:1),
[z] > [s] medially in linsey, bellows, gallows ['lins1], ['belesoz, ['gxlosaz]
(always in these words).
finally in always {'slos] (frequent), Mars Hill (mars h1l) (once).

7. Metathests.

With the exception of [zks), obsolescent for esk, and {'klemli) calmily
(for the latter, sce chap. 111, p. 104 and note 51), the instances of metathesis
involve only [r]. Of these, however, sorghum as ['sogroma] is probably the

only case of true metathesis; the other examples, with [] for [ra), in all -

likelihood represent normal syliabic reduction.

Agpravate (‘ego,vet) Introduce [,1nto'djus)
Alfred, Wilfred ['wlizd], ['wilfzd] Produce [p'djus]
Apron [‘epen]) Protect [pa'tekt]

Children ['t§tldon])
Hundred [*handzd]

35, Cf. "the Bent of the Yadkin River,” Brown (p. 205); forket (%, . .beginning at
a forket pinc. ..’), Buncombe Co. Reg., vol. 1, p. 6 {1792); Crooket Creek, map in
Colton (1859). Mrs, Dargan bng beyant ‘beyond’ (p. 238), holt (p. 157), skeert (p. 181);
Mason hes worrited “worried’ {p. 39).

36, The form (Mif) leave (as in 'give mo lenve’} wns recorded nlso in northwest
Arkansng (Carr, p. 103).

Sorghum ['sogromz] (once)

8. Subslitulion,

This title is tentatively offered, for the phenomena here included may,
upon further investigation, prove to be the resulis of normal but obscure
processes. The following words show depertures from their accepted
pronunciztions:

Chimney ['tSimli].

Hooster, or mountain hoosier, ‘o person who lives in the mountaing’
{'hud3v); measure ['medza) (rave; usually ["meess)).

Hulver (an herb) ['galve] (twice).

Kind of ['kam(d)l]} (sec p. 97).

Navel ['netbsl] (usual); [‘nigsz 'nerbal] ‘Black-eyed Susan’; also other
words with [b] for [v]: eleven, even, heaven, oven, seven.®

Rosin ['rozam).

Shrink [swimp] (bwice).®?

Shrivel ['swival) (reported to be common at the White Oak).

Pusk (ta8), an old dinlectal variant of [task].

Turlle, brittle ['tzkel}, ['brikol) (the latter was reporied).®

Vanish ['bmnt§] (on a ballad-record), possibly through confusion with
banish; but cf. [‘nebal]).s

The early modern confusion of {t] and [0], resulting from the confliet of
the historical and the spelling pronuncintions of th, ag in Antheny and
panther, is perhaps reflected in the older Smokies pronuncintion of Arthur
['extsz), which is still heard occusionally.® So also, anathemated (?) in the

37, *“The mountaineera <don't like to be enlled hoosiera (*hudsaz),’ I was told in
Emerts Cove, For avidence of extensive currency of this word threughout the South
in the sense of ‘backwoodamen,’ see J, P. Dunn, “The Word Hooster,” Indiana His-
torical Soctely Publications, vol, 4, no, 2 (1907), pp. 1-29; also O. D. Short, ‘Origin
of the Term Hoosier,’ and cditor's note, Indiana Magazine of History, vol. 25 (1629),
pp. 101-3. The etymology is unknown,

Miss Murfree writes medjur ‘measure,’ p. 71, and a-medjurin' o' toll, p. 145; Conabs,
p. 1318, snys that measure is somotimes like ‘majur,’

38. Cf. habersack, nabel, Kephart (p. 508); gravel v. ‘grabble,’ marvel ‘marble,’
Combs (p. 1317); leben ‘eleven,’ marvel ‘marble,’ ribef ‘rivet,’ Dingua (pp. 184, 185,
188). The EDG, p. 62, hns marvl, nedl, eledbm. A diplectnl interchange of b and v in
euggested by these various forms, although it is notable that in most of them bor ¢
ia followed by ¢ or n.

39, Cf. swunk up “exhnusted,’ recorded in northwest Arknnsas (Cerr, p. 97), with
the comment: ‘Originally o negroism from skrunk up; rare’; also, (swink) ‘shrink,!
Wilson, p. 210.

40, Whelt a8 [hwelk) swas reported from Jefferaon Co. A Hancock Co. (Tenn,)
speaker used the forma ['vamik), ['vamtkt] for vomit, pres. and pret.; Kephart, Word
List, p. 419, recorded vomic in the Smokics,

41, Cf. Art'urs Knob, Sheppard, p. 23, and Arlor ‘Arthur’ (1615), in William Mat-
thews, Cockney Past and Present (London, 1038), p. 177.
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declaration of & mountain preacher: ‘I'm conscientions and satisfied that
sin will be destroyed and [o'nmte,metad),’ But Anthony and panther, usually
(‘mntni} and [penta], show the survivel of Middle English forms with (£}

for Greek {0] through Latin and Old French [t),¢ )
Miscellaneous. Ezaggerale a3 (cks'egaet] is probably a spelling pronunciz-
tion, For heard, & few old people say [hiam], which is probably analopical
with such old strong forms ns been, seen, ete. H. ¢ight as [har6) shows retention
of the dental fricative in OE ZzehSu (with early loss of the velar fricative;
of. O dragoel, Mod, Eng. (dravt], [drawl]). Sobby {'sab1] (as in sobby
biscuils, sobby wood) oceurs in the Great Smokies for the usual soggy of

American speech.® Sgueak wis heard only es [skrik], which seems to be a
blend of squeak and screech or shriek, 4

I

There remsins to be considered a group of consonants which pOssess
certain noteworthy characteristics in the speech of the Great Smokies area,
Some of these features are more or less common in American speech; others

are not. The phonemes discussed in the following sections are ft), {nl, [1},
(bwi, (r).

9. [t].

(t] becomes the flapped voiced consonant
conditiong ;¢

(1) Between vowels when preceding or introducing a syllable without full
or secondary stress; for example, in after ['=ta], afterwards {'=towodzl], lafer
('lets], lLittle, pretly, skittish, thickety, water.

But before [n), as in roften, Suton, cuiting, biting, [t] remains voiceless
end is exploded nasally in the sounding of [nl: ['ratn), {'satn), ['katn], ete.
(t] is not voiced in seftler and rattler; 1 is non-syliabic in these expressions in

{§] under the following

42, The pronunciation of these two words with (0] is the result of Renaissnnce
orthography. For panther, Chaucer, Coxton and other early writers have panlere;
sce the OED, CI, also anathomy ‘anntomy’ (1511) in tho OED. Anthony with [t] e
atitl the preferred form in Webater.

43. ‘The origin of soggy appears to be uncertnin; sobby is obviously a formntion from
sob v, (ME sobben),

41, Tho usual meaning of [skrik] is ‘squenk,’ but the seuso “shrick’ is evident in
the linca from ‘Pretty Polly’:

He gaw hin pretty Polly come flowing in her blood,
And [skrikan} she benished away,

45, Sce Kenyon's comments oa voiced ¢ (pp. 122, 232); also Einar Haugen, ‘Notes
oa Voiced 7' in American Engligh,! Dialect Notes, vol, 8, pta, 16, 17 (1038), pp. 627-
034: 'The conditions of voicing may accordingly be more completely formulated as
followa: ¢ j9 voiced when jt is preceded by a vowel or a sonorant ( n, 7), snd is
followed by A, by nn unstressed syllable-f orming clement (vowel, I, r, but not n),
or by o atressed vowel in the following word.!
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Smokies speech. Similarly, the phrase lifle one is sometimes [lztlan], with
two syllables,

—{@2)-Aftern-beforen-vowel-of-an-unstressed-syllable; asincounty; kaunted; -
panther: ['keeunts), ['hentad), {'penta] (elso rarely ['pents], with unflapped
[t]). Sometimes [t] becomes (d] in this position; e.g., ['keeundi), ['sevondi)
seventy. Sometimes [t) i3 dropped (assimilated to [n}): ['keeuni, ('meunin)
mountain (rare), [‘'plens) plenty.

Between [n] and [n], however, as in Branton, Centon (Haywood Co.,
N. C.), mountain, plainiain, the explosion of [t] is the same as that indicated
above for roflen, cuiling, ete.: ('brentn}, ['kentn], ['meuntn] (also rarely
'mmontan], with precise [t]). In mainlenance (as pronounced by & CCC
foreman on & speech-record) and Anthony, a similar phenomenon appears:
'merminens), ['entni); the [t) is exploded in the articuletion of the final
syllable, Being flanked by nasals, it is scarcely recognizable as (t]; yet the
effect is certainly different from that suggested by the inadequate repre-
sentations ['mernnans), [‘enni],

Sometimes final {t) becomes [d] by assimilation to an initial [d] in a
following word, as was shown above on p. 95: cut down ikad dzvun]. This
treatment, however, may be limited to verbs, for there is no voicing of the
[t)in ¢ in the phrase, ‘Tt didn't run’: (hit *didn ‘ran).

(3) In word-final position before & vowel; e, g., got along [,gata'lop], that
way ["Bmta,wei] (with svarabhaktic glide).

As generally in American speech, [f] does not become voiced initially
when introducing & syllable with primary or secondary stress (as in footh,
Tuckaleechee); medially when beginning a syllable with primary or second-
ary stress ((pa'tekt], [*ho,tell, {'rumo,tiz]); medially at the end of & stress-
group (['potlond] Portland); finally except when preceding o vowel, Here
belongs a smell but interesting group of exceptions to the usual American
treatment with voiced £ In the Smokics, auto, motlo, Otto (Macon Co.,
N. C.), pholo are pronounced with marked secondary stress on the final
sylizble, and the ¢ remeins unvoiced, In some instances the phonetic
representation should be with one [t], which belongs with the second
sylieble, as in ['ma,to); but in most cases two symbols should be vsed (for
generally the stop is prolonged, the first syllable ending with {t] and ihe
second beginning with this sound—without plosion between), as in [‘at,to]
auto, ['af,to] Otto, ['mat,to], {'foflo).** This phenomenon does not occur
for -#t- before 2n unstressed syllable, as in otfer ['otar), which shows the usual
voicing,

46. Thess pronunciations very likely have extended currency in the South, I
have heard them in speakera from South Carolinn, Kentucky, and Middle Tennessce.
Motto occura as ['matito] in the recorded utterance of a GCC enrollee from the
Cumberland Mta, (Cofice Co., Tenn.).
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10. [p].
As shown above in section 5, the velar nasal, {p], becomes [n] by assimila-
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(1) “Clear’ L,
Especinlly charecteristic of Smokies speech is thg _i_x_:_ltervocalic ‘clear’ I

tion to & following (0] in length, lengthy, sirength, strengthen: [lent), ete.

Certain words which have {pg] in standard English sometimes have [g]
elone: angry, finger, Finger (family name, Jonathans Creek), longer, Mingus
(Creck), shingle, single, singlings ('stplmz] (‘first-run whiskey"), younger:
[‘zpri), (f192], etc. But hungry was ["haggr] (rarely [*hoggr]) in all observed
cases. Y

[0] has not generally been restored in the partieipial forms with ~ing
(sce p. 831, of the preceding chapter).

1.0

As generally in English speech, British and American, there are two chief
varieties of [ in the idiom of the Great Smoky Mountains, ‘clear’ ¢ and
‘dark’ I, Daniel Jones has shown thet ‘clear’  is sounded by raising the front
of the tongue toward the hard palate, thereby producing the timbre of &
front vowel; and that ‘dark’ ! is formed by raising the back of the tongue
toward the soft palate, thus giving the impression of & back vowel.% What
Jones states further of ‘Received English’ is also true of Smokies speech:
‘clear’  oceurs before vowels and [j]; ‘dark’  oecurs before all other conso-
nents and finally.#

The Smokies laterals differ from the normal Americen treatment in only
two important respects: (1) intervocalic £ followed by the front vowels, [,
and (j} is much ‘clearer’ (more fronted) then in general American speech;
(2) postvacelic I (not followed by snother vowel) is in some instances
‘darker’ (more retracted) than its counterpart in most American usage,
showing a tendency either to vocalize or to disappesr altogether. In other
respects Smokies I appears to agree with normal practice,

47, Although {n) occurs for [ng] in mnny of the Britiah dialects (seo the EDG, p.
61), it seems possible that the large number of early German settiers in North Caro-
lina and Tenuessee may have cxerted some influence in propagating or manintaining
the [n) for (yg) inberited from the British dislects. The Mingus family, after which
Mingus Creek (in the park) was named, secem to have come dircetly to the Smokies
from Sanxony, Germany sbout 1794, According to Conner, a descendant, ‘they claimed
to be the first white setler's to claim & possession on the water's of the uper Ocona
Lufty river' (MSS, p. 18£.). The Fingers of Jorathans Creek are also, apparently, of
Gerroan arigin. In August 1937, Mr, John C. Finger stated that his family i9 referred
to as *black Duteh’ (southern German?), and that hia grandparents talked German
with other locat families, the Setzers, the Fycs, the Clydefelters, and the Carpentors
{originally Zimmermann?). His father, who was present, knew most of the numerals
up to twelve nnd o few other wordy, Other German family names in the aren are
Bumgarner, Gass (7), Messer, Myers, Shults, Siler, Smelcer.

48. An Outline of English Phonetics, 4th ed, (New York, 1034), pp. 160-162,

49, Lo, cit. On p, 162, note 8, he points out that both ‘clear’ ¢ and 'dark’ 2 ‘are
subject to alight variations depending on the nature of the ndjoining vowel.’

which occurs before o front vowel, [¢], or [j], asin:

Before [1]: belly, Lllis, gully, hilly, holly, Nelly, valley, Willie, wooly;
ballad [*bewlirt), salad ['selit], bullet, pallet, skillet; angelica [@n'dzelr ko],
Tellico Plaing; sometimes also in Alabama [zl'bema], telephone ['telr-
Jfoun]; deviling (‘tensing”) [‘devalin), dwelling n,, paling (of a fence),
gpelling, stilling (‘distilling'), trailing.

Before {]: molasses {mo'li2ésoz].

Before (o], but not; [0]: fellow ['felz], follow, hollow, mellow, shallow,
swallow, tallow.

Before [j]: Gilead, Trillium, William,

The ! of these words hes & very musical quality, the precise timbre being
diffieult to deseribe, The tongue is more advanced and tense, and the blade
has wider contact with the teeth-ridge, than in the usual American varieties,
The effcet is produced by & quick action of the tongue, which might be
called (es Professor H. M, Ayres suggests) a kind of tongue flip.

It is curious that this sound occurs before [z, but not before [of. On the
discs of Arthur the Ral, the ! of Nelly consistently has the quality de-
seribed above, but that of Helen ['helan] does not. When [5} appears in the
-ing ending, the ordinary lateral (and nof the exceptionally clear one here
referred to) is beard; for example, deviling {'devalon], paling ['perlon).

This same ! may be heard finally in a word which ig followed by & front
vowel or [j] in the next word, as in the sentences: ‘I can tell you' [a* kon
'tel jx); ‘Tl kill you! (a man thus addresses a bear in a recorded ‘bear-
tale’) [o+] ki1l j'ul; *Kill that bearl ['ki41l mt 'bwe]. In the phrase, ‘I want
to tell you,’ s pronounced by some speakers, I is completely voealized:
(& 'want to 'te"§0).

This tendency to vocalize I before [j] is illustrated also in the occasional
pronunciation of mitlion as {'mijon),

An I not quite so impressive but very clear is used in -ing forms and
words ending in -ly when the lateral is preceded by a consonant; for ex-
ample, middiing n. {of bacon) ['midlm], singlings ['srglnz], kindly (‘kind
of’) ['kamdli], neerly ['nish].

In settings other than those herewith discussed, prevocalic ! is not
perceptibly different from standard usage. An ordinary American ! (neither
very clear nor very dark) occurs in such words as least, live, laler, laugh,
lock, loft, loom, Cataloochee, close, daylight, flavoring, flower.

(2) ‘Dark’ L

In the Smokies postvacalic I (not followed by & front vowel, (o, or [j])
and syllabic ! are ‘dark,’ The quality of the lateral in these positions, how-
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ever, presenfs no marked divergence from the standard sound. ‘Dark’ I
rany be heard in such words as the following:
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{=] phoneme), {alk, walk, folk, should, would, Rulpk was apparently [ref}
m earlier Smokies speech; now it is 1_15119_.1_1)_'_ _[fgz_f_], less often freelf],

Finally: all, barrel, bashful, Bell, bull, Bushnell, call, gal, girl, hell, laurel,
mule, Sal, several, shell, squirrel, wheel; apple, bobble (‘a slight error’),
Cable, double, maple, rifle; Asheville, Granville (given name), Knoxville,
Weynesville, etc.; addle, beetle, cradle, Dowdle, kettle, saddle.

Before consonants other than [j]: bald, bulk, cold, elder, field, mouldy.

There can be no doubt that such words as all, bald, cold, bulk, girl, mouldy,
mule have a dark [ in the Great Smokies. The vowels of all of these words
arc followed by & velar off-glide, which governs the tongue position of the
following I; for example, [0°l], [bo°ld], [ko®la), [bu®lk), ete. Even the vowel
of the suffix -ville in place names is at times quite dark; e.g., ['naksv®i],
{'wemnzv"l], although these forms probably represent the extreme.

The 1 of elm, help, holp(ed), self, twelve shares characteristics common
throughout the South. Most speakers say [hep), [hop(t)), [s<f], twey],
but ['elom] (with dark {). Others velarize the ! in some or all of the words:
(¢"m], (he"p), ete. This ! npproaches the quality of a [u) ofi-glide, Still
others, old and young, vocalize the I: [e*m], he>p], cte. All of these pro-
nuneiations may be heard on the phonograph records.® Bulb and film in
all oceurrences were [ba®b] and [fr'm),

The tendency toward vocelizetion noted in these words is well exem-
plified also in the given name Varanel, transcribed consistently et first as
('vaomo] and later as ['vaonol], when the back ! was more or less distinetly
heard.

As for balm and calm, older speakers say {bem], [kem]; others say [bom,
[kam]. Yet in the specch-records, younger speakers pronounce calmly
['kmi), {'kelmli], ['kiemli), as well s {kalmli], ['komlz]. Most of those
who have not advenced beyond the grades employ one of the first three
forms; those who have been to high school, without exception, use one of
the last two forms,

Other miscellaneous features are: intrusive (5] in Palmer ['pooms] (the
only current form), walnut ['woonot] (used by a large number of people
old and young), solder (‘saxds) (beside ['salds]), ['solda], ['sado]) ;* unrestored
Lin calf, calves, half, salve (all of these with the customary variations of the

50. Professor W, C. Greet finds similar phenomenn at Williamsburg, Virginia and
Lubcee, Maine (American Speech, vol. 6, pp. 169, 401). Also Stanley in East Texas
{p. 70).

51. Some of these pronunciations are perhaps not too much to be trusted, for the
word ia not generally known in print. The -y form ia also a disturbing factor because
adverbs usually oceur in the Smokics without thia suffix,

52, The comparative frequency of these various forms of solder is unkaown.

12, [hw].

Old English hw, [hw), is preserved in & group of words spelled with wh:
Whaley (family name}, what, wheat, wheels, when, where, whether, which,
whip, whirl, whiskey, Whittier (Jackson Co., N. C.), why.

The initial sound of these words is usually more strongly aspirated
and rounded than in peneral American speech. Extreme aspiration and
rounding are noticeable particularly in where and its by-forms and are
reflected in the rounded vowel in the occasional [hwus] for where and the
common [hwup) for whin. 5 The aspiration may remain distinet even when
the word receives but partial stress: “You can see where [hwe] it was/
But as a general rule, the degree of aspiration and rounding are in pro-
portion to the amount of stress,

Unstressed forms with wh-, and oceasionally stressed forms, lose their
aspiration and excessive rounding, in which event the (hw] becomes voiced,
For example, what is frequently [wat], when is (wen) (as in the recorded
utterance, ‘When did he?’ {"wen (d1d i}}, and whichever is ['witSeva). On one
of the discs, awhile is [o'hwal}, but on another it is [a"wa-’l), The inter-
jection why unstressed appears with a voiced and unaspirated w in the
exclamation ‘Why, law mel,’ common among women. Stressed, it retains
fhav], 2s in the recorded remark {'hwar 21 'hed nov 'ardi) ‘Why, I had no
idea, ..V

Compounds of where, anywhere, everwhere “wherever,’ nowhere, somewhere,
whereabouls, usuelly retain [hw]: ['enr,bwa), ete, But somewhere is very
frequently [‘samwz), 'samwoz),

The compounds whatever, whenecver, wherever, whickever, are often in-
verted: [‘evahwat], ['evehwen), ete. The form ['evehws] is sometimes
ambiguous since it may stand for both wherever and cverywhere, but the
semantic difference is unimportant. For example, (wisl 'gou 'eve,hwz U
"o 'triz] ‘We'll go wherever {or, everywhere) the dog trees)’

18, [r].

The loss, the addition, and the metathesis of  have been discussed in
previous sections of this chapter. It remains to be said, however, that r
in the Smokies is usually o distinetly retroflex sound with little difference
from ifs counterpart in western American speech. Exeept for occasional
forms like {po:*t§] porch and [d30:°d3) George, in which prolongation of

53, CI. Conner's speliing Rafe Hughes (p. 60).

54, For whip as (hwup] cf. the interesting sentence of n smell Cosby boy, teased
by his playmates: [am "gono ‘hwup 'jusnz 5] 0ri) ‘I'm going to whip you-une all
threel!
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the stressed vowel is attended with diminution of the glide, 2nd a few others

like (no0], (no8} north (beside the usunl (now8]), ['kona) corner, [*ata] Arthur, .
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